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WHAT A SEASON! 
AND NOW WE HAVE REACHED THE FINISH LINE 


This season was something special. What a way to celebrate Year 10 

of the College Football Playoff! Over the past four months, we once 
again saw the energy and enthusiasm college football fans bring to 
campuses across the country. As we like to say, college football always 
delivers, and this season certainly did that each week. We have been 
amazed by outstanding performances, stunning upsets, highlight-reel 
plays and heartbreaking losses. None of this would be possible without 
the tireless efforts of the student-athletes, coaches and staffs, who 
love this game and have poured their hearts and souls into making 

the 2023 season what it was. On behalf of the university presidents, 
the conference commissioners who manage the CFP, and the CFP 
staff, | want to congratulate every school for its commitment to those 
students; particularly the two schools that will meet on the field tonight. 
These teams have earned our admiration and respect 


The national championship they chase tonight emerged from 
discussions by a group of university presidents, athletics directors and 
conference commissioners, who met beginning in October 2011 to 
ascertain whether they could improve on the Bow! Championship Series 
(BCS), which determined college football's champion at that time. 


THE GROUP WORKED THROUGH THAT 


WINTER AND SPRING WITH SEVERAL 
GOALS IN MIND: 


On June 20, 2012, the management committee - the FBS conference 
commissioners and Notre Dame's athletics director — unanimously 
chose (and the presidential board subsequently approved) a four- 
team playoff to begin in the 2014-15 academic year. We have added 
many important details over the years, including creating a selection 
committee to identify the participating teams. 


In recent years, the board and management committee discussed ways to improve the 
system they created. And, In September 2022, the board made the decision to expand 
the field of participants in the College Football Playoff from four to 12 teams beginning 
next season. The key word about the new format is “participation.” Many more student 
athletes will compete for the CFP National Championship in the years to come. We are 
excited about the future! 


Again, we want to thank you — the fans. As we continue to see every week, college 
football brings people together. We are proud and honored that you have chosen to be 
with us this evening. 


“[Suze UGrrccrt_ 


BILL HANCOCK 
Executive Director 
College Football Playoff 
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TOP PERFORMERS 


ESPN’S 33RD ANNUAL THE HOME DEPOT COLLEGE FOOTBALL AWARDS 
ON DECEMBER 8 RECOGNIZED SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCES IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL THIS SEASON. 


lashington head coach Kalen 
rback Michael 
Penix Jr. and Texas defen: 
tackle T'Vondre Sweat received national 
plaudits during The Home D 
Football Awards on ESPN on 
December 8 


In his second season at the helm of the 

Huskies, DeBoer was tabbed the Home 

Depot Coach of the Year for his first 

national coach of the year honor at the 

FBS level. Previously a three-time NAIA 
ach of the Year in five seasor 

oach at § s, DeBoer guided this 

year’s UW squad to a perfect 13-0 regula 

season and the Pac-12 title. The 20: 

regul ampaign marked the third 

time in program history that the Huskies 

posted at least 12 victories (12-0 in 19 

12-2 in 2016). And, in fou 


jOux Fa 


season 


head coach at the FBS level, DeBoer has a 
record of 36-8, including a mark of 12-6 at 
Fresno State (2020-21), 


Penix Jr. eived thi 23 Maxwell 
Award, which honors the best player in 


‘on leading the FBS in passing 
18) and passing yards per game 
14.5), while ranking third nationally with 
33 passing touchdowns and sixth overall 
in total offense (323.1), The first Husky 
in program history to earn the Maxwell 
Award, Penix Jr. is also a finalist for the 
Heisman Trophy, Manning Award, Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm and Davey O’Brien 
awards and the Walter Camp Player of 
the Year. Penix Jr. is the second straight 
QB from the Pac-12 to win the award 
(Southern California‘s Caleb Williams 
in 2022). 
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Sweat posted a career-best 42 tackles 
during the regular s 

solo stops and e 

two sacks, while breaking up four passes 
and bl 


ing a PAT attempt, to earn t 
Outland Trophy for the nation’s top 
interior lineman on offense or defense. 
Sweat also caught a two-yard touchdown 
pass in the Big 12 Championship 

He joins a trio of Longhorns to have 
previously won the Outland Trophy, which 
has been given annually 946. 
Defensive tackle Scott Appleton brou: 
home the award in 1963, while guard 
Tommy Nobis collected the trophy in 1965 
and defensive tackle Brad Shearer won 
the honor in 1977, Sweat also is the first 
Outland Trophy winner to hail from a Big 
12 school since 2004 (Oklahoma offensive 
tackle Jammal Brown). 


Michael Penix Jr, 


Kalen DeBoer 


ADDITIONAL j 7 


Jayden Daniels 


HONORS 


Jayden Daniels (LSU) and Payton Wilson 
(NC State) were the season's big winners, 
taking home multiple awards. Daniels, 
was named the 2023 winner of the 
Heisman Trophy, and also received the 
Davey O’Brien Award as the season's top 
quarterback, as well as the Walter Camp 
Award Player of the Year Award. Wilson 
took home the Chuck Bednarik Award for 
defensive player of the year, along with 
the Butkus Award for the nation’s most 
outstanding lineba 


+ Georgia's Ladd Mc’ 
first student-athlete to have appeared 
in the College Football Playoff to 
earn Wuerffel Trophy recognition for 
community service with athletic and 
academic achievement 


Fellow Bulldog Brock Bowers repeated 
as the recipient of the John Mackey 
Award (outstanding tight end) 


Oregon quarterback Bo Nix was 
awarded the William V. Campbell 
Trophy (commonly referred to as the 
academic Heisman for excellence as 
a scholar-athlete) 


Notre Dame's Xavier Watts brought 
home Nagurski Trophy honors (best 
college defensive player) 


Oklahoma State's Ollie Gordon I! 
received the Doak Walker Award (best 
college running back) 


Ohio State’s Marvin Harrison Jr. was 
awarded the Biletnikoff Award (nation’s 
best wide receiver) 


Oregor ‘son-Powers Johnson was 
tabbed the winner of the Rimington 
Trophy (nation’s outstanding center) 


Staham Nicholson of Miami (Ohio) 
earned the Lou Groza Award (top 
college placekicker) 


Air Force's Trey Taylor won the 

Jim Thorpe Award (nation’s best 
defensive back) 

lowa’s Tory Taylor was honored as the 
Ray Guy Award (punter of the year) 
Missouri’s Cody Schrader was tabbed 
the winner of the Burlsworth Trophy 


(most outstanding player who began 
his career as a walk-on) 


Xavier Watts = 
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BY THE NUMBERS 


+ The nine previous CFP title games have produced 588 total ssed for 242 (538 total), while Georgia 
points with the winner scoring 384 and the runner-up 204, an —_—_ an for 254 and passed for 335 (589). 


average of 43-22. 
+ Since 2014-15, three teams have completed a campaign 


+ Michigan qualified for the third straight year after finishing with a perfect 15-0 record en route to the CFP National 
the 2 lar season ranked third, while Alabama returns Championship: Clemson (2018-19), LSU (2019-20) and 
to the CFP for the third time in the last four seasons and Georgia (2022-2 
eighth overall, 


+ Washington advanced to the College Football Playoff for the 
first time since 2016-17 and second time in program history, 
marking the third overall appeara a Pac-12 team 
(Oregon 2014-15). Meanwhile, Texas made its debut in the 
Playoff this year, marking the second straight year the Big 
12 has been represented (TCU 2022-23) and becoming the 
third Big 12 member ever to appear in the field (Oklahoma 


The four storied programs competing in this year’s 
four times). 


College Football Playoff have played for at least 130 
+ The No. 1 overall pick in seven of the previous nine NFL years, combining for 3,676 victories 

Drafts, including each of the past six, has made at least one 

appearance in the College Football Playoff. Each of the MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 
four No. 1 draft picks, including LSU's Joe Burrow, Clemson's First year of varsity status: 1879 

Trevor Lawrence, Georgia's Travon Walker and Alabama's All-time record: 1,003-353-36 

Bryce Young, led their respective teams to CFP national titles. National titles: 11 (none in CFP era; last in 1997) 
+ Michigan (No. 1), Washington (No. 2) and Texas (No. 3) are Bowl appearances: 51 

all ranked the highest in their respective program's history WASHINGTON HUSKIES 
since the inception of the CFP selection committee rankings. 

Meanwhile, Alabama, which leads the FBS with three total First year of varsity status: 1889 

College Football Playoff National Championships (2016, 2018, All-time record: 762-465-50 

2021) has appeared in each of the 60 selection committee National titles: 4 (none in CFP era; last in 1991) 
rankings since the fall of 2014. Bowl appearances: 42 


«In the first nine CFP National Championships, the No. 1 seed TEXAS LONGHORNS 


has won the title three times, while the team that has scored 
first in the title contest has gone on to capture the crown on 
four occasions. 


First year of varsity status: 1893 
All-time record: 948-392-33 
National titles: 4 (none in CFP era; last in 2005) 
+ Only twice in the history of the College Football Playoff Bowl appearances: 58 

Championship has a team led the contest from start 


to finish (Alabama in 2021, Georgia in 2023). ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 


+ The winner of the coin toss is 6-3 in CFP title games. First year of varsity status: 1892 

All-time record: 965-337-43 

National titles: 18 (three in CFP era; last in 2021) 
Bowl appearances: 71 


+ Ohio State (2015) and Georgia (2023) are the only teams in the 
history of the CFP National Championship to have both rushed 
and passed for at least 200 yards in the title game. Ohio State 
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FOR THE FOUR TEAMS AND THEIR MASCOT NAMES THAT MADE THIS YEAR'S 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF, QUITE ALOT 


MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 

As early as 1861, Michigan students began referring to themselves as "Wolverines. 
How the animal adopted as the mascot remains a mystery, but there are several 
theories. Former Michigan coach Fielding H. Yost felt in 1944 the reason for the 
nickname concerned the trading of wolverine pelts which occurred at Sault Ste. 
Marie. Albert H. Marckwardt then wrote in 1952 that the "wolverine" name is based 
on Michigan being first settled by the French in the late 1700s. The appetites of the 
French were judged to be “wolverine-like,” and the nickname was given. One final 
theory derives from the border dispute between Michigan and Ohio in 1803. While 
the two sides argued over the state line, Michiganders were called wolverines. It’s 
possible that Michigan natives pinned this name upon themselves to show their 
tenacity and strenath. 


WASHINGTON HUSKIES 


Washington's teams were called Sun Dodgers starting in 1919. The nickname originated 
with a college magazine of the same name which was banned from campus and, in 
protest, students adopted the name for their teams. But the Sun Dodgers did not do 
much for the Northwest's image, so a committee set out in 1921 to pick a new nickname. 
While no progress was being made on the name change, athletic officials adopted Vikings 
uring the semester break in December of 1921. When the students returned to campus, 
they immediately protested the name change. In an attempt to determine a mascot, the 
committee came down to two final choices -- Malamutes and Huskies. The committee felt 
those were appropriate because of Seattle’s nearness to the Alaskan frontier. The Husky 
was voted the most appropriate, and the University officially accepted the nickname 
Huskies for its athletic teams on Feb. 3, 1922. The name “Huskies” was presented at 
halftime of a Washington-Washington State basketball game by football captain-elect 
Robert Ingram. When Ingram made his speech, large white placards were hoisted in the 
rooters section occupied by varsity letterwinners displaying the slogans: “The Husky 
stands for -- fight and tenacity -- character and courage -- endurance and willingness 


In the early 1900s, Texas's athletic teams were known primarily as the Varsity 
or Steers, and occasionally the Longhorns. In 1913, school benefactor H.J. 
Lutcher Stark, who had previously served as the football team’s manager, 
donated warm-up blankets with the word “Longhorn” sewn into them. The 
student body adopted Longhorns as the school's official nickname in 1916, 
when a maverick longhorn steer was brought to campus on a train from 
South Texas and introduced at halftime to a cheering football fans. The 
editor of the alumni magazine dubbed him Bevo, either after a near beer or 
by combining "beeve" (a plural form of “beef”) with “o- Since then, UT has 
had 15 BEVOs serve as mascot, who is handled by the Silver Spurs student 
service organization.” 


asor 


In early newspaper accounts of Alabama football, the team was simply 
listed as the “varsity” or the “Crimson White” after the school colors. The 
first nickname to become popular and used by headline writers was the 
“Thin Red Line,” and the term was used until 1906. The name “Crimson 

Tide” is supposed to have first been used by Hugh Roberts, former sports 
editor of the Birmingham Age-Herald. He used “Crimson Tide” in describing 
an Alabama-Auburn game played in Birmingham in 1907, the last football 
contest between the two schools until 1948 when the series was resumed 
The game was played in a sea of mud and Auburn was a heavy favorite to 
win. But, evidently, the “Thin Red Line” played a great game in the red mud 
and held Auburn to a 6-6 tie, thus gaining the name “Crimson Tide.” 
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GREG McELROY Q&A 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 


College Football Playoff has included stops at some big 

time gridiron outposts. At Southlake Carroll HS in suburban 
Dallas, he won a Texas state title. At Alabama, he quarterbacked the 
Crimson Tide to the 2009 national title. He spent two years on the 
Jets’ roster and is now one of ESPN's most influential analysts. 


G: McElroy’s journey to the broadcast booth at this year's 


‘As the 2023 college post-season dawned, McElroy spent some time 
talking about his career and the sport's future. 


WHAT MAKES TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL SO SPECIAL? 


GM: There's very little like it. It's the greatest thing ever. I'm 
originally from California, and we moved to Southlake when | was 
10. In California, | went to one football game. We moved to Texas 

in November, and the regular season was winding down, and the 
playoffs were starting. We went to Texas Stadium on Thanksgiving 
to watch [the Minnesota Vikings] and Randy Moss destroy the 
Cowboys. The next week, we went to the high school championship 
game, and it blew my mind how many people were there. The next 
year, we went to every Southlake game. 


HOW DOES IT COMPARE TO FOOTBALL 
ELSEWHERE? 


GM: Very little rivals the passion for high school football in Texas. It 
has the best coaches and the best players. I'm biased, but the level 
of intensity and preparedness they have is so high 


EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE A TEXAS 
FAN GROWING UP, YOU ENDED UP AT 
ALABAMA, AND IN 2009 WERE THE 
STARTING QUARTERBACK ON A NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM. WHAT GAME 
STANDS OUT THE MOST THAT YEAR? 


GM: To this day, the win over Florida [in the SEC Championship 
Game] is the biggest win I've been involved in during my college 
career. It was far more significant than the Texas [BCS National 
Championship Game], as crazy as that sounds. Florida had won two 
of the last three national championships, and the previous year had 
beaten us in the SEC Championship Game. It was our focus all year 
~ not the coaches’ focus, ours. We weren't sure we would get there, 
but when we did, we had an incredible game plan, and we felt we 
were the tougher team. All of us had chips on our shoulders that 
night, Florida was a super team, with more talent everywhere, but 
we took it personally. It was a great night. 


YOU SUFFERED TWO CRACKED RIBS 
IN THAT GAME BUT STILL PLAYED IN THE 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME AGAINST 
TEXAS. HOW MUCH DID IT MEAN TO BEAT 
THEM? 


GM: That was my first college football injury, and it still hurts. 
Beating Texas was amazing. It was really special for me. It was my 
childhood school. It meant a lot to me, playing in our original home 
in Los Angeles, playing my childhood team. It was surreal. 


GREG McELROY Q&A 


THIS YEAR'S CFP NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP IS IN HOUSTON. HOW 
BIG A DEAL IS THAT FOR THE CITY AND 
THE STATE? 


GM: The football culture in Houston is great, There's a big rivalry 
between Dallas and Houston. | mean, it's about everything. 

Who has the better hats and boots. I'm proud to be a Texan. 
One thing | love about Texas is that everybody from Texas is 

not afraid to tell you where they're from, and what it’s all about 
They fly that flag proudly. When you walked into my dorm room 
at Alabama, you would have seen a huge Texas flag on the wall. 
The game will bring attention to Houston and the people there 


YOU HAVE BEEN CALLING COLLEGE 
GAMES FOR EIGHT YEARS. HOW 
IS YOUR PREPARATION FOR THAT 
DIFFERENT THAN HOW YOU GOT 
READY TO PLAY? 


GM: | only know how to prepare one way. | learned how to 
prepare at a high level for what | was going to see as a player, 
and that’s comparable to how | prepare as a broadcaster 
Monday, | get to know the teams’ personnel and tendencies. 
Tuesday, | look at what they do on first and second downs 
Wednesday, it’s third down and the red area. Thursday, it's the 
two-minute drill. | also try to know the players and what makes 
them tick. You need to know about the X's and O's, but you have 
to be ready to tell stories. 


DOES BROADCASTING BRING THE 
SAME SATISFACTION FOR YOU AS 
PLAVING? 


GM: It has brought me great fulfillment. When | got into this, | 
thought it was a part-time job. My parents still think it's a part 
time job. They ask me, ‘When are you going to get a real job?’ 
I've found it to be a kind of addiction, to be honest, There is still 
a certain level of anxiety before a game. The butterflies | used 
to get in the tunnel before | ran out onto the field as a player are 
similar to what | get in the booth. 
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: WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE MOVE 
TO A12-TEAM PLAYOFF NEXT YEAR? 


GM: | always felt the BCS was a good way to crown a champion. 
It was an improvement on what we had. The playoff is an 
improvement on that. | like where we are now, but it's going to 
expand, and I'll be supportive of that. The sanctity of the regular 
season is always of importance to me. | think seeding the teams 
will matter, and the regular season will be really, really important 
as it pertains to seeding and matchups. As more teams get in, 
{regular-season] losses won't be catastrophic. The seedings are 
where the discussions will take place. 


WITH ALL THE CHANGES IN THE 
PLAYOFF AND REALIGNMENT, HOW DO 
YOU FEEL ABOUT COLLEGE FOOTBALL'S 
DIRECTION? 


GM: College football is Americana. | now live in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and the sport is part of everyday life. It’s discussed and 
talked about. It matters. It's what makes our sport special. It's 
tribal, That’s not going away. The pageantry and the traditions 
‘on campus for games are not going away. Fans are open to 
change, and they should be excited about the matchups that 
are going to be created. When you're scrolling through your 
television channels, and you see Texas playing Georgia, you're 
going to stop and watch. When you see Washington playing 
Penn State, you're going to watch. | think the sport is going to 
grow tremendously as a result of this. I'm bullish on the sport. | 
think we're just getting started, 
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FUTURE FOOTBALL 


hen the news broke last summer 
that Washington would be 
joining three former Pac-12 


brethren in the Big Ten Conference for the 
2024 season, fans looked forward to some 
of the exciting future matchups 


One of them was Michigan-Washington. 
The two teams are scheduled to play 
October 5 in Seattle, but tonight, they will 
meet in an even bigger setting, with the 
winner claiming a national championship. 
To set up this showdown, Michigan 
earned a thrilling, 27-20 overtime win 

cover Alabama in the Rose Bowl Game 
presented by Prudential, while the Huskies 
captured the Allstate Sugar Bowl in 
equally exciting fashion, 37-31 over Texas. 


Both teams enter the game with perfect 
14-0 records and aim to become just the 
fifth 15-0 team in college football history. 
Michigan was seeded first in the final CFP 
rankings, while the Huskies were second. 
It’s a dream matchup of two programs 
looking to return to the top of the college 
football world after long absences. 
Washington's most recent national title 
came in 1991 and ironically was secured 
with a Rose Bowl win over the Wolverines. 
U-M's last crown was earned in 1997. The 
teams have met 14 times overall, but 
never in a setting like this. 


“I'm really confident in us,” Washington 
cornerback Jabbar Muhammad said after 
the win over Texas. “At the end of the 


ea oI 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
—_ 
| 2. 


day, this team has been through so much 
where it's a brotherhood. We're tight-knit, 
and | feel we're peaking at the right time.” 


Some might say the Huskies have been 

ona season-long peak - even if the rest 

of the college football community didn't 
always recognize it 


UW entered the Sugar Bowl as underdogs 
to Texas, just as it met Oregon in the Pac: 
12 Championship Game as a double-digit 
underdog, even though Washington had 
already beaten the Ducks. Many teams 
play the disrespect card, and often it’s not 
warranted, 


This time? Washington was completely 
justified in its anger. 


And after UW had again prevailed over its 
rival, 34-31, to remain undefeated, there 
was more than a little bit of vindication in 
the locker room. 


We've heard it all season as people 
continued to doubt us,” standout receiver 
Rome Odunze said after the win. “They 
probably will continue to do so moving 
forward, as well, That's okay. We love it. 
We love being the underdog. We're going 
to go out there and have the same we 
used in this game moving forward.” 


The Huskies continued their retribution 
tour by defeating Texas in the CFP 
Semifinal. Once again, Washington 
demonstrated resilience and focus. 
When combined with the team’s 


tremendous talent, that made for a 
tremendous combination. 


A big part of the equation is quarterback 
Michael Penix Jr., a Heisman finalist and 
dynamic leader who made big plays 
constantly throughout the season and 
became the first Pac-12 QB to pass for at 
least 4,500 yards in two straight seasons. 
In the Huskies’ first game against Oregon, 
it was a late Penix Jr. TD pass that clinched 
the win. 


In the second meeting with the Ducks, a 
late third-down conversion pass iced the 
triumph. It was a dangerous play because 
had Penix Jr. not completed the pass, 
Oregon would have had enough time left 
to mount a drive that could have won 

the game. 


The Huskies headed into their first contest 
with UO having ripped through their non- 
conference foes by a 140-36 count. After 
escaping an Arizona team that turned 

‘out to be quite a force in the Pac-12, 
Washington used 302 yards passing and 
four scoring strikes from Penix Jr. and 

100 rushing yards and a TD from Dillon 
Johnson to earn a thrilling 36-33 win over 
Oregon. 


Washington needed late-game heroics 
late in the season as well. Against Oregon 
State in rainy Corvallis, Penix Jr. threw 

for two touchdowns and ran for another, 
but it was the Washington defense that 
stopped OSU on its final drive to preserve 
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a 22-20 triumph. A week later, Odunze's 
daring end run on a fourth-and-one deep 
in UW territory helped set up a last- 
second 42-yard game-winning field goal 
by Grady Gross that propelled Washington 
into the Pac-12 title game. Once there, 
the Huskies played their usual dari 

style to win the championship and earn a 
CFP berth. When it came time to secure 
the win, head coach Kalen DeBoer didn't 
hesitate to let Penix Jr. make the play. 


“It isn’t even playing the percentages; 
DeBoer said. “You want to let your best 
players win football games for you. When 
you have [Penix Jr.] and give him a chance 
to touch the football and make plays, he's 
been through it all. He knows when to 
take the risk, when not to, how to put the 
team on his back and just keep mo 

He's the guy we're going to let pull the 
trigger when we feel like we have a call 


By reaching the CFP National 
Championship, Michigan was able to 

make good on its promise that this season 
would be different than the previous two 
when the Wolverines lost to Georgia and 
TCU in the Playoff Semifinals. U-M entered 
the CFP as the top seed thanks to its 13-0 
record and Big Ten championship. 


The day the Wolverines le 
would be playing Alabama in the semis, 


ned they 


head coach Jim Harbaugh showed hoi 

his team had approached the season and 
it would be looking at the Crimson 

Tide and any opponent that came 

after ‘Bama. 
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Just a great thrill of victory, wonderful, 
wonderful feeling of winning,” he said. 
what we dreamed about, what we h 

for, what we've worked for, what our guys 
prepared for. 


‘Get in position; put yourself in position, 
to be in position to win it all. 
We've accomplished many of our goals, 


and now winning it all is what we had al 
put on the goal sheet, 
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combined 96-16. The Wolverines didn’t 
jow down once Big Ten season starte 
‘ored at least 40 points in five of 
their first six conference game, while 
allowing only two of their opponents to 
score 10 or more points. 


After the Wolverines routed Minnesota, 
52-10, in early Octob Gophers coach 
PJ. Fleck heaped praise on Michigan 
and detailed how the team crushes 
its opponents 

They're one of the deepest teams, one of 
the best teams, one of the biggest teams, 
fastest teams, strongest teams, and they 
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“They're one of the deepest teams, one of 
the best teams, one of the biggest teams, 
fastest teams, strongest teams, and they 
do not make mistakes,” Fleck said. “They 
are truly like a boa constrictor, and they 
do not beat themselves.” 


Michigan has been so successful because 
of significant talent on both sides of 

the ball. Quarterback J.J. McCarthy has 
been extremely accurate, has pressured 
defense with his arm and legs and has 
minimized mistakes. The Wolverine 
ground game has been as relentless as 

it has been in previous years, thanks to 
Blake Corum, who enters the final game 
with 25 rushing scores (and a school: 
record 56 career ground TDs) and an 
offensive line, which, while it is missing 
all-America guard Zak Zinter (broken leg), 
has once again been dominant 


The U-M defense has spent most of the 
season limiting opposing attacks thanks 
to tremendous performers at all levels, 
most notably linemen Mason Graham 
and Kris Jenkins, linebacker Junior Colson 

MasoR,Graham and defensive backs Will Johnson and 

rome \ Mike Sainristil. Against the Crimson Tide 
in Pasadena, the Wolverine defenders 
showed their strength by stuffing Alabama 

QB Jalen Milroe on a fourth down in 

overtime to secure the win. 


Blake Corum 


. 
Michigan demonstrated its defensive 
prowess in a 26-15 win at Penn State that 
answered some questions about how 
the Wolverines would fare in a tough 
road atmosphere. After a triumph over 
Maryland, U-M closed out its perfect 
regular season with a third-straight 
win over Ohio State that featured an 
outstanding all-around effort. A 26-0 
whitewashing of lowa in the Big Ten title 
game followed, and the Wolverines were 
able to focus on taking a step further than 
they had in the previous two seasons. 

“We set our goals earlier this year, and this 
is another one we checked off.” Corum 
said after the game 


Michigan and Washington have been 
perfect to this point. Now, one get: 
continue its perfection. 


And become a champion. 
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sport is in Texas, especially at the high school level. 

Town pride is tied to the fortunes of the local team. Boys 
become young men, and young men become legends based on 
their gridiron exploits. 


2005 TEXAS LONGHORNS 


Brian Orakpo knows this. The former University of Texas all- 
America and NFL Pro Bowler also knows that Houston has its own 
football identity and culture that is unlike any other - even in Texas. 


Ae who follows football knows how important the 


Football in Houston is everything,” said Orakpo, who graduated 
from Lamar HS. “It’s big time. Football is already big in Texas, and 
in Houston we played against so many elite players and different 
schools and the rivalries that we had in the city. Houston is so 
unique. You didn’t have to go too far to find great competition 
and elite players and coaches.” 


Orakpo was part of the Longhorns’ 2005 national championship 


team that defeated USC in one of the greatest college football 
games ever. He shared the title with fellow Houstonians Vince 
Young and Selvin Young, and it was Vince whose remarkable 
performance keyed the triumph 


“| had been battling Vince when he was at Madison High,” 
Orakpo said. "When he signed with Texas, | figured | would 
join him. 


“He was Superman from day one.” 


That trio of Longhorns is part of the long lineage of Houston 
players who have been key members of national championship 
teams throughout college football history and are evidence of 
the city’s influence on the sport. As the College Football Playoff 
National Championship prepares to kick off in Houston, players 
like Orakpo are filled with pride about their contributions to the 
city’s gridiron story. 


That ‘05 UT title team certainly added to the legend. A year 
earlier, the Longhorns had finished 11-1 with a win over Michigan 
in the Rose Bowl. They stormed through the 2005 regular 
season, with a 25-22 triumph over Ohio State the lone challenge. 
UT bombed Colorado 70-3, in the Big 12 title game to reach a 
showdown with defending national champ USC in Pasadena 


“We were playing one of the best teams in college history, 
but we felt they hadn't seen Texas speed or Texas physicality,” 
Orakpo said. 


The Trojans hadn't seen Vince Young, either. The quarterback 
threw for 267 yards and ran for 200 and three TDs, including 
the game winner. Selvin Young also ran for a score. Orakpo was 
a freshman defensive end on the team who was “trying not to 
screw up,” and he remembers the significance of the win for 
Texas - and Houston. 
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“It was just a dream come true,” he said. “It’s why the game is 
still talked about, its impact and significance. To this day, it's one 
of the best, if not the best championship games ever.” 


He's not the only one who has had an experience like that 
2003 LSU TIGERS 


When Joseph Addai describes his Houston childhood, he refers 
to himself and his friends as “outside kids." They didn't do much 
sitting around. 


“We played football and basketball,” he said. “We were jumping, 
flipping and throwing rocks. We were boys playing with each 
other. There was always competition. And that worked well with 
football in Houston.” 


At Sharpstown HS, Addai was an option QB, and he had the 
speed and moves to rush for 1,429 yards as a senior. He played 
against future Texas standouts Vince Young and Orakpo, plus 
Brandon LaFell, who was later a teammate of Addai’s at LSU. 


Addai said. 


Although Texas was interested in Addai, he formed a bond with 
LSU's running backs coach, Mike Haywood, who played at St. 
Thomas HS in Houston. Also, Addai wanted to experience a 
different culture than what he had in Texas, so he chose to play 
for the Tigers. 


“There was skill all around the city of Houston, 


Addai was part of Nick Saban’s first full recruiting class in Baton 
Rouge, which was rated one of the best in the nation, By the 
time Addai was a sophomore in ‘03, the Tigers were rolling. They 
lost one game - a 17-9 decision to Florida - but they ended up. 
dumping Oklahoma, 21-14, in the BCS title game. 


“Going into the season, we felt like could do something,” 
Addai said. “We took the loss against Florida, regrouped and 
kept going: 


Although Addai had gotten hurt during the ‘03 season, he still 
played a role in the Tigers’ championship season, gaining 520 
yards. He accomplished plenty during his six-year NFL career, 
including topping 1,000 yards twice. But he still has the 2003 
title at the top of his football list. 
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“You can't 

match it,” he 

said. “Everybody 
you play with in 
college, you live 
with. In the NFL, 
guys have families 
College is a little 
more intimate. 

You eat with your 
teammates. You 
practice with them. 
You go to school with them. When you win the championship 
game together, it's unmatched.” 


1986 PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 


Steve Wisniewski was an eight-time Pro Bowler and a two-time 
All-Pro selection during his 13-year career with the Raiders, but 
he shares the same sentiment as Addai about being part of a 
national championship team. In 1986, Wisniewski and his Penn 
State teammates played in one of the most significant games 
in college football history and whipped an undefeated Miami 
squad, 14-10, to take the college football title. 


“People ask me what the most memorable part of my career 
was, and it was 100 percent winning the national championship,” 
Wisniewski said. “Until my dying breath it will be that way. 


“I'm on a text thread with a bunch of my Penn State teammates, 
and it remains very special for all of us. 


Although Wisniewski was born in Vermont, his family moved 

to Houston in the late 1970s, not long after his brother, Leo, 
signed to play at Penn State. While Leo was being recruited, 
then-PSU coach Joe Paterno told Steve, “Someday, I'm going to 
recruit you.” Wisniewski played at Westfield HS, and even though 
several members of the old Southwest Conference expressed 
interest in having the guard play for them, he was enamored of 
Penn State's tradition and the fact that “they didn’t have their 
names on their jerseys.” 
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Wisniewski was a reserve on the Nittany Lions’ 1985 squad that [ar ag 
lost in the Orange Bowl to Oklahoma and started in 86, when ‘ 

Penn State went 12-0 and beat the Hurricanes in the Fiesta Bowl, [imi teyoffchelsten . 
which was moved from its usual January 1 date to the next day 
to accommodate NBC. The Hurricanes arrived in Arizona in 
fatigues, while PSU players wore blue blazers and ties and we 
instructed to “kill them with kindness.” Miami didn’t have the 
same approach. Its players walked out of a pre-game dinner for 
the teams, creating a good guys/bad guys storyline. Miami was 
loaded with talent, but Penn State was a close-knit group. 


“We believed if we played as a team, we would be all right,” 


They were right. The Nittany Lions intercepted Miami QB Vinny 
Testaverde five times and did just enough on offense to win. It’s 

's career apex, and he loves that Houston is hosting 
this year’s national championship game. 


I'm so excited for the kids who get a shot at the national title,” 
he said. 


1968 TEXAS LONGHORNS 


Bill Atessis almost didn’t get a shot a playing football, much 
less competing for a national championship. He led Jes 
Jones HS, and when the sophomore team ci 

why he hadn't come out for the team, Atessis said his mother 
wouldn't let him play. 


he was being protective,” Atessis said. “She didn’t come from 
a sports background, 


Atessis finally convinced his mom to sign the waiver - with a 
little help from the coach - and he went on to earn all-state 
honors and to be considered one of Texas’ greatest linemen of 
all time. Because his close friend and fellow Jones HS standout 
Bobby Wuensch chose Texas a year earlier, Atessis followed him, 
even though his father’s boss at the Shamrock Hilton, Eric Hilton, 
wanted him to go to Texas A&M. 


Atessis played offense and defense at 

Jones, but he was a defensive end at Vince Young 
Texas and was part of a team that won 
30 straight games from 1968-70. The ‘68 
Longhorns won the national title thank 

to a dramatic 15-14 win over Arkansas 
Fayetteville and a Cotton Bowl triumph 
over Notre Dame. The game again: 
second-ranked Arkansas of 
the biggest build-ups in college football 
history. President Richard Nixon attended 
the game and presented UT with a plaque 
that declared it national champions. 


“Our defensive coach, Mike Campbell 

as a fighter pilot in World War Il, 2 
said playing in that stadium was 

parachuting into Germany,” Atessi 

“It was the most rabid fan ba 

ever seen 

Even though Nixon had anointed the 

Longhorns, few thought Texas would 

beat the Irish, who had ended their 

self-imposed bowl ban to play in 

Dallas on New Year's Day. 
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But Street hit Cotton Speyrer with a dramatic, late fourth-down 
pass, and Billy Dale scored the winning touchdown to secure the 
national championship. 


“| was too young to appreciate how impactful that season was,” 
Atessis said. “It built confidence. | was proud of my teammates. 
It created a tighter bond between us.” 


The '70 Longhorns finished the regular season 10-0, but fell to 
UND in the Cotton Bowl, 24-11. Even though the UPI voted Texas 
its national champ, because its voters submitted ballots before 
the bowl games, the Longhorns were disappointed. 


"It had been so long since we had lost a football game, we didn’t 
know how to act,” he said 


But Atessis has great memories of that season and is thrilled 
Texas made it to this year's College Football Playoff. 


Im still proud of Texas football,” he said. 
MORE HOUSTON CHAMPIONS 


State football fans can certainly boast about Prairie View A&M, 
which sits just northwest of Houston. The Panthers won five 
black national championships under Hall of Fame coach Billy 
Nicks, including in 1964, when receiver Otis Taylor teamed with 
star QB Jimmy Kearney - who grew up in Wharton, 60 miles 
outside of Houston - on a 9-0 team. Taylor went to Worthing HS 
and went on to play 11 years for the Chiefs and played a key role 
on the Super Bow! IV championship team. 


Addai is not the only Houston product to play a significant role 
‘onan LSU national title team. A product of Lamar HS, Brandon 
LaFell averaged 13.1 yards on 50 receptions for the 2007 Tigers, 
who whipped Ohio State, 38-24, in the BCS title game. Twelve 
years later, K'Lavon Chaisson who played high school ball at 
North Shore HS, was a standout linebacker on the LSU team that 
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rolled to a 42-25 win over Clemson to bring another national title 
to Baton Rouge. 


Oklahoma has had a couple Houston-area products play on its 
national title teams. College Hall of Famer Joe Washington went 
to Abraham Lincoln HS in Port Arthur, 90 miles east of Houston. 
The halfback finished third in the Heisman voting in both 1974 
and '75 and helped the Sooners to national titles both years. 
The 11-1 edition dumped Michigan, 14-6, in the Orange Bowl. 
Three-year starter Quentin Griffin finished second all-time in 
all-purpose yards for the Sooners and was part of OU's 2000 
national title squad that went 13-0 and stifled Florida State, 13-2, 
in the BCS Championship Game. 


In 1965, Michigan State was voted number one by the UPI after 
210-0 regular-season campaign capped by a 12-3 win at Notre 
Dame. Houston native Gene Washington, who graduated from 
George Washington Carver HS in Baytown, was an all-America 
for the Spartans that year and was one of several black players 
from the south on that team, including all-America defensive 
lineman Bubba Smith, who went to Charlton-Pollard HS 

in Beaumont 


Jalen Hurts quarterbacked the 2017 Alabama squad to an 11-1 
regular-season record and a spot in the College Football Playoff. 
Although he was replaced in the 2018 title game against Georgia 
by Tua Tagovailoa, Hurts played an integral role in the Tide's 
national championship. 


One player who didn’t get to play in the CFP or BCS title game 
was SMU running back Eric Dickerson, who played prep ball at 
Sealy HS, just west of Houston. The 1982 Mustangs went 11-01 
with a tie against Arkansas in the regular-season finale to mark 
their only blemish. Even though they didn’t lose a game, the 
Ponies finished second behind 11-1 Penn State in the final polls. 
Dickerson rushed for 1,617 yards and 17 TDs that season and 
averaged 7.0 yards per carry. 


And though he didn’t grow up in Houston, legendary offensive 
mind Emory Bellard, inventor of the wishbone offense, coached 
high school at Ingleside and Spring Westfield high schools, both 
of which are in southeast Texas, not far from Houston. The ‘68 
and '69 Texas teams ran the ‘bone, as did Oklahoma’s 1974 and 
"75 national title teams. 


It's another example of Houston's significant impact on college 
football history ~ and its champions. 
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champion is not a process that Charles Darwin would 

recognize. It has not been organic; it did not spring forth 
from the DNA of the sport. If the idea of staging a postseason 
playoff occurred to any athletic official in the first 80 years of the 
sport, he - and in those days it most certainly was a he - kept it to 
himself. 


T: evolution of determining a college football national 


No, it was people watching college football games who decided 
it would be a good idea to pick No. 1. In the 1920s, a few 
mathematically inclined fans devised formulas to rank teams. 
None of those “Systems” or “Indexes” were taken as seriously as 
the Associated Press poll, first published in 1936. The AP gained 
credibility most likely because the AP had the megaphone of its 
client newspapers and radio stations. The AP simply polled sports 
editors across the country, put the results on the wire, and both 
the schools and the public accepted it. 


Even then, the AP declared its national champion at the end of the 
regular season. The bow! business also was in its infancy. The Rose 
Bowl had been around for a while, but the Orange, Sugar, and 

Cotton all started within two years of each other in the mid-1930s. 


On we went for several decades, bowls and polls operating 
independently of one another. The AP declared its champion, and 
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the bowls existed as rewards for the teams and spectacles for the 
fans. 


In 1950, the United Press began polling head coaches; little did 
anyone imagine that a second poll would be the seed from which 
the College Football Playoff sprouted. 


The media and coaches didn’t always agree on the identity of the 
national champion. We lived with “split” national champions for 
nearly a half-century. Two teams got to buy rings, two fanbases 
got to buy t-shirts, and no one in charge felt compelled to change. 
Little desire existed for a playoff. The schools didn’t control the 
bowls and didn’t want to do anything that would jeopardize them. 
No. 1 vs. No. 2 games happened only if the stars aligned. After 
No. 1 Army and No. 2 Notre Dame played late in the 1946 season, 
there wouldn't be another such matchup in the regular season or 
postseason until the 1963 Rose Bowl, when No. 1 USC faced No. 2 
Wisconsin. 


And there just wasn’t a groundswell to do anything about it. No 
‘one wanted to mess with the bowls, an institution that became 
only more beloved once television showed their sunny climes to 
a frigid New Year's Day national audience. Who would be crazy 
enough to get rid of the bowls to make room for a playoff? 


It turns out there was money to be made. 


The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1984 that universities controlled 
their media rights. The NCAA no longer could demand that 

a member school sign over its media rights as a condition of 
membership. College football exploded on television just as 

cable television provided more channels that needed compelling 
programming. Conferences bundled their schools’ media rights 
and sold them to the networks, and the sport became a ubiquitous 
presence on autumn televisions. 


The more marquee games the better, and yet there was no 
national championship game. 


When the media and coaches polls split the national championship 
in 1990 and again in 1991, and the public began to clamor 

for 8 unitary champion, the conferences saw the amount of 

money available and staged a coup. They wrested control of 

the postseason away from the bowls and began to arrange the 
postseason matchups themselves. Tom Mickle, the number two 
man in the Atlantic Coast Conference office, drew up the first Bowl 
Coalition on a cocktail napkin as a method of arranging for the 
best teams to play one another. At the outset, neither the Rose 
Bowl nor its conferences, the Big Ten and the Pacific-10, wanted to 
surrender their traditional primacy in the television ratings, so they 
declined to participate. 


The Bow! Coalition begat the Bowl Alliance, but when Michigan 
(media) and Nebraska (coaches) split the 1997 championship, the 
conference commissioners agreed to formalize a meeting of No. 
1s, No. 2, bow! commitments be damned, Tennessee won the 
first Bowl Championship Series (BCS) championship in 1998, and 
everyone lived happily ever after 


Or not 


The BCS's problems began with the mathematical formula that 
the commissioners concocted to rank the teams. It was as 
impenetrable as calculus, and about as interesting. The blend of 
polls, records and proprietary computer rankings gained little 
traction with the public, especially as the BCS ranking began to 
make selections that the media, the fans, and in some years the 
commissioners themselves thought incorrect 


In 2000, the BCS rating put Florida State, a 27-24 loser to archrival 
Miami, ahead of the Hurricanes. One-loss Washington, which had 
given Miami its only defeat, didn’t like the decision, either, That 
debate only set the table for the seasons to come. 


In 2003, the BCS rating dropped USC, No. 1 in both major polls, 
to No. 3 behind LSU and Oklahoma. You try explaining how a 
consensus No. 1 is actually No. 3. The following year, the BCS 
rating had to choose among three undefeated conference 
champions. Southeastern Conference winner Auburn got left 
behind USC and Oklahoma. Perhaps it is just a coincidence 

that two seasons later, the SEC began a seven-year national 
championship streak (Alabama three, Florida two, LSU and Auburn 
‘one each). Maybe the bear had been poked 


The SEC dominance reached its apex - or nadir, depending upon 
your zip code ~ in 2011, when the BCS rating ordered a national 
championship rematch between LSU and Alabama. The Tigers won 
the regular season game 9-6 in overtime, a result that highlighted 
a lack of public interest in defensive battles. The all-SEC rematch, 
won by the Crimson Tide, 21-0, angered the other commissioners 
and convinced them to expand the championship playoff from two 
games to four. 


Actually, no one pushed harder for expansion than the late SEC 
commissioner Mike Slive, who had few peers in his ability to create 
disarming solutions to seemingly intractable problems. 
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Slive overcame the reluctance to expand the BCS by not 
describing a four-team playoff as a four-team playoff. Slive 
called it a “plus-one,” one of the great achievements in 
vocabulary camouflage 


The earliest mention | found of “plus-one” is 2006. The university 
presidents approved the four-team playoff on June 26, 2012. No 
one played the long game more astutely than Slive. 


The newly christened College Football Playoff did away with the 
much-maligned BCS rating. A committee selects the teams, just 
as a committee selects the participants in every NCAA postseason 
championship. Bill Hancock, who had been running the NCAA 
Men's Basketball Tournament, brought his knowledge and 
credibility to run the CFP. 


With but four playoff slots to distribute among five major 
conference champions and 10 conference winners overall, you 
would think someone might have figured out that not every 
deserving team would be rewarded. Hancock and his selection 
committee chairs did what they could. Neither the mission nor 
the message of the selection committee has wavered, no matter 
which fanbase had its hopes crushed 


In July 2014, the summer before the first CFP season, Hancock said 
“the Committee will select the four best teams, period, No strings 
attached.” 


Six weeks ago, on the Tuesday before the committee made the 
difficult selection of Alabama as the No. 4 seed over Florida State 
and Georgia, Hancock said “most deserving is not anything in the 
committee's lexicon. They are to rank the best teams in order, and 
that what's they do.” 


The selection process had the good fortune to pass a severe 
credibility test in its opening season, 2014, Not only did the 
committee choose to leapfrog No. 6 Ohio State past Big 

12 co-champions TCU and Baylor into the No. 4 position 

‘on the final weekend of the season, but the Buckeyes 
vindicated the committee's judgment by winning the CFP 
National Championship. 
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The Big 12 had chosen not to play a conference championship 
game, thinking that having two viable candidates would increase 
the league's chances of having a playoff team. When Ohio State 
defeated Wisconsin, 59-0, in the Big Ten Championship, the Big 12 
strategy failed. 


“With all the attention we had, everyone in that room took it very 
seriously,” committee member Barry Alvarez said recently, “People 
spoke up. Really good dialogue. | respected the people in the 
room. We had criteria we leaned on, Conference champion was 
one of the criteria, That helped with Ohio State. Baylor and TCU 
were co-champs. You can’t give them both credit.” (Three years 
later, the Big 12 resurrected its conference championship game.) 


The credibility earned from Ohio State's championship bolstered 
the selection committee in those early days. And the next 
eight seasons unfurled in a way that the committee had few 
controversial decisions to make. Oh, there were quibbles about 
seedings. History tells us that seedings don't hold up well when it 
comes to the national championship game: 

+ In the 16 seasons of the Bow! Championship Series, the No. 1 


and No. 2 teams each won eight national championships. 


+ Inthe nine championship games of the College Football 
Playoff, the lower seed won six, including the first five. 


Translated, that means what your coach warned you is true: you 
put two teams on the field, and anything can happen, right? 


But one look at the overall records of the seeds over the first nine 
seasons of the College Football Playoff shows that the committee 
has gotten the seedings right. In 54 semifinal and final games from 
2014-22, the No. 1 seeds have the best record - 10-6. The No. 2 
seeds are barely above .500 (7-6), the No. 3s are barely below (6. 
8), and the No, 4s are last (4-7). 


After the game tonight at NRG Stadium, a new era will begin. The 
playoff will expand to 12 teams next season, 26 years after the first 
BCS matched the top two teams. Age 26, as scientists tell us, is 
about when the brain reaches full maturity. 
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OFFENSE 


eading into the season, Michigan 
5 eee 

was closer to a 50-50 blend of 
running and passing. And while the 
Wolverines have gained more yards 
through the air than on the ground, they 
have run the ball 178 times more than they 
have thrown it. 


There is nothing surprising about that. 
Head coach Jim Harbaugh remains a 
devout disciple of Bo Schembechler, 

for whom he played quarterback in the 
1980s. That means establishing the run 
and playing tough, old-fashioned Big Ten 
football are tenets of the U-M offensive 
philosophy. Obviously, it has been 
successful, since Michigan is playing in its 
third straight College Football Playoff 


Once Blake Corum announced he was 
returning for another season at running 
back, it was obvious the Wolverines would 
feature him. The 5-8 senior has rushed 

for 1,111 yards and scored a school-record 
26 touchdowns (25 rushing) this season. 
Asa result, he was named the Big Ten's 
Ameche-Dayne Running Back of the Year 
and a first-team all-conference selection 


Although Corum hasn't been as explosive 
as he was last season, his toughness, 
drive and quick cuts make him one of the 
nation’s most dangerous backs. 


When Corum isn’t in the lineup, the 
Wolverines usually turn to Donovan 
Edwards, a versatile back who has 
breakaway speed and is a top-flight 
receiver. He has even completed three 
passes during his time at Michigan. 


They operate behind a line that has 
been one of the nation’s best ~ if not 

the best - over the past three years. It 
includes Trevor Keegan, a second-team 
all-conference selection and one of the 
team’s top leaders. Center Drake Nugent 
and tackle LaDarius Henderson are first- 
team choices who have made significant 
impacts after transferring to Michigan 
prior to this season. Michigan offensive 
coordinator Sherrone Moore is also the 
team’s offensive line coach, and he has 
assembled a unit that can open holes for 
backs and provide plenty of protection for 
quarterback J.J. McCarthy. 


McCarthy has had an extremely strong 
two-season stretch directing the Michigan 
attack and has demonstrated the ability to 
be an accurate (73.2 percent completion 
rate) passer, strong runner and dynamic 


leader capable of helping the team win on 
the biggest stages. Despite being hurt late 
in the '23 campaign, the first-team all-Big 
Ten choice and winner of the Griese-Brees 
Quarterback of the Year award, led the 
Wolverines past Penn State and Ohio 
State, giving U-M two triumphs over top- 
10 teams and helping to solidify its CFP 
resume. After the win over OSU, Moore 
was clear on how much confidence he 
has in his quarterback. 


| told him before the game: ‘Listen here, 
when the game matters in some critical 
situations, I'm (putting) the ball in your 
hands, because | know you're gonna make 
a great decision,” Moore said. "You're 
gonna help us win 


Michigan's receivers have done a lot to aid 
the Wolverine cause throughout the year, 
too, Roman Wilson (45 receptions, 12 TDs, 
16.3 average) has led the way and made 
some highlight-reel catches, including 
one at Nebraska. Cornelius Johnson (44, 
1, 13.2) has been a reliable target, and 
tight ends Colston Loveland (42, 4, 13.9) 
~ a first-team all-Big Ten choice ~ and AJ 
Barner (22, 1, 11.3) comprise one of the 
nation’s top tandems at that position, 
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OEFENSE 


are ranked first nationally in scoring 

defense (9.5 ppg) and second in total 
defense (239.2 ypg), they need only look 
at the all-Big Ten teams released in late 
November. Michigan had eight defenders 
named to the first, second and third-teams, 
and six more receive honorable mention 
Coordinator Jesse Minter's contingent was 
strong against the run and the pass, and 
Michigan held eight opponents to 10 or 
fewer points throughout the season. 


I f anybody wonders why the Wolverines 


It’s hard to pinpoint one part of the defense 
‘as the key, because the line, linebackers 
and defensive backs all had outstanding 
performers and worked together to 

produce a cohesive unit that rarely gave up 
big plays 

U-M's front wall features a collection of 
stalwarts capable of stuffing the run or 
disrupting enemy passing plans. Tackle 
Mason Graham earned first-team all-Big 
Ten honors from the coaches, thanks to his 
6.5 tackles for loss and three sacks. He's 

a powerful middle man. Kenneth Grant 

has just about everything needed to be a 
star tackle. He's huge ~ 6-3, 339 pounds 
strong and fast, as evidenced by how he 
tracked down a runaway Penn State back in 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


A lot of Michigan fans worried when all 
American kicker Jake Moody departed for 
the NFL. Moody held program records for 
most career points and field goals and 
had a 100 percent success rate on extra 
points. But James Turner transferred to 
Ann Arbor from Louisville and proved 
himself a worthy heir to Moody's legacy. 
Turner has made 16-of-19 field goals, 
including all three of his attempts against 
Ohio State and each of his four tries 
against lowa in the Big Ten title game. 
That was good enough for second-team 
all-conference honors. He hit three 
50-yarders. Turner also converted all but 
one of his 62 PATs. 


The Wolverines also lost a standout at 
punter, Brad Robbins, who was one of the 


Michigan's win over the Nittany Lions. Kris 
Jenkins is another immovable inside man. 


Michigan has several productive ends, 
including Jaylen Harrell and Josaiah 
Stewart. Stewart has trapped enemy 
ballcarriers behind the line eight times, 
while Harrell has 9.0 tackles for loss. Each 
received honorable mention from the 
coaches and the writers, Braiden McGregor 
has nine TFLs and was another honorable 
mention choice, while Derrick Moore is 
another potent weapon off the edge. 


The linebacking corps is led by Junior 
Colson, a second-team all-league pick 
who tops the Wolverines with 89 tackles. 
Michael Barrett (61 tackles), a sixth-year 
senior, is an extremely versatile ‘backer 
capable of making plays against the run or 
the pass. 


He's a really good blitzer, so we've tried to 
take advantage of that,” Minter said, "And | 
think he’s really also improved his coverage 
skills as well.” 


Ernest Hausmann transferred to Michigan 
from Nebraska and became a key interior 
linebacker. He is third in tackles with 44. 


Michigan limited opposing passers 

toa mere 54.5 percent completion 
success this year and allowed just seven 
touchdown passes, while picking off 16 
enemy aerials. Two huge parts of the 
secondary - cornerbacks Will Johnson and 


best in program 
history. Junior 
Tommy Doman 
stepped in and 
has averaged 
arobust 44.0 
yards/punt. 

That earned him 
a spot on the 
all-Big Ten third 
team. Twenty: 
‘one of his 42 
punts were 
fair-caught, and 
he dropped 

16 inside 
opponents’ 20-yard lines. Doman also 
handles kickoff chores and has a 69.3 
percent touchback rate. 


Michigan's return game is solid, Jake 
Thaw is sure-handed and averages 7.1 
yards bringing back punts, and Semaj 
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Mike Sainristil - were named first-team 
all-Big Ten by the media. Johnson is an 
outstanding cover man who has picked 
off three passes this year, including one 
against Ohio State, and broken up four 
more, while Sainristil a former wideout 
has been deployed at several different 
positions in the defensive backfield and has 
five interceptions, two of which he returned 
for touchdowns. He is also an outstanding 
leader for the Wolverines. 


The Michigan safeties are also talented 
and productive. Third-team all-Big Ten 
performer Rod Moore has 34 tackles and 
a pair of interceptions, including one late 
against Ohio State that clinched U-M’s 
victory over the Buckeyes, and senior 
Makari Paige received honorable mention 
after making 38 tackles. 


Morgan received honorable mention for 
his kick return work. He averages 15.9 
yards per return and has plenty of speed 
as evidenced by his 87-yard punt return 
against lowa. The Wolverine coverage 
Units are stout. Enemy return men average 
just 8.1 yards on punts and 167 on kicks. 


To book a cruise vacation.on Carnival, visit carnival.com 
or contact your favorite travel advisor or online travel site. 
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he statistics posted by Washington 
T quarterback Michael Penix Jr. are 
staggering enough. He leads the 
nation in passing yards with 4,648 and 


has tossed 35 touchdowns to only nine 
interceptions. 


But that only partially tells the story, said 
Washington coach Kalen DeBoer. What 
the stats don’t tell you is how Penix Jr. 
always steps up in the clutch, Trailing 
Oregon in the Pac-12 championship, 24- 
20, heading into the fourth quarter - and 
with a College Football Playoff berth on 
the line - Penix Jr. engineered touchdown 
drives of 75 and 82 yards that gave the 
Huskies a 34-31 victory. 


e's just been elite,” said DeBoer, who 
noted that Penix Jr., a senior, has been in 
the Heisman Trophy conversation all year. 
“He knows when to take the risk, when 
not to, how to put the team on his back 
and just keep moving, He's the guy we're 
going to let pull the trigger when we feel 


like we got a call, put all our trust and 
belief in him,’ 


Penix Jr. threw for 319 yards completing 
27-0f-39 passes with one touchdown 

and a fourth-quarter two-yard TD pass 

to Quentin Moore that proved to be the 
game-winner against Oregon. But Penix Jr. 
said it's more about the team and knowing 
how to win with the game on the line. 


For us it was about trusting in each 
other,” Penix Jr. said. “I was telling them 
just look at the guy next to you, trust that 
he's going to do his job to help us win 
this game (against Oregon). That's what 
it's all about. Loving each other, trusting 
each other when those moments get big, 
those moments seem to get tough, having 
that belief to know we'll be able to make 
it happen 


Penix Jr’s resume for the 2023 season is 
impressive. In addition to being the leader 
nationally in passing yards, he is sixth in 
quarterback rating (85.7), tied for third 

in touchdown passes and sixth in total 
offense. And he seems to be at his best 

in the biggest moments. In Washington's 
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36-33 victory against Oregon earlier in 
the season ~ another comeback win by 
the Huskies — he threw for 302 yards and 
four touchdowns. 


He has an elite receiving corps in which to. 
throw. Junior wide receiver Rome Odunze 
leads the way with 87 receptions for 1,553 
yards and 13 touchdowns this season. 

He is second in the nation in receiving 
yards, third in receiving yards per game 
(110.9) and sixth in receiving touchdowns. 


Sophomore receiver Ja’Lynn Polk is next 
with 65 receptions for 1,122 yards and nine 
touchdowns. And junior Jalen McMillan, 
who has been plagued by injury this 
season, has 39 catches for 526 yards and 
three touchdowns. 


Washington leads the nation in passing 
(350.0 ypg), is 10th in scoring (37.6 ypg) 
and 10th in total offense (473.6 ypg). 
Huskies running back Dillon Johnson, a 


junior, leads the running attack with 1,162 
yards and 16 touchdowns. 


Dillon Johnson 
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the game 
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DEFENSE 


hen your team plays in the high: 
‘octane Pac-12 Conference, you can 
expect to give up a healthy amount 


of yards and touchdowns. The league 
features some of the top quarterbacks, 
receivers and running backs in the nation. 


Washington has experienced that. The 
Huskies defense has had a front-row seat to 
facing quarterbacks like Oregon's Bo Nix and 
USC’s Caleb Williams and given up its share 
of big plays and yards. 


But what seems to separate the Huskies is 
they always seem to come up with a big play 
when needed and get the ball back to their 
own high-powered offense. It's happened 
more than once this season 


One example came in Washington's 22-20 
victory against Oregon State on Nov. 18. 
Trailing 22-20 with 7:05 to play, the Beavers 
began a drive at their own 5 and quickly 
moved to near midfield. But the Huskies 
defense forced a short run on first down then 
three incomplete passes, turning over the 
ball to its offense to run out the clock 


It always seemed someone different on the 
Huskies defense was key. Junior cornerback 
Jabbar Muhammad, a transfer from 
Oklahoma State, was that day, intercepting 
two passes, forcing four pass breakups and 
a fumble. He was honored as the Pac-12 
Defensive Player of the Week for the game. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


he stage couldn't have been any bigger 

T for Grady Gross. You're playing your 

biggest rival, Washington State in the 

Apple Cup, the game is tied, five seconds 
remaining, and all that stands in the way of 
victory and to keep alive a chance at the 
College Football Playoff is a 42-yard field 
goal 


Gross, the Huskies sophomore kicker, lined 
up and calmly booted the ball through the 
uprights. But wait. Washington State called 
timeout right before the ball was snapped 
He'd have to do it again, And he did 


Gross was good the second time. giving the 
Huskies a 24-21 victory and 12-0 season just 
two days after Thanksgiving. 


What did Washington coach Kalen DeBoer 
do to reward Gross? He promptly put him 
‘on scholarship with the announcement 


Huskies 
linebacker 
Edefuan 
Ulofoshio, a 
senior, said their 
ability to turn in 
the big play at the 
right time comes 
from having to 
face Washington's 
offense 

in practice. 


‘We go against 
the best offense 
in the United 
States,” said 
Ulofoshio. 

‘When it comes 
in the game, it’s simple, We really just play 
up to our training every single day. We 
have (Washington quarterback Michael 
Penix Jr.) throwing impossible passes, The 
margin for error at practice, there’s a ton of 
bragging rights. By the end of the day, iron 
sharpens iron 


Muhammad, a key addition to the defense 
this season, and Ulofoshio lead the Huskies 
on defense. Muhammad picked off three 
passes this season, recorded two sacks 
and 15 pass breakups. Ulofoshio made 90 
tackles, 58 unassisted, with three sacks and 
eight tackles for loss, 


Edge rushers Bralen Trice, a junior, and Zion 
Tupuola-Fetui, a senior, give the Huskies an 
impressive pass-rush tandem. Trice, with 


coming in the 
locker room 
after the game 
in one of the 
memorable feel- 
good moments 
of the college 
football season 


“1 felt fine,” Gross 
said of the kick. 
“It's going to. 

be in the back 

of your mind (a 
second try), but 
you just have to 
know that every 
kick is a different 
entity. So if you 
can make the 
next ane, it's just as good as the first one. 


Gross has been exceptional this season, 
making 16-of-20 field goals and all 62 of his 
extra points, He is 6-of-7 from 40-49 yards. 
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Zion Tupuola-Fetu 


46 tackles this season, leads the team with 
11.5 tackles for loss, seven sacks and 14 
quarterback hurries. Tupuola-Fetui has 3.5 
sacks, five tackles for loss and 29 tackles. 


Strong safety Dominique Hampton, a senior, 
leads the team in tackles with 99, including 
59 unassisted. He has two interceptions and 
six pass breakups. 


Muhammad and Elijah Jackson man the 
cornerback spots. Jackson has 56 tackles, 
including 39 unassisted, to go with five pass 
breakups and two forced fumbles. 


The Huskies allow 396.9 yards per game in 
total offense, which is 90th in the nation. But 
they do handle the run well, giving up only 
133.8 yards per game on the ground, 38th 
best in the nation. Washington is allowing 
23.6 points per game, No. 48 in the nation. 


Jack McCallister, a sophomore who is also 
the holder, handles punts for the Huskies. He 
averages 41.0 yards per punt, has a long of 
55 yards and 11 downed inside the 20. 
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2011 


The Presidential Oversight Committee members 
addressed the matter further in their in-person meeting 


With the fourth Bow! Championship Series iaDenvet 


(BCS) four-year term set to conclude after the 


2013-14 season, the commissioners began 
creating a process for considering possible 


formats for the future. 


a 


2012 


During the winter and spring, the commissioners and presidents 
spent countless hours evaluating the many pros and cons of 
numerous possible formats. These formats ranged from returning to 
the old bowl system with no attempt to match the top two teams, to 
continuing the BCS, to creating a multi-team tournament 


bd 
ae 


Meeting in the Sullivan Room at the 
InterContinental hotel in downtown 
Chi 
unanimously to recommend a four 
team playoff for 12 years beginning in 
014 a selection committee 
hosing the participating teams 


190, the commissioners voted 


The commissioner: 


jet In person January 10 in New Orleans, February 
21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and several times by teleconference. 


affirmed a commitment to protect college football's regular 
season, the best in sports, and to preserve the bowl tradition and the 
bowl experience for students. Further, they focused on the realities of 
the academic calendar and options related to where the games should 
be played. They self-imposed a deadline of the summer of 2012 to 
decide what changes to propose to the presidents 
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In a Denver meeting, the president: 


and chancellors unanimously approved the format 
that called for a stand-alone championship game and semifinals rotating evenly through 
three contract bowls and three other bowls over the 12 years. The group also took the 
following actions: 


(COLLEGE FOOTRALL PLAYOFF 


The Presidential Oversight Committee 
named Bill Hancock Executive Director. 

Hancock had been Executive Director of 
the BCS for three years. He had become 
BCS administrator in October 200: 


Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, DC., 
the BCS Presidential Oversight Committee members voted 
unanimously to submit legislation to the NCAA Board 
Directors that would allow two institutions to participa 
two post-season games each year—thereby officially creating 
the playoff. The presidential group adopted the format and 
policies that had been recommended by the commissioners 
June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal in August. 
The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the 
semifinal games among six bowls and playing the championship game at neutral sites under 
the management of the conferences and (2) creating a selection committee that would rank the 
teams to play, giving all the teams an equal opportunity to participate. Among the factors the 
committee would be instructed to value were win-loss record, strength of schedule, head-to- 
head results, and whether a team is a conference champion. The presidents’ group also decided 
to (1) play the semifinals New Year's Eve or New Year's Day; (2) create ‘Championship Monday 
by setting the date of the championship game on the first Monday in January that is six or 

more days after the semifinal games; (3) establish the new format to cover a 12-year term, from 
the 2014-2015 season through the 2025-2026 season; (4) distribute revenue from the playoff 
according to a formuls that (a) rewards conferences for success on the field, (b) accommodates 
teams’ expenses, (c) acknowledges marketplace factors, (d) rewards academic performance of 
student-athletes; and (e) eliminates the “automatic qualification” designation. 


The group and ESPN reached an agreement 
in principle for ESPN to present the games 


for 12 years on an exclusive basis across 
its platforms. The agreement included the 
national championship game and semifinals 
as well as other bowl games that would be a 
part of the rotation to host the semifinals. 
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ie 
rod % MAR 13 
id mi CFP Administration, LLC, a limited liability company, was organized to 
manage the administrative operation of the College Football Playoff. 
JANE Under eperating agreement. members ofthe company were the 
ing a feeting in Miami HE, 10 Football Bow! Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame. The 

Com oloners snacieaney agreed Gat @ Prodentil company would be governed by a board of managers, consisting 
This paw elent WOUEL JoOnch Ath sarin of a university president or chancellor nominated by each member 
January 1, 2015, in the Rose and Sugar Bowls. Day-to-day operations of the company were to be managed by a 
The group greed that the Orange Bow! management committee, consisting of the F8S commissioners and 
and a yet-to-be-named bow! would host Noire Demie athistics eictor 
the semifinal games in the second year 
The hosts in the third year were alsc 
be named. 


@. 
Allstate) 
HUSA 


APR 23 Vote for the New Playoff Logo! 
The name “College Football Playoff” was 
adopted for the new event and was announced 
at a news conference in Pasadena. Also, the 
group invited fans to choose the logo through 
an online voting process. 


APR 24 
were selected to be part of the semifinal host rotation. RATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


The management committee established 
the following semifinal rotation: year 

dd Sugar: year 2 - Orange 
otton: year 3— Chick-fil-A and 
2. Also, it was agreed that, for the 
sake of c tency, the name of a bow! 
participating in the arrangement should 
include specific wording, either traditional 
of descriptive of the local culture, in 
addition to the title spon 


APR 25 

The management committee formulated plans for the selection committee, including, (1) it would be 
comprised of no more than 18 members; (2) each conference would be invited to nominate prospective 
members; (3) the management committee would choose the members and their terms, and also the 
chair; (4) committee members would not receive honoraria but would receive expense reimbursement; 
(5) members would serve three-year terms, with selected individuals’ terms being two or four years 
initially until a rotation were achieved; and (6) members would not be eligible for re-election after their 
terms expire. 


APReS 
Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot chose (: ) 


the "gold football” logo. It received 38 percent of the vote, 

compared with 25 percent, 24 percent and 13 percent for 

the other three candidates. NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
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The management committee decided 
several matters related to the selection 
committee, including: (1) members would 
fall into one of five classifications, 

including sitting athletics directors, 

and persons with experience as coaches, 
student-athletes, administrators and 
persons currently working for 
media agencies, or serving as commentators in any media, are not eligible to serve; (3) five 
slots would go to athletics directors from the ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, SEC and Pac-12; (4) each 
nominee for the committee must be approved by unanimous consent of the management 
committee; and (5) committee members would not be expected to attend games in person 
and the CFP would not reimburse expenses for those who do attend games 


journalists; ( 


Pat Haden, athletics director, Southern California; Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive were named (MATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Osborne, former athletics director and coach, Nebraska; Dan Radakovich, athletics director, Playoff national 


Clemson; Condoleezza Rice, former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, former commissioner, championship 
Big East conference; Steve Wieberg, former journalist, USA Today; Tyrone Willingham, former games in 2016 


head coach, Stanford, Notre Dame and Washington. and 2017. 
[NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


2014 


The new 
Zollege Football 
Playoff National 
Championship 
trophy wé 
unveiled 


~ 


The group formally launched its philanthropic initiative, 
5 Extra Yard for Teachers. to honor and support teachers 
nationally and in the communities that host the College 
EXTRAYARD Football Playoff national championship. Ticket prices 
TEACHE for the 2015 national championship were adopted 


club seating, $650; general, $450; student, $200; 
standing-room-only, $200. 


> af 


ee 


It was determined the selection The selection 
‘committee would compile rankings committee 

seven times during the season, convened at the 

including selection Sunday, and to Gaylord Hotel in 

be announced Tuesday evenings Grapevine, Texas, and Ohio State 
beginning October 28. and issued its, to compete in 


the first College 
Football Playoff. 


first rankings. 
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SBu SPORTS EVENT 


Texas Tech athletics director Kirby Hocutt was 
named to the selection committee, replacing 
Oliver Luck who had taken a position in the 
NCAA national office. 


In the first CFP semifing 
Florida State and Ohio 


Oregon defeated 


The Sports Business Journal named the College 
jate defeated Alabama 


Football Playoff its “event of the year 


Ohio State defeated 
Oregon in the first 
CFP National 
Championship 

at AT&T Stadium 

in Arlington, Texas. 


Former Vanderbilt coach 
Bobby Johnson was named 

to the selection committee, 
replacing Archie Manning who 
had stepped down, 


2016 


The management committee moved the 
semifinal games in years 5, 6, 11 and 12 of 
the CFP rotation to Saturdays. With the 
adjustment, all semifinal games through 
2026 would be played on Saturdays 

or holidays. 


Jeff Bower, Lloyd Ca 
Mullens were appoin 


Herb Deromedi and Rob 
ed to the selection committee. 


Kirby Hocutt was named chair of the selection committee. 


[AL CHAMPIONSHIP 


OLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


CHRONOLOGY 


CFP selected Atlanta; Santa Clara, Calif.; and New Orleans to host 


the championship games in 2018, 2019, and 2020. 
In light of a new NCAA policy allowing it, the management 2 18 2 19 2 20 


committee and board of managers unanimously agreed to aru eilivinemmniie MATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
defray costs for student-athletes’ parents or guardians to 

travel to the sites of the CFP semifinal games in addition to 

the championship game. 


2017 


ES ae 
seunronie. A) 


Los Angeles and NATIONAL CHAMPrONSimP 
Houston were 


Frank Beamer, Chris Howard and 
Gene Smith were appointed to 
the selection committee. 


chosen to host 
the championship games in 
2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. 


The management committee named Rob Mullens chair of the selection 
committee. Paola Boivin, Joe Castiglione, Ken Hatfield, Ronnie Lott, 
Todd Stansbury and Scott Stricklin were also appointed, 
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CHRONOLOGY 


APR 25 

The CFP Foundation 
board supported the 
concept of a new 
initiative, “Go Teach,” 

to encourage student 
athletes to enter the 
teaching field when they 
graduate from college 


FEBS 

The management committee 
JAN 16 appointed University of lowa athletics 
Terry Mohajir, Ray Odierno and director Gary Barta to the selection 
R.C. Slocum were named to the committee, replacing Gene Smith, who 
selection committee. stepped down 


AUGS 

The College Football Playoff Management Committee moved selection 
weekend from December 4-6 to December 18-20 after a number of 
conferences moved their championship games to December 12 and 18-19. In 
addition, the committee reduced bowl game travel for the Playoff Semifinals 
and national championship game to three days. The other New Year's Six 
bowls adopted a similar schedule for the 2020-21 bowl season. 


JAN 22 

The management committee named 
Gary Barta chairman of the selection 
committee. Tom Burman, Rick George 
and John Urschel were appointed to 
serve on the committee. 


[AL CHAMPIONSHIP 


CHRONOLOGY 


JUNE 10 SULT 
An internal working group appointed by the CFP The management 
management committee presented a proposal committee appointed 
to change the current four-team CFP format toa former head coach 
im event. The four members of the working Tytone Willingham 
ig 12 Conference Commissioner Bob tothe selection 
n Conference Commissioner committee to complete committee appointed 
Greg Sankey, Mountain West Conference the final year of the Kansas State University 
Commissioner Craig Thompson, and Notre Dame term of R.C. Slocum, thletics director Gene 
Director Jack Swarbrick) presented their wha stepped down for 
mendation during a virtual meeting of the eanh wenn 
two-year period to discuss possible new formats. 


JAN 26 DECEMBER 22 

Mitch Barnhart, e management committee The management committee announced COVID-19 policies for the upcoming postseason 
Boo Corrigan, appointed Georgia State if a team was unavailable to play in a semifinal the game would be declared a forfeit and 
Chite bel Conve. Univardity athtatica ditestot its opponent would advance. If both teams were unavailable to play, the game would be 
Will Shields and Charlie Cobb to the selection the CFP National Champion. If three teams were unavailable to play in the semifinal 

Joe Taylor were ommittee, replacing Terry games, the remaining team would be declared the CFP National Champion. fa team’ 
appointed Mohair, who had taken the unavailability was determined after the semifinal inship game may b 

to the selection athletics director job at the rescheduled to no later than January 14, If one team was able to play and the was not 


somnehittbe. University of Central Florida and the game could not be played, then the team that was unable to play shall forfeit the 
‘game and the other team would be declared the CFP National Champion 


declared a “no contest” and the winning team from the other semifinal would be declared 


JUNE 22 

Meeting in Dall DECEMBER 1 

the CFP board of The CFP Board of Managers agreed to begin the 
JANUARY 25 asiageraeere 8 thn bot pontonabow We S008 odor sesien Thee 
The management committee named Boo Corrigan chairman Presentation from sea ee L DOds wil take slate the emiraryaen Sana 
of the selection committee. Chet Gladchuk, lim Grobe, the CrP management Tact 7 at ether dofthenighers 
Warde Manuel and Kelly Whiteside were appointed tothe committee about the | Cuesta Ah arth pated by the higher 
Sulecslon commoines recommendation for Sedation Mat No, 6, No. 1D 

board authorized the, a£No.7, and No. 9 at 24 quarterfinal wl 

d ° Sis ieee Litre aeiee BON Beach betineed oot 

management commit nd Sugar Bowl, while the Cotton Bow! and Orange Bowl 
toreview the proposal wl) hast the Playoff Semifinals, The 2025 quarterfinal 
with thelr constituents. Wi take place in the Cotton Bow, Orange Bow, Rose 
FEBRUARY 18 (eg, presidents, owt end Super Bow, while tha Festa Bowl andl Resch 
The CFP board of managers accepted @ athletics directors, Bowl will host the Playoff Semifinals. The national 
recommendation from the management faculty, coaches and championship games will be played January 20, 2025, In 
committee to continue the current four udent-athletes) during Atlanta, and January 19, 207 
team playoff for the next four years, e the summer. 
called for in the CFP's original 12-year plan. 


jeason, The first 


8 


6. in Miami. 


O_o 
JUNE 16 


The management committee appointed former Notre 
Dame tight end/linebacker Rod West to the selection 


AUGUST 15 SEPTEMBER 2 


The CFP announced Miami The CFP Board of Managers unanimously 


committee, replacing General Ray Odierno, who stepped asthe host of the 2026 vated to expand the current four-team 
down for health reasons. si ; national championship game playoff into a 12-team playoff. The new 
¥ : at the conclusion of the 2025 format, consistent with a proposal the 


JUNE 17-18 regular season, board of managers reviewed in the fall 


and winter of 2021-22, was to begin for 
Meeting at the Big Ten Conference office in Chicago, the = AUGUST 16 piri i reoiliae aba 


+P prise the 2026 college football regular season, 
CFP management committee reviewed and discussed the The GFP announced Atlenta The board tasked the CFP Management 
working group's proposed 12-team playoff format. The 


* hee as the host of the Committee with assessing the possibility 
management committee unanimously agreed t0 ask the | ational championship game of beginning the expanded playoff in 
OBE OF IAA to SOE Fone Sereecie re a at the conclusion of the 2024 either the 2024 or 2025 regular season. 
the solicitation of feedback from groups that would include 


regular season, 
student-athletes, athletics directors, faculty, coaches, 2 

university presidents and chancellors, bowls and ESPN 

about the details of the 12-team proposal 
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2026 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


CHRONOLOGY 


MAY2 


The CFP announced the game dates and bowl assignments for the 2024 and 202 


new schedule is as follows: 

2024 SEASON 

First Round (On-Campus) 

+ Friday, December 20, 2024: One Game (evening) 
1, December 21, 2024; Three Games (early 


a 125 afternoon, late afternoon and evening) 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Playoff Quarterfinals 

+ Tuesday, December 31, 2024: Vrbo Fiesta Bow! 
(evening) 

+ Wednesday, January 1, 2025: Chick-fil-A Peach 
Bow! (early afternoon), Rose Bowl Game (late 

ternoon) and Allstate Sugar Bowl (evening) 

Playoff Semifinals 

+ Thursday, January 9, 2025: Capital One Orange 
Bowl (evening) 

+ Friday, January 10, 2025: Goodyear Bowl Classic 
(evening) 

CFP National Championship 

+ Monday, January 20, 2025: Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium, Avlanta, Georgia 


MARCH 1 
Chris Ault, 
Jennifer Cohen 
and David Sayler 
were appointed 
to the selection 
committee. 


‘college Faotball 
Playoff (CFP) 
Executive Director 
Bill Hancock 
announced that 
he will step down 
when his contract 
expires February 1, 
2025. 


SEPTEMBER 4 
The management 
committee appointed 


Unive 


2°24 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


ity of Utah 
athletics director Mark 
Harlan to the s 
committee, replacing 
Jennifer Cohen. 


ball seasi 


2025 SEASON 

First Round (On-Campus) 

+ Friday, December 19, 2025: One Game (evening) 
+ Saturday, December 20, 2025: Three Games (e 
afternoon, late afternoon 

Playoff Quarterfinals 

+ Wednesday, December 31, 2025: Goodyear 
Cotton Bow Classic (evening) 

y, January 1, 2026: Capital One Orange 

rly afternoon), Rose Bowl Game (late 
afternoon) and Allstate Sugar Bow! (evening) 

Playoff Semifinals 

+ Thursday, January 8, 2026: Vrbo Fiesta Bowl 
(evening) 

+ Friday, January 9, 202 

(evening) 

CFP National Championship 

+ Monday, January 19, 2026: Hard Rock Stadium, 
Miami Garde 


ind evening) 


Chick-fil-A Peach Bow! 


s, Florida 


NOVEMBER 10 
Lieutenant General 
Richard M. Clark 

was named the new 


executive director of 
the CFP, replacing 
Bill Hancock 

who is retiring in 
January 2025. 


WHO NEEDS WILD THINGS AND 
WILD PLAGES IN TEXAS? 


: Téxaé Parks and Wildlife Foundation believes we-all do. 
‘Sy If you share-t elief, we invite you to have a conversati 


Since 1991, Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation has 
raised and invested more than $240 million to ensure 
the future of Texas’ wild things and wild places. 


tpwf.org | 214.720.1478 | Phil Lamb, plamb@tpwf.org 


Devils River State Natural Area / Photographer: Chase Fountain 


us. 


Learn more 


about TPWF: 


aa 
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AT&T 


OFFICIAL 5G SPONSOR OF 
‘THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


Not for Sale. 
AT&T is a proud supporter of the Gallaudet Bison. 


The players at Gallaudet University 

play the same football as anyone else. 
They face all the same competition. 

Sweat all the same yards. 

Unlike the teams they play against, 

these athletes are either Deaf or hard of hearing. 
But that has never held them back. 

This team learned to communicate visually, 
using American Sign Language. 

In fact, they invented the huddle 

way, way back in 1894, 

And as of today, they're helping to 

make sports history once again. 


Introducing the AT&T 5G helmet. 
A game changing, faster than fast way to connect 
the players, and level the playing field. 


Connecting 
CHANGES 
Everything” 


S AT&T 


TALE OF THE 


STEEL CORE 


HANDCRAFTED 
GOLD BRACKETS 


OPHY DESIGN " 
en 
football at the center of the base - 


The design features a focused 
that rises to form an actual-size 
ball. The trophy and base are 
two integral but separate pieces, 
so the trophy may be lifted up 


independently when it is awarded 
each year. 


TROPHY HEIGHT 


eo 6 a 5 
NCHES 


The trophy is handmade from 24k 
gold, bronze, and stainless steel. 


CRAFTED BY 


UAP POLICH 
TALLIX 


Expert craftsmen worked for 
three months, combining 
cutting edge technologies 
with timeless metal casting 
and finishing techniques to 
create the trophy. 


BASE HEIGHT 


The base is formed from bronze 
with a hand-rubbed black patina 
finish, bronze and stainless steel. 


( 
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ILLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


GOVERNANCE 


THE COMPANY 
CFP Administration, LLC, manages the administration operations of the College Football Playoff. Members of the company are the 


10 FBS conferences (American Athletic, Atlantic Coast, Big Ten, Big 12, Conference USA, Mid-American, Mountain West, Pac-12, 
Southeastern and Sun Belt) and the University of Notre Dame. 


CFP BOARD OF MANAGERS 


The company’s business, property and affairs are governed by the Board of Managers. The board develops, reviews and approves 
annual budgets, policies and operating guidelines. It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has authority over all 
aspects of the company’s operations 


Big Ten Conference Conference USA t Conference American Athletic Conference 
President, Penn State President, Western Kentucky President, Clemson President, Tulane 


Big 12 Conference Sun Belt Conference President, Notre Southeastern Conference 
President, West Virginia Chancellor, Troy Dame (independent) President, Mississippi State 


Pac-12 Conference Mid-American Conference Mountain West Conference 
President, Washington State President, Buffalo President, UNLV 


INAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


A TRUE DEPARTURE ON ARRIVAL 


A South Walton getaway always feels like coming home and getting away from it all at the same time. 
From 16 unique beach neighborhoods to the sugar-white sand and turquoise water, every 


encounter says “welcome back.” Find your perfect beach at VisitSouthWalton.com. 


SOUTH WALTON 


FLORIDA 


Q 


MIRAMAR BEACH - SEASCAPE - SANDESTIN - DUNE ALLEN - GULF PLACE - SANTA ROSA BEACH - BLUE MOUNTAIN BEACH 
GRAYTON BEACH - WATERCOLOR - SEASIDE - SEAGROVE - WATERSOUND - SEACREST - ALYS BEACH - ROSEMARY BEACH - INLET BEACH 
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ILLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


GOVERNANCE 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


The Management Committee manages the day-to-day operations of the College Football Playoff. It has authority over those aspects 
of the CFP's operations that are not reserved exclusively for the board, but all of its decisions are subject to review by the board 


American Athletic Conference Sun Belt Conference Pac-12 Conference 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 


Mountain West Conference Big Ten Conference Atlantic Coast Conference 
Commissioner ‘Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 


Cc 


Mid-American Conference Notre Dame (Independent) Big 12 Conference 
Commissioner Athletics Director Commissioner 
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ENOUGH TO SHARE 


DOESN’T MEAN YOU 


Have to 


More kicks of flavor. More smiling snackers. More to Tyson 


2°24 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
JANUARY 8 | HOUSTON 


THANK YOU 


TO OUR OFFICIAL SPONSORS 


@ « a 
Alistate. SAT&I = — CapitalOne 


ae re 
CHEELIT Se (1315 
G GOODSYEAR 
Modelo @& Prudential 
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RAM TACO BELL. 
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SELECTION COMMITTEE (:) 
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SEATED ‘STANDING 
(Lto R) (Lto R) 
Former Head Coach Director of Athletics 
and Director of Athletics Kentucky 
Nevada 


Director of Athletics 
VP for Intercollegiate Athletics Utah 
and Community Wellness 


Virginia Union 
Director of Athletics 


Navy 


Chair, Director of Athletics 


NC State Director of Athletics 


Michigan 


Director of Athletics 


Kansas State Former Student-Athlete 


Notre Dame 


Professor 


Montclair State University Director of Athletics 


Miami (Ohio) 


Former Head Coach 


Ohio, Wake Forest and Baylor Ferner Aii-Areerican 


Nebraska 
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Borox BOTOX 
for Chronic 


CHRONIC MIGRAINE 


BOTOX® prevents 
headaches in adults with 
Chronic Migraine: 15 or 
more headache days a 
month, each lasting 4 hours 
or more. BOTOX® is not 
approved for 14 or fewer 
headache days a month, 


BOTOX® prevents, on 
average, 8 to 9 headache 
days and migraine/probable 
migraine days a month 

(vs 6 to 7 for placebo). 


INDICATION 

BOTOX® (onabotulinumtoxinA) isa prescription medicine that is injected into muscles and 
used to prevent headaches in adults with chronic migraine who have I5 or more days 

each month with headache lasting 4 oF mo day in people 18 years and older 
Itis not known whether BOTOX iss to prevent headaches in patients 
with migraine who have 14 each month (episodic migraine) 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


BOTOX may cause serious side effects that can be life threatening. Get medical 
help right away if you have any of these problems any time (hours to weeks) 


after injection of BOTOX: 


* Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing, due 
f life You are at the highest risk if 


weakening of associated 
these proble 
for sel 

* Spread of toxin effects. The effect of botulinum toxin may affect areas away from 
the injection sits including loss of strength and all-over 
muscle weakne: ing lids; hoarseness or 


re preexisting befo 
ral months. 


ction, Swallowing problems may last 


Migraine?» (- 


x 


what 
about 
cost? 


Questions about BOTOX"? 
It's time to ask your doctor. 


change or 
breathing: and troubl 

There has not been a confirmed ser 

site when BOTOX has bee 

BOTOX may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, vision problems, of 
jzziness within hours to we ng BOTOX. If this happens, do not drive a 

car, operate machinery, or do other dangerous activities. 

Do not receive BOTOX if you ar 

Medication Guide for ingredients), had an allerg 

product such as Myoblac® (rimabotulinumtoxin8), Dysport® (abobotulinumtoxind), 
(eomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA); hat in infection at janned injection site. 

‘The dose of BOTOX is not the same as, or comparable to, another botulinum 

toxin product. 

Serious and/or immediate allergic reactions have been reported, including 

itching; rash; red, itchy et i 19 faint. 

Get medical help right aw further injection of BOTOX 

should be discontinued, 


3s of bladder control; trouble 


from the injection 
chronic migraine 


to any of 
botulinum toxin 


in a survey, 


97% 


of current BOTOX® 
users say they plan 
to keep using it!*""”” 


and 


92% 


of current BOTOX 
users said they 
wish they'd talked 
to a doctor and 
started sooner!* 


\ 


‘By participating in the BOTOX® Savings | 
Program, you acknowledge and agree 

4 7 \s & Conditions set 
out at BOTC XSavingsProgram.c com) 
‘TermsandConditions. Patients enrolled 
in Medicare, Medicaid, TRICARE, 0 or any 
‘other government-reimbursed healthcare 
_ program are not eligibl Other restrictions 
and maximum limits 5 apply. 


*2020 TOR" Cron Mie Pat 


ResexrchBOTON arent, ‘BOTON eect ate ven you dctor 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued) 

Tell your doctor about all your musele or nerve conditions, such as ALS or Lou 
Gehrig's diseas or Lai ton syndrome, as you may be 
increased risk of including difficulty swallowing and difficulty 
breathing from ty 


uur face; hai 
jelids, and 
any other abnor 
k TOK can hi 
known if BOTOX pas: 
Tell your doctor about all the medicines you tak 
‘the-counter medicin and herbal supp! 
other medicines may ca effects. Do not start any new medicines until 
You have told your doctor that you have received BOTOX in the past. 
ur doctor ify in the last 4 months; 
ived injectio or Xeomin® in 
st (tell your d recently received 


iption and 
TOX wi 


text SAVE to 27747* 


"ee vac fer ys Wile Me 


= 2 
- iz =< 
wee rs 
> 
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BOTOX® prevents headaches 
in adults with Chronic Migraine 
before they even start. 


It's about 10 minutes 
of treatment once every 
3 months.' 


It's time to talk 
to your doctor about 


BOTOX® and ask if 
samples are available. 


you may pay 


BoTrox: 


ONAbOtUTINUMLOXINA ject 
CHRONIC MIGRAINE 


BOTOXChronicMigraine.com 


yy ay ry Tea HELP ep STOP aed 


an antibiotic by inj cold medicine; take 
asleep medic 

Other side effects of BOTOX include 
site; tiredness; headache; neck pain 
decreased eyesight, drooping eyelid: 
eyebrows, and upper respiratory tract 


or pain at the injection 
cuble vision, blurred vision, 
eyes; drooping 


For more information, refer to the Medi 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088, 

Please see accompanying Summary of Information, including Boxed Warning, or 
visit www.rxabbvie.com/pdf/botox_pi.pdf for full Prescribing Information. 

If you are having difficulty paying for your medicine, AbbVie may be able to help. 
Visit AbbVie.com/myAbbVieAssist to learn more. 


Allerg 
are the p 


abobvie 


‘Summary of Information about BOTOX® (onabotulinumtoxinA) 


What is the most important information | should know 
about BOTOX"? 


BOTOX® may cause serious side effects that can be life 
threatening. Call your doctor or get medical help right away if 
you have any of these problems any time (hours to weeks) after 
injection of BOTOX®: 


+ Problems swallowing, speaking, or breathing, due to 
weakening of associated muscles, can be severe and result 
in loss of life. You are at the highest risk if these problems are 
pre-existing before injection. Swallowing problems may last for 
several months 


Spread of toxin effects, The effect of botulinum toxin may affect 
‘areas away from the injection site and cause serious symptoms: 
Including: Joss of strength and all-over muscle weakness, 

double vision, blurred vision and drooping eyelids, hoarseness. 
‘or change or loss of voice, trouble saying words clearly, loss of 
bladder control, trouble breathing, and trouble swallowing 


There has not been 2 confirmed serious case of spread of toxin 
effect away from the injection site when BOTOX® has been used at 
the recommended dose to treat Chronic Migraine. 


BOTOX® may cause loss of strength or general muscle weakness, 
vision problems, or dizziness within hours to weeks of taking 
BOTOX®. If this happens, do not drive a car, operate machinery, 
or do other dangerous activities. 


BOTOX" dosing units are not the same as, or comparable to, 
any other botulinum toxin product. 


What is BOTOX®? 


BOTOX® is prescription medicine a medical professional injects into 
muscles to prevent headaches in adults with chronic migraine who 
have 15 or more days each month with headache lasting 4 or more 
hours each day in people 18 years and older. 


It is not known whether BOTOX is safe or effective to prevent 
headaches in people with migraine who have 14 or fewer headache 
days each month (episodic migraine). 


Who should not receive BOTOX®? 


Do not receive BOTOX® if you are: allergic to any of the ingredients in 
BOTOX® such as botulinum toxin type A and human serum albumin; 
had an allergic reaction to another botulinum toxin product such as 
Myobloc® (rimabotulinumtoxinB), Dysport® (abobotulinumtoxinA), 
or Xeomin® (incobotulinumtoxinA); or have a skin infection at the 
planned injection site. 


What should | tell my doctor before treatment? 


Tell your doctor about all your muscle or nerve conditions, such as 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's disease), myasthenia 
gravis, or Lambert-Eaton syndrome, as you may be at increased 
tisk of serious side effects. 


Tell your doctor if you have or have had breathing problems such 
as.asthma or emphysema; swallowing problems; bleeding issues; 
plan to or have had surgery; have forehead muscle weakness such 
as trouble raising your eyebrows; drooping eyelids; or any changes 
to your face. 


Tell your doctor if you are pregnant, plan to become pregnant, 
are breastfeeding or plan to breast feed. It is not known if 
BOTOX® (onabotulinumtoxinA) can harm your unborn baby or 
if BOTOX® passes into breast milk. 


What Are Common Side Effects? 


The most common side effects include neck pain; headache; 
migraine; slight or partial facial paralysis; drooping eyebrows; 
eyelid drooping; bronchitis; musculoskeletal stiffness; muscular 
weakness; pain in 1 or more muscles, ligaments, tendons, or 
bones; muscle spasms; injection site pain; and high blood pressure. 
Other side effects have been reported including allergic reactions. 
e.g. Itching, rash, red itchy welts, wheezing, asthma symptoms, or 
dizziness or feeling faint. 


These are not all of the possible side effects. Call your doctor for 
medical advice if you experience any side effects after treatment 
with BOTOX". 


What Should | Tell My Doctor About Medicines and Vitamins 
'Take? 


Using BOTOX® with certain other medicines may cause serious 
side effects. Do not start any new medicines until you have told 
your doctor that you have received BOTOX’ in the past. Tell your 
doctor if you have received an injection with another botulinum 
toxin product in the last 4 months, such as Myobloc®, Dysport®, or 
Xeomin® Be sure your doctor knows which product you received, 


Tell your doctor about all prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins and herbal supplements you take; recent 
antibiotic injections; anticholinergics; muscle relaxants; allergy or 
cold medicine; sleep medicine; aspirin-like products, and blood 
thinners. Ask your doctor if you are not sure whether your 
medicine is listed above. 


To Learn More 


If you would like more information, talk to your doctor and/or go. 
to BotoxChronicMigraine:com for full Product Information. 


You may report side effects to the FDA at 
www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 
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na ownd by Alege, me 

Patera. See: von ahergan conproauctsptert.nouces 

Myobloc loa registered nademan el Soiice Neurosciences, 

Dyspost* ra registered ademark of nse Bopharm Lten Company: 

enn 9 reine! ater Mare Pao int & Ca KG 


Allergan. 


an AbbVie company 


PLAYOFF SEMIFINAL 


Ow, 
eOW 


>, 
So * 


© Prudential 


ROg,, 


ALABAMA 


FREQUENCY OF RANKINGS 


Selection Committee members meet 
weekly, in person, on Mondays and 
Tuesdays to produce rankings. The 
committee released its first rankings 
Wednesday, November 1 and continued 
for the next four weeks leading up to 
Selection Day on Sunday, December 

3, 2023. 


DATA 


Selection Committee members had 
wealth of information, including 
review of video, statistics, and their 
‘own expertise to guide them in their 
deliberations. They emphasized 
obvious factors like win-loss records 
and results against common 
opponents. The playoff group has 
retained SportSource Analytics to 
provide the data platform that allowed 
the committee members to compare 
and contrast every team on every 
level possible. 
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s 
THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
~. PLAYOFF HAS CROWNED 
NINE DESERVING NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS THUS FAR. vA 
HERE’S A LOOK AT’MOW THEY = 
DID IT ON THE BIG STAGE. 
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LOS ANGELES 2023 


ee 
BO FIESTA.BOWL 
F- NO.3,. TCU.” * 51 
-NO.2 MICHIGAN: | | ~"45 
~ CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL, 
+ NO.4 OHIO STATE 41 


“SN. 1... GEORGIA 42 


pint halftime 
TCU te 
of 3, 


title game. 


juarterback Stetson Bennett, a former 
alk-on, threw for 304 yards and four touchdc 
sitching in another two rushing 
es, Bennett 
Sofi Stadium 
Inglewood, California c ship record, was voted the Offensive 
er of the Game for the second straight year. 
all, Georgia's offense posted five 
uchdowns, including the pair by Ben 
another two from Branson Robin 
Stones key also pulled down tw che 
tetson Bennett receptions on the night, while Brock Bowers 
BOBSLA Geonia ti the night, while Brock Bi 


pai homore DB Javon Bullard was named 
(silted 3 /e Player of the Game after picking The journey is what it’s 
enta = fi J passes and recovering about. And these guys 
— 


ed Frog fumble, all in the first half. 


t . have everything we've 
72 628 defense finished the . maka. Dus 
Defense 
t) 


Javon Bullard including a pair by Bear Alexander. i just been so 
mae! Mondon Jr. le gia with five pleased with 

including four solo stops. the mental 

gia is the first team in th nakaun mand 

;otball Playoff era to win back-to-back the character 

ampionships, 7 of this team. 
d the Bulldogs’ 17th in a row They've embodied 

everything we've 


pies 7. UG asked them to do. 
22 nationa o campaign with a perfect 1 
Bulldogs ning the Clemson Tigers and GEORGIA 
s as the third team in the 
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Bowl Season promotes the game of college football 
by providing meaningful experiences and life-long 
memories for players, coaches, fans, universities 
and communities across the country. 


BOWLSEASON.COM | @BOWLSEASON 
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JANUARY 10, 2022 


LOCATION PLAYERS 
Lucas Oil Stadium OF THE GAME 
Indianapolis, indiana 


NATIONAL 
ANTHEM 


Natalie Grant 


ATTENDANCE 


68,311 


1 Alabama Crimson Tide, 33-18, capturing 
the pragram’s first national championship 
overall 


Ti No. 3 Georgia Bulldogs defeated the No. 


in the College Football Playoff and fi 
national title in 41 years. 


In the contest, senior quarterback Stetson 
Bennett, a former walk-on, threw two touchdown 
passes, including scoring throws of 40 yards to 


NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
NO.3 GEORGIA 


PLAYOFF SEMIFINALS 

GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC 
\NO.4 CINCINNATI 6 

NO.1 ALABAMA 27 


CAPITAL ONE ORANGE BOWL 
NO.3 GEORGIA 34 
NO.2 MICHIGAN “11 


‘Adonai Mitchell and 15 yards 
to Brock Bowers. Bennett 
completed 17-0f-26 passes for 
224 yards en route to being voted 
the Offensive Player of the Game. 


Georgia again leaned on its 
defense, allowing only 30 
rushing yards from the Tide. UGAS title clinching 
touchdown came on cornerback Kelee Ringo’s 
73-yard interception return of Bryce Young’s 

pass with less than a minute remaining. It was 
redemption for a Bulldog defensive unit that 
hadn't allowed more than 17 points in a game 
before being humbled in its 41-24 loss to Alabama 
in the SEC championship game on Dec. 4. The 
Bulldogs entered the national championship 
game allowing a nation-best 96 points per game. 


Junior DB Lewis Cine was named Defensive Player 
of the Game after collecting seven total tackles, 
including six solo stops, one from behind the line 
of scrimmage and a pass breakup. Linebackers 
Quay Walker and Channing Tindall led Georgia 
with eight tackles apiece, while Nolan, 
Smith pitched in two tackles 

for loss. 


Georgia C 
completed 

the 2021-22 

campaign with 

14-1 record, ~ 


a 
capped by its 

first national title 

since the 1980 

season under Vince 

Dooley, The victory also 


marked the first for UGA head coach 

Kirby Smart, former Alabama defensive 
coordinator, in five meetings with Crimson 
Tide head coach Nick Saban, 
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Hard Rock 
Miami Gardens, Florida 


a Smith 
Alabama 


aa) 
Defense 
Christian Barmore 
Ge 


jhe final game of a college football 
season that was uncertain to be played 
in the summer and filled with disruptions 


because of a pandemic ended with the CFP No. 
‘seed taking a 52-24 win over No. 3 Ohio State 


It was Alabama‘s sixth national championship in 
12 years under head coach Nick Saban. 


The Tide finished the year 13-0. 
Wide receiver DeVonta Smith, 
running back Najee Harris 
and quarterback Mac Jc 
proved to be too muc! 

very talented Ohi 

putting together 60 minu 
impre 


"To me, this is the ultimate team,” Saban said 

There is more togetherness on this team than 
on almost any team we've ever had. They've 
had to overcome and to persevere so much 
through this season, and they have done it 
magnificently. 


‘Smith saved the best for last, 
another terrific performance in 
the final game of his college 
career. The Heisman Trophy 
winner had 12 catches for 215 
yards and three touchdowns, 

all in the first half, Smith finishe 

his career as the leading receiver 
in SEC history and Offensive Player 
of the Game. 


Ohio State's Justin Fields passed for 
194 yards and a touchdown, Jones was 
36-0f-45 for a national championship- 
cord 464 yards and five 
Harris had 158 yards from s ‘ 
29 touches, scoring three times to give 
him an SEC-record 30 touchdowns on 
the season. 
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ROSE BOWL GAME a 
PRESENTED BY CAPITAL ONE 
NO.4 NOTREDAME & 14 
NO.1 ALABAMA 31 


ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL 
NO.3 OHIO STATE ai 
NO.2 CLEMSON 28 


I think we're the best 
team to ever play. Thi 
is no team that wi 
ever play an SEC 
schedule like that 
again. 


ALABAMA 
QUARTERBACK 
MAC JONES 
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Proceeds from the sale of College Football Playoff 
licensed merchandise go to support the participating 
institutions and Extra Yard for Teachers, the CFP 
Foundation’s initiative that empowers teachers and 
students by providing resources, support and 
program development to positively affect students’ 
education in K-12 classrooms and in the 
communities throughout the country that will host 
the College Football Playoff National Championship. 
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PLAYOFF SEMIFINALS 
CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 
NO.1 LSU 63 
NO.4 OKLAHOMA 28 
PLAYSTATION FIESTA BOWL 


NO.3 CLEMSON 29 
NO.2 OHIO 23 


It marked the first time the 
top-ranked team won the CFP 
National Championship and 
the second straight year the 
champion finished the season 
at 15-0. 


Ja'Marr Chase caught nine 
balls for 221 yards and two scores, and Justin 
DUES Rh ARRIETA M  efferson added nine catches for 106 yards. 

, Thaddeus Moss had five catches and two 
LOCATION PLAYERS scores. Defensively, LSU's Patrick Queen's eight 
Mercedes-Benz OF THE GAME total tackles, including six solo stops plus a half 
Superdome " sack, earned him Defensive Player of the Game 
New Orleans, honors. 


Louisiana 


k Trevor Lawrence started 
me | the game with a rushing touchdown, while 

= . also connecting on 18-of-37 passes for 234 
yards. Remarkably, it was the first 

loss of his collegiate career. 

ending a personal 25-game 
win streak as a starter and 
kitonae a. 29-game win streak for 
ANTHEM Clemson overall 


Clemson quarter 


| Offense 
Joe Burrow 


Lauren Daigl 


ATTENDANCE 


76,885 


eisman Trophy winner Joe Burrow capped 

and his team, bringing the CFP National 
Championship title to LSU in a 42-25 win over 
Burrow’s five touchdown passes and 463 yards 
through the air were the most for a BCS or CFP 
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NO. CLEMSON a5 
NO.4 OKLAHOMA 34 


ound Ill of the title-game 
series between these 
teams actually marked the 


fourth straight year they met in 
a CFP game — the Crimson Tide 
dominated the Tigers in a 2018 
Playoff Semifinal. This time, it 
was almost all Clemson. 


JANUARY 7, 2019 


After a back-and-forth first quarter, the Tigers 
found themselves down, 16-14, early in the 
Location PLAYERS second quarter. Then freshman quarterback 


i's Stadium OF THE GAME Trevor Lawrence, running back Travis Etienne : ) 
and a defense led by cornerback Travyon Mullen ai 
turned the game around. u 


Lawrence connected with nine receivers, 
completing 20-0f-32 passes for 347 yards and 
three touchdowns, and Etienne ran for a pair of 
touchdowns. Mullen had a sack, forced a fumble 
and returned an interception 46 

yards as the Tigers stopped an 

Alabama offense that had been 

averaging 47 points per game. 


Clemson became the first team to 
go 15-0 since Penn in 1897, 
ATTENDANCE We 


oy) el 'gamee 
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DON'T MISS QUT! 
SHOP 2024 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP MERCH! 


GEAR UP AT 
SHOP.COLLEGEFOOTBALLPLAYOFF.COM 


SCAN 


TO SHOP 


NATIONAL 


LOCATION 
flerced 

Stadium 
Atlanta, 


ATTENDANCE 


T7430 


84 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


also turned out to be the first 
CFP National Championship to 
go to overtime. 


The game was a tale of two 
halves. Georgia stormed ahead, 13-0, by 
shutting down Jalen Hurts and the Crimson 
Tide offense. So at halftime, Alabama coach 
Nick Saban turned to backup quarterback Tua 
Tagovailoa, and the true freshman put on quite 
a show. The lefty guided the Tide to 20 points 
in the second half, tying the game with 3:49 
left. Tagovailoa got Alabama in position for the 
winning field goal as time expired, but the 36. 
yard kick sailed wide left 


Georgia won the coin toss and reclaimed the 
lead with a 51-yard field goal. A sack by the 
Bulldogs’ defense left the Tide facing second. 
and-26, but Tagovailoa found fellow 
freshman receiver DeVonta Smith 

down the left sideline for 41 yards 

and the national championship: 

winning touchdown. Alabama won 

its second title of the CFP era, its 

fifth in nine years, and gave Saban 

the sixth crown of his career. 
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jhe first title-game matchup 
between teams from the 
me conference (the SEC) 
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ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWLS . 
NO. 4 ALABAMA 24 2 LIF 
NO. 1) CLEMSON 6 dikes 


ROSE BOWL GAME PRESENTED 
BY NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 
NO.3_ GEORGIA 54 
NO.2” OKLAHOMA 48 (207) 
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Our revolutionary COASTALUME”™ steel solution outperforms 
the competition, defending your residential or commercial 
building against sun, salt spray, and hurricane-force winds. 
Backed by an industry-best warranty and infinitely recyclable, 
it's built to keep the elements off the scoreboard every time. 


It’s time to update your roofing playbook and ride 
the next wave in sustainable building materials. 


CSASTALUM= @=™ 


Scan for more 
information or 
to find a dealer 
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S CHAMPIONSHIP 
NO.2 CLEMSON 35, 
sestiengne J ALABAMA’ Peat 


Las PPAVOFE SEMIFINALS 
CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 
NO.1 ALABAMA 24 
NO.4 WASHINGTON 7 
PLAYSTATION FIESTA BOWL 


NO.2 CLEMSON 31 
NO.3 OHIO STATE ° 


n college footballs first-ever 
J essessioniemarhteten 
teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2, 
Clemson and Alabama staged 
an epic sequel to the 2016 
edition of the CFP title game. 


Seeking a second straight 
national championship, the Crimson Tide 
JANUARY 7, 2017 jumped ahead, 14-0, and cruised into the fourth 

4 quarter leading 24-14. Then Tigers quarterback 
LOCATION PLAYERS Deshaun Watson took over, guiding two long, 
Raymond James OF THE GAME quick touchdown drives. That gave Clemson its 
stadium first lead of the game, 28-24, with 4:38 left. The 
Tampa Bay, Florida fun was just beginning, 


a ® Alabama's true freshman quarterback, Jalen 
ed om Hurts, responded with a 30-yard touchdown 
4 run to reclaim the lead. Trailing again, Watson 
took over with 2:01 left on his own 36-yard line. 
The final 20 seconds were filled with dramatic 
moments, capped by Watson throwing a 
two-yard touchdown pass 
to Hunter Renfrow with 
0:01 left. 
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The Tigers claimed their first 


74 512 : national title since 1981 while 
, snapping Alabama's 26-game 


winning streak. 
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PLAYOFF SEMIFINALS 
CAPITAL ONE ORANGE BOWL 


NO.1 CLEMSON 37 
NO.4 OKLAHOMA 7 


ROSE BOWL GAME PRESENTED 
BY NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 
NO.2 ALABAMA 38 
NO.3 MICHIGANSTATE 0 


he highly anticipated 
T showdown between two 
powerful teams somehow 
managed to exceed the hype. 
And it turned out to be the 
first act of the defining college 
football matchup of the decade. 


The individual stars shined brightly. Clemson 
SE CAMO ESLER MGM quarterback Deshaun Watson, a Heisman Trophy 
finalist, compiled 478 total yards. Yet Alabama's 
Heisman Trophy winner, Derrick Henry, ran for 
158 yards and three touchdowns. Tide tight end 
(0.1. Howard caught five passes for 208 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns. 


LOCATION PLAYERS 
OF THE GAME 


The game ultimately was decided by two plays 
by Alabama's special teams in the fourth quarter. 
The first came right after the Tide tied the 
game at 24, They recovered a surprise 

‘onside kick and cashed in the extra 

possession with a 51-yard touchdown 

pass to Howard. Clemson answered 

with afield goal, then 

Alabama's Kenyan = 
Drake returned Sere re 


75 765 we the ensuing kickoff 95 yards for efense 

5 sina another touchdown a gras 
The Crimson Tide claimed its f 
first CFP National Championship 


ina classic contest between two 
formidable teams. 
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Banking with Capital One is an easier decision 
than choosing to cheer for your home team. 


Plus with no fees or minimums on checking and 
savings accounts, is it even a decision? 


That’s Banking Reimagined. 
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CapitalOne 
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ee 
~ 
4 T&T Stadium in Arlington 
7 Texas, was the ne of 
the first College Football 
= Playoff National Championship— 


and the culmination of a fairy- 
tale ending that would have 
left Cinderella high-fiving Snow 
White. 


Cardale Jones ended spring practice as the No. 
3 quarterback on the Ohio State depth chart. 
But when returning starter Braxton Miller got 
AT&T Stadium hurt before the season and JT. Barrett got hurt 
in the regular-season finale, Jones was pressed 
into duty. His first college start came against 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten Championship Game, 
= and he led the Buckeyes to a 59-0 win. Then he 
es guided the fourth-seeded Buckeyes past top: 
4 orttes seeded Alabama, 42-35, in the College Football 
zekiel Elliott Playoff Semifinal. That sent Ohio State into th 


nib State inaugural title game against 
CRS mecoii-seeded Oragonardl All the odds were stacke: 


its Héteman Trophy-winniig against us through the 
quarterback, Marcus Mariota, whole season, and 

The Ducks reached the CFP. for us to be national 
National Championship with champs, it not only 
859-20 victory over the means a lot to me 
reigning champs, Florida State. but our community, 
The unheralded Jones outdueled Mariota, Buckeye Nation, and 
throwing for 242 yards and a touchdown, our hometown: 

although the biggest star for Ohio State 

was the guy standing behind Jones in OHTo STATE 


the ba Ezekiel Elliott ran for 246 
yards and four touchdowns. So in the , QUARTERBACK 


f the new format, the new || CARDALE JONES 
e Football Playoff National 
hampionship trophy was placed 
in the hands of a team that 
ended the regular season 
ranked fourth. 


Arlington, Te 
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ILLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


ALL COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PLAYOFF YEAR 10 TEAM 


YEAR 1 


As it celebrates Year 10, the College Football Playoff would like to recognize some of the great performers during its first decade. 
With the assistance of members of the Football Writers of Association of America (FWAA), the following players were selected as 
outstanding individuals at their respective positions for their play in the CFP. 


OFFENSE 
TACKLE 


Alex Leatherwood, Alabama 
Cam Robinson, Alabama 


GUARD 
John Simpson, Clemson 
Pat Elfein, Ohio State 


CENTER 
Sedrick Van Pran, Georgia 


WIDE RECEIVER 
JaMarr Chase, LSU 

Justin Jefferson, LSU 
DeVonta Smith, Alabama 


TIGHT END 


Brock Bowers, Georgia 


RUNNING BACK 
Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 


QUARTERBACK 


Joe Burrow, LSU 


DEFENSE 
DEFENSIVE LINE 


DaRon Payne, Alabama 
Christian Barmore, Alabama 
Christian Wilkins, Clemson 
Dylan Horton, TCU 


LINEBACKER 
Ben Boulware, Clemson 
Roquan Smith, Georgia 
Kevin Dodd, Clemson 


CORNERBACK 
Tyvis Powell, Ohio State 
Trayvon Mullin, Clemson 


SAFETY 


Lewis Cine, Georgia 
Eddie Jackson, Alabama 


SPECIALTIES 


KICKER 
Rodrigo Blankenship, Georgia 


PUNTER 
J.K. Scott, Alabama 
RETURNER 


Kenyon Drake, Alabama 


“Rodrigo 
Blankenship— 


Christian 
Wilkins 
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—4/ The Heisman... 
More than a Trophy 


For 89 years, the Heisman Memorial Trophy has been awarded to the 
football player in the United States. Today, wigs the “gala 


nation’s youth and provides equitable opportunities to lienated communities, m 
possible through the financial support of our sponsors, Nissan and ESPN. 


The Trophy inspires. The Trust makes an impact. 
Together, they change lives. 
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PLAYOFF FOUNDATION, 


A DECADE OF SUPPORTING TEACHERS 


BY DAVID LEE 


xtra Yard for Teachers is the year- 
E=: primary initiative of the 
College Football Playoff (CFP) 
Foundation - the College Football Playoff’s 
community outreach arm. Over the last 
10 years, the CFP Foundation has left 
an indelible impact on education and 
the teaching profession, and the Extra 
Yard for Teachers logo has become 
synonymous with empowering teachers 
and supporting students across the 
country. You can’t watch college football 
today without seeing that green apple 
with a football imprint on it at some point. 


Since its inception in 2014, the CFP 
Foundation has become the largest 
sports entity in the country dedicated 

to supporting teachers. Whether 

it's equipping teachers with critical 
resources, advancing STEM programs, 
fueling national recognition platforms 

or helping revolutionize the classroom 
experience, the true lasting positive 
impact is immeasurable. But a few key 
metrics can help quantify what's been 
accomplished so far. The CFP Foundation 
and its partners have collectively invested 
a total of $70 million toward advancing 
education, while supporting more than 
500,000 teachers, reaching 10 million 
students and benefiting 55,000 schools. 
The growth has been exponential, but 

its humble origin, which coincided 

with the launch of the College Football 
Playoff for the 2014 season, was an 
ambitious experiment to elevate the 
teaching profession through resources, 
recognition, professional development 
and recruitment and retention. 


“When we were considering whether 
to try this experiment — using a big 
platform like the College Football Playoff 
to solve social challenges and needs 

like education — we weren't absolutely 
‘sure at the time,” said CFP Foundation 
Executive Director Britton Banowsky. “We 
identified education because the College 
Football Playoff is an extension of higher 
education. We realized that teachers in 
particular needed support, and they still 


Ryan O'6lock 
ree thousand 


a onc Yay 60 


need support there. They are generally 
underrecognized, and the prestige in 
the profession is not where it should 

be. Narrowly focusing on educators and 
education has helped us drive impact 
in a way that we know we're making a 
difference.” 


Early on, Extra Yard for Teachers Week 
was created to honor teachers in local 
communities at the beginning of the 
school year. Teacher Appreciation Week 
is in May, but Banowsky thought it would 
be nice to honor and encourage teachers 
as they were getting back into the 
classroom. Universities and conferences 
quickly joined in to support it, while ESPN 
and conference networks started to 
highlight teachers and broadcast special 
donations. 


Organizations across the country outside 
of football have also participated. Three 
years ago, the Big Day for Teachers was 
added during Extra Yard for Teachers 
Week as a single-day concerted effort of 
community impact across the extended 
college football family. Millions of dollars 
in investments are announced on that 
day and thousands of people nationwide 
support teachers in multifaceted ways. 
Grants are announced, finalists for the 
National Teachers Hall of Fame are 
highlighted and student-athletes and 
coaches surprise teachers and tell stories 
of the impact those educators have made 


The CFP Foundation’s work aims to 
impact communities long term. With 
each announcement of the next College 
Football Playoff National Championship 
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location, the work immediately begins by 
identifying specific needs in local schools. 
Through the Foundation’s mission, 
complete technology centers have 

been created, gardens have been built 
and teacher retention and recruitment 
campaigns have been greatly improved 
to help fill classroom vacancies. Looking 
back over the last decade, Banowsky 
said that providing classroom resources 
stands out as the most impactful, filling 
the gap between what educators have 

in the classroom and what they need to 
be successful 


“We pride ourselves in the way we 
approach the legacy work in these 
communities, because we go in really 
early, engage, and try to be really 

good listeners about the needs of the 
community,” Banowsky said. "We've 
had some amazing stories, whether it's 
college readiness in Tampa or literacy in 
Atlanta or the recruitment and retention 
of teachers in New Orleans. It’s hard to 
make changes in the education space in 
a couple months. It takes years to get the 
outcomes you're looking for. That's why 
we go in early and stay late. 


As the College Football Playoff expands 
from its current four-teams to a 12-team 
format next year, so does the opportunity 
for the CFP Foundation to increase its 
brand exposure, revenue, and, ultimately, 
impact. “If you have 12 teams, obviously 
there's going to be a whole lot more 
Opportunity to raise awareness and 
funding,” Banowsky said. “So, we see 
growth in revenue, but we also see 
growth in our potential to make an impact 
during the early rounds of the Playoff 

by investing in the communities that 

are hosting and expanding our overall 
postseason footprint. 


Historian Henry Adams once wrote that “a 
teacher affects eternity: he can never tell 
where his influence stops.” If that's true, 
then the impact of the CFP Foundation 
will continue to expand. What it's 
planting—along with its many partners— 
in communities across the country will 
ripple through generations. 


ACCUMULATED IMPACT: 


$70 MILLION 
IN SUPPORT OF EDUCATION 


500,000 
TEACHERS SUPPORTED 


10 MILLION 
STUDENTS REACHED 


5,000 
SCHOOLS BENEFITED 
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HOUSTON LOVES TEACHERS, 


AN IMPACT CAMPAIGN TO RECOGNIZE, 

RESOURCE, RECRUIT AND RETAIN LOCAL 

TEACHERS 
CFP FOUNDATION 
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communities hosting the national i 
OINVESD> 


T=GHies: 


championship game and develops a 
comprehensive strategy to support 
teachers. The greater Houston area is no 
exception; we have a lot to celebrate! 


Through a thoughtful collaboration with 
Good Reason Houston and the Houston 
Host Committee, the CFP Foundation 
launched Houston Loves Teachers in 

May 2023, which is a collective impact 
campaign to recruit, reward and retain 
excellent teachers in the greater Houston 
area. Already, Houston Loves Teachers has 
grown to a well-recognized brand with 
more than 25,000 educators from over 

12 Houston-area public school districts 
engaged through events, classroom 
resource giveaways and subs 
the newly-launched digital platforn 


Immediately following the 2024 national 
championship game, a bilingual media 
and storytelling campaign will be 
launched in the spring to help recruit 

new educators to Houston, while at the 
same time continuing to uplift the existing 
Houston teacher community both online 
and in person through more teacher 
appreciation, recognition, resource and 
professional development activities. 


25,000 
SUBSCRIBERS TO THE HOUSTON 
LOVES TEACHERS DIGITAL 
PLATFORM 


$500,000 
IN CLASSROOM RESOURCE 
DONATIONS 


$3 MILLION 
INVESTED IN HOUSTON'S 
SCHOOLS AND TEACHER 
WORKFORCE 
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A17-yr old from North Carolina, Sadie adores college A19-yr old from Georgia, Olé has overcome great 
football. She will be competing in Women's Wheelchair adversity. In route to football practice, he was hit by 
Basketball at the University of Alabama this year. another vehicle traveling 98 mph. Doctors gave him 24hrs 
At 3yrs old, Sadie suffered a spinal cord condition that to live. Remarkably, after emerging from a coma, he began 
resulted in paralysis of her lower body - yet her attitude a 10mth journey of healing. Olé’s determination has no 
remains positive and her future is bright! limits and during his graduation ceremony, he walked the 
stage to deliver an inspiring speech to his classmates. 


Dream On 3 is a national non-profit making sports dreams come true for kids and teens 
with life-altering conditions. We are thrilled to host Dreamers Sadie and Olé at the 
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Message Us To Learn More About How You Can Get In The Huddle! 


FOLLOW US 


Ofdinx v DREAMON3.ORG 
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() COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


A NEW POSTSEASON 
INITIATIVE, 


TOUCHDOWN FOR TEACHERS 


he College Football Playoff (CFP) 
T Foundation and ESPN Citizenship are 
celebrating 10 years of partnership 
with the launch of a new postseason effort 
to support educators called Touchdown 
for Teachers. This postseason, the CFP 
Foundation and ESPN will donate $1,000 
to local schools for every touchdown 
scored during each bowl game, including 
the 2024 CFP National Championship. 
Following each game, the funds will be 
distributed directly to local teachers 
within that bow! game's market. Bow! 
games, which draw immense attention 


ESPN is proud to 
team up with the 
CFP Foundation 
to celebrate 
and support the 
extraordinary 
contributions of our 
nation’s teachers,” 
said Kevin Martinez, 
ESPN vice president 
of Corporate 
Citizenship. “We're 
so grateful for the 
teachers’ selfless 
commitment to 
their students and 
to building stronger 
communities. 


and enthusiasm in each community and 
across the country, provide an ideal 
platform to raise awareness about the 
importance of education. 


The funds generated through Touchdown 
for Teachers will directly benefit teachers 
in host cities, enabling them to access TOUCHDOWN 
additional resources. These resources may 

include books, educational technology, 

art supplies, science equipment and 

other materials that enhance learning 
experiences for students across various 
subjects and grade levels. 
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touchdowntorteachers.org 
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EXPONENTIAL IMPACT 
THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS 


CFP FOUNDATION 


Education is a cornerstone for strong 
communities. It's the basis of self- 
empowerment, economic growth, 
broadened employment opportunities and 
greater civic engagement. As the College 
Football Playoff (CFP) Foundation’s impact 
started to take off after its launch in 2014, 
locking arms with partners throughout 
college football, media and other various 
philanthropy organizations helped expand 
the reach exponentially. 


‘As we evolved, we got into providing 
a significant amount of resources for 
teachers in the classrooms,” said CFP 
Foundation Executive Director Britton 
Banowsky. “We developed a lot of 
programming to support the mission, The 
last five to seven years have been about 
scaling the work through our partners. 


The roots of the CFP Foundation began by 
leveraging the larger platform of college 
football, and today, that list of support 
includes partnerships with with every FBS 
conference and their member institutions, 
plus every bowl game, ESPN, conference 
networks and corporate partners such 

as Dr Pepper, Eckrich, and Cheez-It 
Additionally, the CFP Foundation works 
closely with the DonorsChoose platform, 
which allows teachers to submit requests 
for specific classroom need to help better 
ensure that funding goes directly to the 
teachers that need it and for what they 
need the most to support their students 


“without that kind of support, we couldn't 
get it done,” Banowsky said. "Our partners 
have been unbelievably generous and 
supportive of this work over the years.” 
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THANK YOU 


TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS 


Avocados 
México (pagics) 
satneon 


ticketmaster’ 
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SPORTS TURF > 


DIFFERENT ATIONAL ORIGINS. 


It is illegal for landlords and real estate agents to deny you housing opportunities because of your ethnicity. 
The Fair Housing Act prohibits housing discrimination based on national origin. If you believe you have 
experienced a violation of your rights, file a complaint. 


National Fair Housing Aliance 


ANN ARBOR, 
MICHIGAN 


46,710 
11 


LARRY PAGE 
JAMES EARL JONES 
LUCY LIU 

DAVID ALAN GRIER 
ARTHUR MILLER 
MIKE WALLACE 
DARREN CRISS 
ASHLEY PARK 
BARRY LARKIN 
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Best play of the day: 
ordering ahead 


Place a mobile order on the Chick-fil-A® App today and 
start receiving points from qualifying purchases to 
redeem available rewards for what you love. 


we 
i 


@ App Store 
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


SANTA ONO 


PRESIDENT 


here are many different 
J ways the University of 

Michigan serves the state 
of Michigan and the community. 
We invite you to explore and 
take advantage of the wide 
variety of opportunities, 
resources and events that a 
world-class university like U-M provides. Go Blue! 


RESEARCH 


research.umich.edu, umhealthresearch.org 


Asa top research institution, U-M is home to renowned faculty 
who are dedicated to finding new and better solutions to 
pressing challenges. This not only provides a thriving learning 
environment for our students, but also facilitates inventions, 
discoveries and cures that improve and enhance our lives. The 
National Science Foundation ranked Michigan No. 1 in research 
volume among U.S. public research universities. 


EDUCATION 
admissions.umich.edu 


Michigan is consistently ranked one of the best public 
universities in the nation. The 2022 QS World University 
Rankings listed the university No. 1 among top public schools in 
the U.S. Our 19 schools and colleges offer 275 degree programs. 
We attract talented students from 82 Michigan counties, all 50 
states and 139 countries. About 63 percent of our graduates are 
staying in Michigan and using their U-M education to contribute 
to their communities 


AFFORDABILITY 
goblueguarantee.umich.edu 


U-M’s “Go Blue Guarantee” program provides qualified in-state 
students with annual family incomes of $65,000 or less with 
up to four years of free tuition on all three of our campuses. 
Our well-established, need-based financial aid program also 
provides generous support for many other qualifying Michigan 
families earning more. 


HEALTH CARE 
med.umich.edu 


Michigan Medicine was named both the No. 1 hospital and 
children’s hospital in Michigan in the 2022 U.S. News & World 
Report. It is comprised of three hospitals and more than 125 
health clinics and centers providing top-ranked care throughout 
the state. Last year, we served more than 2.6 million patients. 


THIS IS MICHIGAN 
Thisismichigan.umich.edu 


Learn about how U-M faculty, staff, students and alumni are 
working to improve our way of life across the state of Michigan. 
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ATHLETICS AT MICHIGAN 


WARDE MANUEL 


ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 


University of Michigan dates 
back to 1866 when baseball 
became the school's first varsity 
athletic team. Now, more than 
150 years later, the U-M athletic 
department fully supports 31 
varsity athletic programs and 
annually ranks among the 
premiere collegiate athletic programs in the nation, both on the 
competition field and in the classroom 


1 ntercollegiate Athletics at the 


Michigan has claimed 57 national team titles during that time, 
with ice hockey and men’s swimming and diving claiming more 
national championships in their respective sports than any 
other Division | program. In 2001, the field hockey team won 
Michigan's first women’s NCAA title, followed four years later by 
softball who claimed the first Women’s College World Series title 
east of the Mississippi in 2005. 


At the Big Ten Conference level, Michigan is far and away the 
preeminent athletic program. Upon the conclusion of the 
2022-23 academic year, the Wolverines added to its Big T 
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record 415 conference team titles. One of the original member 
institutions from 1896, Michigan teams have won more Big Ten 
titles than any other conference member in nine sports: baseball 
(35), football (45), women’s gymnastics (27), softball (22), men’s 
swimming and diving (42), women’s swimming and diving (17), 
men’s tennis (37), men’s track and field (57) and women's track 
and field (19). 


Dynasties have been developed over the years in sports such 
as football who boasts more all-time victories, and the highest 
winning percentage, in the history of collegiate football, The 
Michigan women’s gymnastics team has won 22 of the last 27 
Big Ten Championships. Overall, three of Michigan's women’ 
programs earned the most titles in Big Ten history - women’s 

mnastics (27 titles), softball (22), and women’s swimming and 
diving (17). 


Academically, Michigan is just as proud of its more than 120 
tudent-athletes who have combined for 163 Academic All- 

America honors, including fullback Dick Balzhiser and Diane Dietz 

who were inducted into the Academic All-America Hall of Fame. 


~ MGoBlue.com - is one of the most unique and 
d collegiate sites in the world, 


Our websit 
heavily vis 


Michigan 


THE HOME OF MICHIGAN ANSWERS 


Some answers don’t exist. They must be created, So, we explore, we push 
forward, we advance, and we iterate until new pathways emerge. It’s 
researchers like Dr. Rajesh Rao, who is leading a first-of-its-kind clinical trial 
using specialized stem cells to reverse macular degeneration, who show 
our unending willingness to run toward the incurable and wrestle with the 
impossible every day. Because the world needs more Michigan Answers. 


MICHIGANANSWERS.COM 


MICHIGAN MEDICINE 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
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MICHIGAN HEAD COACH 


coach, Jim Harbaugh has led 

Michigan to three consecutive 
Big Ten Championships and 
College Football Playoff 
appearances (2021-23). 


i nhis ninth year as head 


U-M won a school-record 13 
games in 2022 and 2023 
surpassing the 12 wins reached in 1905, 1997, and 2021. The 
Wolverines are headed for the program's first-ever three-year stretch 
of top-five finishes after listing No. 3 in the final 2021 and 2022 polls. 


Under Harbaugh, the Wolverines are 85-25 and is 63-17 in Big Ten 
games. U-M has six 10-win seasons and eight bow! appearances, 
including three straight CFP Semifinals (2021-23), two New Year's 
Six bowls, and three additional New Year's Day bowls. 


Seventeen Wolverines have secured 23 All-America honors 
under Harbaugh, including 10 consensus honorees. Four players 
have been top-10 Heisman finishers including two finalists, and 
six players have won major awards during his tenure. 


Harbaugh was named the 20th coach in Michigan football 
history on Dec. 30, 2014, the sixth Michigan football player to 
lead college football's winningest program 


The move followed a four-year NFL run with the San Francisco 
49ers, where Harbaugh led the franchise to the NFC 
Championship Game in each of his first three seasons, winning 
AP Coach of the Year in 2011 and the NFC title in 2012 with a 
49-22-1 overall record, and a 5-3 postseason mark that included 
two NFC Championship game appearances (2011) and an 
appearance in Super Bowl XLVI 


Harbaugh’s 49ers lost a back-and-forth affair, 34-31, to the 
Baltimore Ravens and his brother, John, in the only matchup of 
brothers as head coaches in NFL history. 


= 
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JIM HARBAUGH 


J. IRA AND NICK] HARRIS FAMILY HEAD FOOTBALL COACH 


Harbaugh spent three years at the University of San Diego 
(2004-06) and four years at Stanford (2007-10), where he 
transformed a 1-11 Cardinal team (2006) into a 12-1 contender 
and FedEx Orange Bowl champion in 2010. In his debut as a 
head coach, Harbaugh led San Diego to a 29-6 record. 


He spent 2002 and 2003 NFL as the Oakland Raiders 
quarterbacks coach as they reached Super Bowl XXXVII, and 
prepared for a coaching career during his NFL career, spending 
eight years as an NCAA-certified unpaid assistant for his father, 
Jack, at Western Kentucky (1994-2001) 


In the NFL, Harbaugh played for five organizations in his 15- 

year career (1987-2001). He threw for 26,288 yards and 129 
touchdowns in 177 games in 140 career starts. He was AFC 
Offensive Player of the Year, NFL Comeback Player of the Year, 
and a Pro Bowler safter leading the Indianapolis Colts to the AFC 
Championship Game in 1995. In 2005, he was inducted into the 
Colts Ring of Honor. 


As a Wolverine, Harbaugh was a record-setting passer. In 1985, 
he led the nation in pass efficiency and finished runner-up the 
following year and his career mark led the NCAA for over 12 y 


In 1986, Harbaugh won the “Chicago Tribune” Big Ten Most 
luable Player award, was a first-team All-American, and 
finished third in Heisman Trophy voting. The first Michigan 
quarterback to throw for more than 300 yards in a single game 
(310 vs. Wisconsin), he led the Wolverines to a 21-3-1 record as 
a starter during his final two seasons. He completed 387-of-620 
passes for 5,449 yards and 31 touchdowns; all four totals still 
rank top-12 in school history. 


Harbaugh and his wife, Sarah, have two daughters, Addison and 
Katherine, and two sons, Jack and John. He also has three adult 
children, Jay, James Jr., and Grace, 
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MICHIGAN ASSISTANT COACHES 


RON BELLAMY KIRK CAMPBELL STEVE CLINKSCALE MIKE ELSTON 
WIDE RECEIVERS ROBERT MCCOLLUM FAMILY — CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/ ~— RECRUITING COORDINATOR/ 
QUARTERBACKS COACH DEFENSIVE BACKS DEFENSIVE LINE 


i SA, 


JAY HARBAUGH MIKE HART JESSE MINTER RICK MINTER 
SPECIAL TEAMS RUN GAME COORDINATOR/ LESTER FAMILY DEFENSIVE LINEBACKERS 
COORDINATOR/SAFETIES RUNNING BACKS COORDINATOR 


N Al 
SHERRONE MOORE GRANT NEWSOME 
SANFORD ROBERTSON TIGHT ENDS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/ 
DONALD C. GRAHAM 
OFFENSIVE LINE COACH 
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A new AARP report shows mos 
Americans believe scams and fraud 
have reached:a crisis level. Arm yourself 
with the knowledge that can help you 
Beat Scammers at Their Own Game. 


Get reliable, up-to-date 
information on scams in 
your area, plus tips to avoid 
them at aarp.org/houston. 
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MICHIGAN SPIRIT 


MAIZE AND BLUE SPIRIT 


The Wolverine athletic teams are supported by the 
nationally acclaimed Michigan Marching Band, U-M 
dance team and U-M cheerleading squad, 


The origin of the Michigan Marching Band was a 

gtass roots student effort in November 1896 when t! 
University of Michigan Band held its first rehearsal. At 
the request of University President James Burrill Angell 
that the newly-formed band prove itself to be a “sincere 
venture,” the U-M Band gave its first public performance 
in 1897 at old University Hall for the Law School. 


On November 13 that same year, the 25-member 
University band accompanied the football team to 
Detroit for a 14-0 win over Minnesota. By fall 1898, the 
presence of the band at football games had become 
integral to Michigan football tradition. Ever since, the 
Michigan Marching Band has served as an ambassador 
of the University, providing atmosphere and 
entertainment at football games, with pep bands doing 
so at basketball, hockey and various other U-M events 


Dr. John Pasquale was named the Donald R. Shepherd 
Associate Chair in Conducting and Director of the 
Michigan Marching Band in 2013. He serves as Director 
of the Michigan Marching and Athletic Bands, Associate 
Director of University Bands, and Associate Professor of 
Conducting. Pasquale directs and oversees the athletic 
band program, is the conductor of the University Band, 
guest conductor with the Symphony Band, Symphony 
Band Chamber Winds, and Concert Band, and teaches 
classes in rehearsal pedagogy. 


Dr. Richard Frey is a member of the conducting faculty 
at the University of Michigan and serves as the Assistant 
Director of Bands. He is the Associate Director of the 
Michigan Marching and Athletic Bands, Director of the 
Men's Basketball Band, conductor of the Campus Bani 
guest conductor of the Symphony Band Chamber 
Winds, teaches conducting, and coordinates the non- 
major chamber music program. 


The Michigan cheerleading program aims to inc 

fan support at athletic events and to raise the level of 
public support for U-M. Led by head coach Pam St. John 
and her staff, the cheerleaders represent the university 
at athletic and alumni events both locally and nationally. 
She has guided her teams to numerous National 
Cheerleading Association national titles, including the 
2022 Coed Division 1A and Game Day titles for the third 
straight season. The Wolverines have won 10 NCA titles 
since 2013. 


The Michigan dance team performs at home 

football and basketball games and is led by head 
coach Karen Heimke and her staff. In addition to 
performing on campus, the team also represents U-M 
at national competitions. In 2021, they repeated as 
national champions at the United Dance Association 
(UDA), taking home top honors in the College 

Virtual competition in the Division IA jazz and 
hip-hop categories. 
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WHO KNEW DRIVE TRAIN SOLUTIONS COULD BE 


THIS MUCH FUN. 


Pg 


SOLUTIONS FOR ATV, UTV, LA ND QUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT 
' - 


Alliare HilliardCorp.com ash 


DRIVETRAIN DIVISION HILLIARD PRODUCTS ARE SOLD FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. eg 
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OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


INTERNET, EMAIL REQUIRED. Must be legal U.S. resident, 18 or older. Earn points on products purchased by uploading receipts. Rewards 
change frequently and are while supplies last. For full reward program T&Cs, go to drpepper.com/s/rewards. Void where prohibited. 


DR PEPPER is a registered trademark of Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. ©2023 Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. SD2023-928 
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od fo bd 


DARRIUS CLEMONS: MIKE SAINRISTIL AMORION WALKER 
WR + SO, 3R DB+SO. 


KEON SABB JAYDEN DENEGAL 
2B + SO. 


DB SO. 


JOSAIAH STEWART 


EDGE - JR 


MAKARI PAIGE ROD MOORE 
DB+SR. R DB + JR 


10 


ZEKE BERRY 
D 
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MEET THE WOLVERINES 


DJ WALLER 
DB-FR 


DARLIN KLEE COLSTON LOVELAND JA'DEN MCBURROWS: 
DB JR. 


TLR 


TOMMY DOMAN JAROM HALE ‘ed HILL KALRL MalLirRR TAVIERRE DUNLAP 
K/P «JR DB-FR SR 


MYLES POLLARD. JUNIOR COLSON 
DB- SO. LBeJR 


BENJAMIN HALL 
RB + FR, 
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Every day, U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Agents 
are on the frontline, safeguarding our communities 
by keeping dangerous people and substances, like 
fentanyl, from being smuggled across our borders. 


USBP offers challenging and rewarding 
careers including competitive salaries, 
benefits, and job stability. 


JOIN OUR TEAM 
careers.cbp.gov 


BE AN AGENT OF 


Fecha alia ale 


EARN UP TO $30,000° 


IN RECRUITMENT INCENTIVES 


“For newly appointed Border Patrol Agents. Three-year service 
agreement and other conditions apply. Visit our website for details. 
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LEON MFRAIMLIN 


GERMAN GREEN JAYDON HOOD CADEN KOLESAR 


JACK MACKINNON 
LB+FR 


CHRISTIAN BOIVIN 


LBAJR. 


DEAKONTONIELLE. © MAX BREDESON HAYDEN MOORE NOAH HOWES 
TE+FR TE-IR LB-FR TE +R 
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JAYLEN HARRELL 
EDGE + SR, 


KESHAUN HARRIS 
DB-GR 


JOE TAYLOR 
WR JR 


JOSH BEI 


ETHAM 
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TE+SR 
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THE CHAMPIONSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 


OF A LIFETIME 


REVEL” IS THE EXCLUSIVE PLAYOFF PREMIUM PROVIDER 
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HENRY DONOHUE WILLIAM WAGNER AMIR HERRING JEROME NICHOLS: BROOKS BAHR 
RB +R. LS+GR, OL FR. LB+SR. DL+ FR. 


GREG CRIPPEN KARSEN BARNHART — KECHAUN BENNETT LIAM GROULX ‘TRENTE JONES JORL METZOER 
OLR OL+ GR. EDGE «JR LB+ FR. OL+GR. 


COLE MORGAN GIOVANNI EL-HADI 
OL+FR C OL «JR. LB OLR 


oo bi oo bal 


BREEONISHMAIL = JOHN WEIDENBACH DRAKE WUGENT NOAH STEWART RAHEEM ANDERSON JAMES KAVOUKLIS 
EDGE + FR. OL-JR. OWL 


Re 


PETER SIMMONS EVAN LINK TRISTAN BOUNDS: vt HENDERSON 
DLR. OL FR. OL JR. 
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AY 


ANDREW GENTRY KENNETH GRANT MYLES HINTON JEFFREY PERSI 
r OL-SO. OL-G DL+ SO. 


SEMAJ MORGAN ZACH MARSHALL 
WR + FR TE+FR 


MATTHEW HIBNER 
TE+SR DL 


CAMERON BRANOT © STONEANDERSON  IKECHUKWU TWUNNAH "JOEV KLUNDER KRIS JENKINS 
DL+FR +FR, DL: 0. 


‘TREY PIERCE 
DL+ FR. 
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MICHIGAN ROSTERS 


NO. NAME Pos. HT WT. cL HOMETOWN [LAST SCHOOL) 

NUMERICAL ROSTER | 62 Raheem Anderson Oo 63 36 Detroit, Mich. (Cass Technical) 
NO.NAME Pos, | 22 Stone Anderson WP 62190 Fe Deerfield, Mass. (Deerfield Academy) 
0 ‘Darrius Clemons WR | 357. Trevor Andrews 1B 61k Brentwood, Tenn. (Ravenwood) 
© Mike Sainristl DB | 31 Nico Andrighetto DB 9180 So. Mountain View, Cali, (Saint Francis) 
1 Roman Wilson we | 97 Chibi Anwunah EDGE 268 So. ‘Canton, Mich. (Plymouth Christian Academy) 
1 Amorion Walker DB | 74  Reoce Atteberry OL 309 Sr Aurora, Colo, (Eaglecrest) 
2 Blake Corum RB 51 Brooks Bahr DL 208 Fr Lake Forest, ll. (Loyola Acaderny) 
2 willJobnson DB | 89 AJBamer TE 251 Sr Aurora, Ohio (Aurora/Indiana) 
3 Keon Sabb DB | 52 Karsen Barnhart oO 316 Gr Paw Paw, Mich. (Paw Paw) 
3 Fredrick Moore WR Michael Barrett LB 239 Gr. Valdosta, Ga. (Lowndes) 
4 Jayden Denegal OB Christian Bartholomew WR 6:0 187 Sr. Galesburg, Mich. (Kalamazoo United) 
4 Micah Pollard LB Josh Beetham Te 65 «(242 Sr Yorkville, il (Yorkeille/lincis) 
5 Josaiah Stewart EDGE Kendrick Bell WR G2 180 FF, Kansas City, Mo, (Park Hill) 
5 Karmello English WR Kechaun Bennett EDGE 64 257 Jt ‘Suffield, Conn. (Suffield Academy) 
5S Comelius Johnson == WR | 26 Rayshaun Benny DL 64 26k Detroit, Mich. (Oak Park) 
8 Brandyn ilman DB | io ZekeBeny DB 5 192 So, Pittsburg, Calif. (De Le Salle) 
7 Donovantwards RB | 49 Chsian Bonin B60 20h Traverse City, Mich. (Traverse City West) 
65 fironilieg WB | 72 Tristan Bounds OL 68 308 ngford, Conn. (Choate Rosemary Hall) 
3 Denick Moore EME | 81 Evan Boutorwick iS 63-230 So, Mecomb, Mich. (Henry Ford I) 
8 uMacerhy GE | 81 Cameron Brandt Do G4 Fr Chatsworth, Calif (Sierra Canyon) 
yah peel, ie ‘Max Bredeson TE 62 240 Hartland, Wis. (Arrowhead) 
10 Alex Ont ce ‘Semaj Bridgeman (B62 MBF Philadelphia, Pa. (Imhotep Institute) 
10. Zeke Barry te Cole Cabana RB 60198 Fr Dexter, Mich. (Dexter) 
12 Josh Wallace DB Cameron Calhoun bE 60) «173 Fr Cincinnati, Ohio (Winton Woods) 
2 Kenrick pall wr Dale Chesson WR 60 190 Gr. St. Louls, Mo. (Ladue Horton Watkins/Dartmouth) 
12 Jock Tuttle OB Darrius Clemons WR 63 22 So. Portland, Ore. (Westview) 
13 DJ Waller DB Junior Golson 1B 637 Brentwood, Tenn. (Ravenwood) 
14 Kody Jones DB lake Corum RB 58 13S Marshall, Va. (St. Frances Academy) 
Sa ilsck Criameek wr | 5! Greg Crippen OL G4 BOD Northborough, Mass. (MG Academy, Fla.) 
$5 | Eipest Hetamenrt ta | 37 McahDavis en Dexter, Mich. (Dexter) 
16 Davis Warren Q8 | 38 Grayson Dee ee Pittsburgh, Pa. (Mt. Lebanon) 
46 Semaj Bridgeman ip | 4 Jayden Denegel QB 65 235 So Apple Valley, Cali. (Apple Valley) 
17 Braiden McGregor EDGE | 80 Eamonn Dennis WR 540 188 St Worcester, Mass. (St. John’s) 
17 Marlin Klein TE | 85 Cristian Dixon we 7 Santa Ana, Calif (Mater Del) 
18 Colston Loveland TE | 19 TommyDornan KP 25 (Orchard Lake St. Mary's) 
18 Ja'DenMeBurrows DB | 49 Henry Donohue RB St) 209 Bronxville, NY. (Bronxville) 
49. Tommy Doman «Wp | 22 Tavierre Dunlap Re 60 Gk Del Valle, Texas (Del Valle) 
19 Jason Hewlett is Donovan Edwards RBA Ir West Bloomtfold. Mich. (West Bloomfield) 
20. Kalel Mullings RB Nathan Efoby O 6 m5 Fr Cumming, Ga. (South Forsyth) 
20 4Jyaire Hill pa Giovanni El Hadi OL 6S 3B Sterling Heights, Mich. (Adlai Stevenson) 
22. Tavierre Dunlap RB Kermello English WR 511190 Phenix City, Ala. (Phenix City Central) 
23. Michael Barrett iB Enow Etta EDGE 65 205 FF Keller, Texas (Covenant Christian Academy) 
23 CJ Stokes RB Logan Forbes wR 62 193 So. Clarkston, Mich. (Clarkston) 
a bite itiects Ne ‘Leon Franklin RB 59 = 208 Gr. Southfield, Mich. (Southfield A&T) 
2 Andrew Gentry O 67 327 So, Littleton, Colo. (Columbine) 
25 Junior Colson \B Dominick Giudice O 64 305 kt Freehold, NJ (Mater Dei) 
26. Raysheun Benny 2 Carr Goode Db 61 Gt. Washington, DC. (St. John’s College/Virginia Tech/UCF) 
ep te me Mason Graham DL 63 318 So, Anaheim, Calif (Servite) 
Neg West lt 78 Kenneth Grant DL 63 339 So, Merville, ind, (Merville) 

Hr Christian Bartholomew WR | 33. German Green DB 62 190 Ge DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto) 
se een ites DB | 53 Lam Grou ia Fr Charlotte, NC. (Providence Day) 
Er byt iltopl Fe | 14 tack Grusser wR = 60 Fr Franklin Lakes, NJ. (Ramapo) 
2a eae No be | 22 USw EDGE 6-4 J Mansfield, Mass. (Mansfield) 
30. Wil Rolapp Wa | 28. Beniamin Hall ra SV Fr Acworth, Ga. (North Cobb) 
30. Jimmy Rolder tg | 32. Javlen Harrell EDGE 6-4 Sr Tampa, Fa. (Berkeley Prep) 
Bi Leon Franklin pe | 36 Keshaun Harris DB OSA 192 G Lansing, Mich. (Waverly) 
31 Nico Andrighetto pa | 15 Emest Hausmann iB 62 27 So, Columbus, Neb, (Columbus/Nebraska) 
32. Jaylen Horrell EDGE | 73 LaDariusHenderson OL 64 315 Gy, Waxahachie, Texas (Waxahachie/Arizona State) 
32 James Turner kK 50, Aredt Herring: O 63 300 Fr, Southfield, Mich. (West Bloomfield) 
33 German Green pa | 18 Jason Hewlett 16 62 mF, Youngstown, Ohio (Chaney) 
34 Jaydon Hood 1B Matthew Hitner TE 65 «(54 Sr. Burke, Va. (Lake Braddock) 
35. Caden Kolesar DB Jyaire Hill OB 62 Kankakee, Il. (Kankakee) 
35. Logan Forbes wer Brandyn Hillman DB 6) 200 Fr Portsmouth, Va. (Churchland) 
36 Keshaun Harris DB Myles Hinton O 66 340 John's Creek, Ga. (Greater Atlanta Christian/Stanford) 
37 Danny Hughes RB Jalen Hoffman Te 63 25 hh Lake Braddock, Va. (Lake Braddock) 
37. Micah Davis DB Hudson Hollenbeck = KG 2208S, Collierville, Tenn. (Collievile/Mississippl State) 
38 Grayson Dee 1B Jaydon Hood B61 5k Fort Lauderdale, Fla (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
38 Bryce Wilcox. Ds Noah Howes TE 64 242d Rochester, Mich. (Rochester) 
39 Joe Taylor WR Danny Hughes RE 6-0 208 Gt Naperville, il. (Naperville Central) 
39. Jack Mackinnon iB Breeon Ishmall EDGE 63 262 fr Hamitton, Ohio (Princeton) 
40 Christian Boivin 1B thechukwsiwunnah = «DLS ST Garland, Texas (Lakeview Centennial) 
Kris Jenkin DL 63-305 Sr. Olney, Md. (Our Lady Good Counsel) 
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NO, NAME Pos. cl HOMETOWN [LAST SCHOOL) 
6 — Cornelius Johnson WR Gr. Greenwich, Conn. (Brunswick School) | NUMERICAL ROSTER 
28 Quinten Johnson DB Ge. Silver Spring, Md. (St Johnis College. Washington, DC) | NO.NAME Pos. 
2 Will Johnson Da So Detroit, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) | 40. Josh Beetham TE 
7 Cordell Jones:NcNally KI a Marcellus, Mich. (Marcellus) | 47 Joshua Luther DB 
78 Connor Jones OL So Monument, Cola. Palmer Ridge) | 41 Bryson Kuzdzal RB 
14 Kody Jones ve Sa Memphis, Tenn. (Germantown) | 42 T:Guy EDGE 
53. Trente Jones OL Gr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) | 42 Jalen Hoffman TE 
64 James Kavouklis ons $0. Tampa, Fla. (Berkeley Prep) | 43 Jesse Madden DB 
77 Trevor Keegan OL Gr. Crystal Lake, Il. (Crystal Lake) | 43 Deakon Tonielli TE 
17 Martin Klein Te Sa. Cologne, Germany (Rabun Gap-Nacooches [Ga | 44 MaxBredeson TE 
93° Joey Klunder EDGE So, Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 44 Hayden Moore 1B 
35 Caden Kolesar 0B Gr. Westlake, Ohio (St. Edward) 45 Greg Tarr ts 
90 Aymeric Kouba EDGE Fr. Bordeaux, France (Lycee Alfred Kastler) | 45 Noah Howes Te 
41 Bryson Kuzdzal RB fr ‘Ada, Mich. (Forest Hils Eastern) | 46 Brandon Mann Te 
71 Evan Link oL Fr Burke, Va. (Gonzaga College Washington. 1c) | $8 Cameron Calhoun DB 
89 Alessandro Lorenzetti_ DL So Monttenl, Quebec. Canada Loomis Chaffee School) } 48 William Wagner fe 
18 ColstonLovelond TE $0 Goodina ksho Gooding) | 55 AeuHerng, OL 
4) Joshua Luther ps Gr. Clarkston, Mich. (Clarkston) | 35 jee nichols nt 
39. Jack Mackinnon 1B fr Sarasota, Fi. (Cardinal Mooney) | 2) Grou Crippen oL 
43 Jesse Madden DB 4 Cakand, Cait. (Bishop Dowd) | 31 preg CAppe DL 
46 Brandon Mann Te So. Frankiin, Mich, (Detroit Country Day) | &> Yarsen Bamhart OL 
83 Zach Marshall TE Fr Solana Beach, Calif(Carlsbad) | 5% KechaunBennett EDGE 
18 Ja'Den MeBurrows be a Fort Lauderdale, Fia, (St. Thomas Aquinas) | £3 ‘rente Jones ri 
9 McCarthy a8 Jr a Grange Park Il (Nazareth Acad./IMG Acad) | 53 Lism Groulx iB 
17 Braiden McGregor EDGE 5 Port Huron, Mich. (Port Huron Norther) | 54 Joel Metzger iB 
27 Tyler MeLaurir EDGE rT Bolingbrook, Il. (Bolingbrook) | 54 Cole Morgan ot 
54 Joel Metzger 18 k Battle Creek, Mich. (Lakeview) | 55 Mason Graham oL 
8B  Dertick Moore EDGE So. Baltimore, Md. (St. Frances Academy) | 55 Nathan Elobi OL 
3 Fredrick Moore WR fr Saint Louis, Mo, (Cardinal Ritter College Prep) | 56 Dominick Giudice OL 
44 Hayden Moore 1B fr Parker, Colo. (Regis Jesuit) | 57 Trevor Andrews B 
8 Rod Moore DB 4 Clayton, Ohio (Northmant) | 58 Giovanni E-Hadi OL 
54 Cole Morgan OL fr Princeton, N.J.(The Hun Schoo!) | 58 Breeon Ishmail EDGE 
82 Semaj Morgan wr fi West Bloomfield, Mich. (West Bloomfield) | 59 John Weidenbach LB 
8 Tyler Moms we $0. Bolingbrook, Ii. (Nazareth Academy) | 60. Drake Nugent OL 
20 Kale! Mullings RB St Wes( Roxbury, Mass, (Milton Academy) | 61 Noah Stewart OL 
50 Jerome Nichols 18 Sr. Belleville, Mich. (Renaissance) | 62 Raheem Anderson — OL 
29 Joshua Nichols DB So, Detroit, Mich. (Renaissance) | 64 JamesKayouklis — OL/LS 
60 Drake Nugent OL Gr Lone Tree, Golo. (Highlands Ranch/Stantord) | 88 Zak Zinter OL 
8} Peyton OLeary wr I Byfield, Mass. (Governor's Academy) | 70 Peter Simmons ee 
10 Alex Of a8 So. ‘Sachse, Texas (Sachse) | 71 EvanLink OL 
7 Makari Paige DB Sr West Bloomfield, Mich. (West Bloomfield) | 72 Tristan Bounds ~ 
79. Jeffrey Persi OL Si Mission Viel, Calf. USerra Catholic) | 73 LaDarius Henderson Of 
86 Zach Peterson we Gr Roswell. Ga, (Wesleyar/Furman) | Te Reece Anebery OL 
95 Trey Pierce DL Fr Chicago, i. (Brother Rice) | 72 Gnevew Sentry OL 
4 Micah Pollard iB $0, Jacksonville, Fla. (Bartram Trall) 
77 Trevor Keegan OL 

24 Myles Pollard DB So Brentwood, Tenn. (Ravenwood) | 74 yannah Gaunt DL 
30 Will Rolapp wR Sr. Darien, Conn. (Suffield Academy) | 78 Myles Hinton OL 
30 Jimmy Roider iB So. Orland Park, (Marist) | 39° Jetfrey Pers OL 
3 Keon Sab DB So, Glassboro, N.J, IMG Academy, Fla) | 30. Eamonn Dennis WR 
© Mike Sainristi 0B Gr Everett, Mass. (Everett) | gy Peyton O'Leary WR 
89 Adam Samaha x Fr Ann Arbor. Mich.(Huron) | 82. Semaj Morgan WR 
70 Peter Simmons DL ie Bonita Springs. Fla. Bishop Verot) | 3 Zach Marshall TE 
5 Jossiah Stewart EDGE m3 Bonk, My. (Everett [Mass.1/Coastal Carolina) | 4 Dale Chesson wr 
61 Noah Stewart OL Sr ‘Muskegon, Mich. (North Muskegon) | 85 Cristian Dixon WR 
24 0) Stokes Re 50. Columbia, SC. (Hammond Schoo!) | 86 Zach Peterson WR 
45 Greg Tarr is Sr Washington, Mich. (Romeo) | 88 Matthew Hibner TE 
39 Joe Taylor WR a Chelsea, Mich, (Chelsea) | 89 AJBarner Te 
26 Jake Thaw WR Sr. Westport, Conn, (Staple: 89 Alessandro Lorenzetti DL 
43. Deaton Tonielli Te Fr ‘Oswega, li (Oswego) | 90 HudsonHollenbeck kK 
32 James Turner kK Gr. Saline, Mich. (Saline/Louisville) | 90 AymericKoumba EDGE 
13 Jack Tuttle 8 Gr. San Marcos, Calif. (Mission Hills/indiana) 31 Cameron Brandt DL 
29 Joey Velazqu 8 Gr, ‘Columbus. Ohio (St. Francis De Sales) 91 Evan Boutorwick is 
49 William Wagner is Gr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Alpharetta) 92 Ikechukwulwunnah = DL 
1 Amotion Walker DB So. Ponchatoula, La. (Ponchatoula) 82 Stone Anderson KP 
12 Josh Wallace DB Gr Bowie, Md, (DeMatha Catholic/UMass)_ | 93. Joey Klunder EDGE 
13 01 Waller 0B fr Youngstown, Ohio (Chaney) | 94 Kris Jenkins OL 
16 Davis Warren 28 hr Las Angeles, Cail (Loyola/Suffield Academy (Conn.]) | 95 Trey Piere DL 
59 John Weidenbach iB Fe Naperville i (Genet Academy) | $6 EvowEtts | | EDGE 
38 Bryce Wilcox DB So, ‘Sharpsburg, Ga. (Trinity Christian) 87 Cordell Jones McNall KP 
1 Roman Wilson we es Honolulu, Hawal (St Lous) | $2 Corded ones McNally 

zak am Goode DL 
65 ZakZinter oO Sr North Andover, Mass, Buckingham Browne & Nichols) | Gq adam Samshe K 
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nutribullet. 
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Optimized blades, Welcome 
faster, quieter blending, 

1200 Watts of power, to the 

and an intuitive touch new era of 
interface. nutribullet? 
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Every day, Dell Children's doctors deliver the most advanced 
pediatric heart care in Central Texas, most advanced brain and 
spine care and life-changing pediatric medical breakthroughs. 
We are leading pediatric cancer care and clinical trials for 
better outcomes. And moms and dads count on us for the 
most comprehensive fetal care for their new babies. 


When your child needs care, you shouldn't have to wait long 
to visit with pediatric specialists. That's why at Dell Children's 
at Ascension Seton, we're always expanding to bring more 
care to children and families. 


Start a conversation with a pediatrician or a pediatric 
specialist today and get the most advanced, most 
compassionate, and most personalized care for your 
child and your family. 


Only in Austin. 
Only at Dell Children's. 
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 


ANA MARI CAUCE 


PRESIDENT 


ABOUT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF 
WASHINGTON 


At the University of Washington, 
our goal is to be the greatest 
public university in the world — as 
measured by our positive impact. 


The 60,000+ students on our three campuses receive an 
education renowned for its outstanding value and powerhouse 
career potential. With dozens of nationally ranked academic 
programs, a top-ranked medical school and a statewide 
health-care system, the UW is a model of excellence. We make 
a positive impact throughout Washington, across the United 
States and around the world through our research centers, 
community partnerships and service-learning sites. 


A TRANSFORMATIVE HUSKY 
EXPERIENCE 


We believe in preparing students, in and beyond the classroom, 
for fulfilling lives and successful careers. UW undergradua 

can choose from 600+ study abroad and global internship 
options to enhance their Husky Experience. Nearly two-thirds of 
students graduate with internship experience, and more Huskies 
are working for the world’s major technology companies 
compared to graduates of all other U.S. universities. 


Increased access to higher education 


We believe that students from all economic backgrounds should 
be able to attend the UW. Since 2007, the Husky Promise has 
covered the tuition and fees for more than 50,000 Washington 


state students. Plus, more than half of all undergraduates 
receive financial aid, and 71% of the class of '22 graduated with 
no known debt. Nearly 28% of undergraduates are the first in 
their families to attend college. 


INNOVATIVE RESEARCH WITH 
GLOBAL IMPACT 


We believe that curiosity, knowledge and scholarship lead 
to scientific and social advances that change lives. The 

UW receives more federal research funding than any other 

U.S. public university, supporting discoveries in medicine 
technology, humanities and the arts. UW faculty have won seven 
Nobel Prizes, two Pulitzers and 19 MacArthur “genius grant” 
Fellowships. CoMotion, the UW's collaborative innovation hub, 
has helped launch 271 companies since 1991 


CREATING A HEALTHIER FUTURE 


We believe that improving the health and well-being of people 
and the planet is a moral imperative. The UW School of Medicine 
is consistently recognized as one of the nation’s top schools for 
training physicians and as one of the country’s leading research 
institutions. In 2022, UW Medicine provided over $806 million in 
uncompensated care for those in need across Washington 


The UW's Population Health Initiative sets out a 25-year vision for 
improving environmental resilience, social and economic equity, 
and the health of people in communities around the world 

The initiative has funded nearly 200 interdisciplinary research 
projects, from examining contaminants in urban community 
gardens to understanding the impact of COVID-19 on food 
insecurity and pregnancy. 
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ATHLETICS AT WASHINGTON 


TROY DANNEN 


ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 


Founded in 1861, 28 years 
before Washington achieved 
statehood, the University of 
Washington began organized 
athletics in the late 1880s. From 
its earliest days, Washington 
produced championship teams 
on the football field and in 
rowing, establishing rich traditions in those sports for more than 
a century. Since then, as the athletics programs have grown, 
that success has expanded to many others as UW's men’s and 
women's teams all consistently compete on the national stage. 


Washington Athletics aims to inspire champions in competition 
and in the classroom. We exist to enrich the lives of students to 
positively impact our community and world for generations to 
come. Operating with the four core values of growth mindset, 
committed service, humility and grit, the Huskies choose to 
lead by example. All Husky Athletics staff make an impact by 
committing to creating a purpose driven culture that impacts 
students and our greater community. We engage in growth 
though dynamic conversations, embracing creativity, and 
recognizing that every challenge represents an opportunity to 
learn. We are a community who strive to create experiences for 
our stakeholders every single day. At our core is the belief that 
inclusion means creating spaces and places that reflect equity, 
advocacy and belonging for all 


With over 650 student-athletes participating in UW's 22 
sports programs, the department of Intercollegiate Athletics 
is committed to providing student-athletes with the ability to 


compete for national and conference championships while 
working toward a degree from one of the world’s leading public 
research universities. 


Located in the No, 11 economic market (by gross metropolitan 
product) in the U.S. - one that boasts headquarters for many of 
the best-known tech companies in the world - UW is uniquely 
positioned to help student-athletes seize once-in-a-lifetim 
opportunities. Seattle is the second-largest tech hub and the 15th 
largest metropolitan area in the United States. It's also home to a 
robust and impressive alumni network; because a large majority 
of UW graduates stay in Washington, connections that students 
make while at UW remain relevant long after graduation. 


re a f om 2 wey 
Fg eh * 


2024 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


- ~_~<= 
we i D | 


aa ~ eds ~ 
At the University of Washington, our students and our 
community have a rich legacy of striving toward a common > 
goal, and we don't stop at the finish lines When we all ~ : 
tombine our individual passions with a shared purpose, - . 
we go further, faster— together. > 


uw.edu/boundless 
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For pushing yourself. For pulling together. BE BOUNDLESS. 
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WASHINGTON HEAD COACH 


HEAD COACH 


the No. 1 mantra that Washington 
T football coach Kalen DeBoer 
has carried with him throughout 
his playing and coaching career is 
simple: “Winners win, because that's 
what winners do.” 


iere’s no doubt - DeBoer is a winner. 
From his national championship 
playing days to his incredibly 
successful stint as head coach at his 
alma mater, to his time spent climbing the Division | ladder as an offensive 
coordinator and, most recently, to his two years on Montlake, one thing has 
been clear ~ DeBoer knows how to win. 


1m 2023, that's all he's done, leading the Huskies to a 13-0 record, the 
program's 18th conference championship, and the team’s second berth in 
the College Football Playoff semifinals, as the No. 2 seed. The 13 victories 
Were most in school history and the unbeaten regular season was the first 
since 1991 


Following the 2023 season, which featured a long list of thrilling, tight 
victories over ranked teams, DeBoer was named the Pac-12 Coach of the 
Year, for the second time in his two seasons in Seattle. More accolades are 
sure to come 


Success has come consistently and quickly at every stop in DeBoer's 
career. On Nov. 29, 2021, DeBoer took his next step, when he was named 
the 80th head football coach in UW history, His first season was also an 
undisputed triumph 


DeBoer, 49, came to Montlake from Fresno State, where during the 2021 
season, he led the Bulldogs to a 9:3 regular-season record in his second 
year in charge. 


In his first year at UW, he led the Huskies to a, 11-2 overall record, including 
a 3-0 mark against ranked teams, and a win over Texas in the Valero Alamo. 
Bowl, His Huskies swept its three Northwest rivals, finished in a tie for 
second in the Pac-12, and he was named Pac-12 Co-Coach of the Year. He 


was also the Associated Press Pac-12 Coach of the Year and, at the 8th 
annual Seattle Sports Star of the Year Awards in Feb,, 2023, earned the 
inaugural Seattle Sports Leader of the Year Award. 
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KALEN DEBOER 


Not only were 11 wins in 2022 three more than any first-year head coach in 
UW history had ever compiled, DeBoer was the first UW football coach ever 
to win a bowl game in his first season. 


Over his eight seasons as a head football coach (through 2022), DeBoer 
has compiled a 103-11 (.904) record. During his 27 years in coaching, he 
has consistently prospered at multiple levels and in different roles, helping 
to build and revitalize programs while establishing a diverse network of 
contacts, in both coaching and recruiting. across the country. 


In two years at Fresno State, which included the pandemic-shortened 
2020 season, DeBoer's teams made great strides on both sides of the ball 


in 2021, Fresno State finished first in the MWC and 14th in the nation in 
total offense (464.8 yards per game) and second in the conference and 
26th in FBS in scoring (30.5 points per game). The Bulldogs’ passing 
offense ranked second in conference and ninth in the country, with 326.7 
yards per game. 


The offense, and passing game in particular, also flourished in 2020, as it 
produced a conference-best 479.3 yards total offense per game, and the 
league's second-highest points per game total (32.8). Fresno State also led 
the Mountain West in passing yards per game, and ranked fifth in the FBS 
in that category, with 356.3 per game. 


Immediately prior to leading Fresno State's program, DeBoer was on staff 
at Indiana University, as offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach. 
After helping to guide the Hoosiers to an 8-5 record and a berth in the 
Gator Bowl, DeBoer returned to Fresno State, taking over for Jeff Tedford, 
who resigned for health reasons following the 2019 season. 


In 2017, Tedford, in his first season as head coach at Fresno State, hired 
DeBoer as his offensive coordinator and QBs coach, In two seasons in that 
role, DeBoer helped the Bulldogs to overall records of 10-4 (2017) and 12-2 
(2018), along with two division titles, two bowl game victories and the 
Mountain West Conference Championship in 2018. 


DeBoer’s two years as the Bulldogs’ offensive coordinator concluded with 
a Mountain West Championship and Las Vegas Bow! win to cap a 22-6 run 
during the 2017-18 seasons. Those two seasons included double-digit 
Winning seasons each year, coming off a 1-11 campaign in 2016, the year 
prior to Tedford's (and DeBoers) arrival 


Under DeBoer’s coaching, quarterback Marcus McMaryion completed 
62,1 percent of his passes, third-best in the Mountain West. With just five 
interceptions on the year, McMaryion finished the season with the seventh 
lowest interception percentage in Bulldog history at 1.42. 


A school-record setting wide receiver at the University of Sioux Falls (S.D)) 
DeBoer later led his alma mater to three NAIA National Championships 

in five seasons as head coach, winning the title in 2006, 2008 and 2009, 
while also finishing as runner-up in 2007 and making the semifinals In his 
first season as head coach, in 2005. 


During his five seasons at Sioux Falls, DeBoer compiled a 67-3 overall 
record, including a 49-1 mark in Great Plains Athletic Conference play. in 
two seasons at Fresno State, he had a 12-6 overall record, giving him 
career record of 79-9. He was NAIA National Coach of the Year in each of 
his three championship seasons at USF 


Asa student at Sioux Falls, DeBoer set records in both football and 
baseball. During his football career, he compiled 3,400 yards and 33 
touchdowns on 234 career receptions - all school records at the time 

- and played on the 1996 NAIA Division Il National Championship team, 
which beat Western Washington in the final. He also played baseball for the 
Cougars, batting .520 (still a school record) as a senior in 1998. His career 
average of .492 is still best in USF history as are his 37 career homers, and 
‘944 slugging percentage 


41998 graduate of the University of Sioux Falls with a degree in secondary 
education, DeBoer and his wife, Nicole, are the parents of two daughters, 
Alexis and Avery. 


As a proud sponsor of the College Football Playoff, 
Goodyear® celebrates the players and fans who 
prove themselves by handling whatever road 
they're on this season. 


GOODFYEAR. 
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WASHINGTON COACHING STAFF 


INOKE BRECKTERFIELD 


ca 


JULIUS BROWN RYAN GRUBB SCOTT HUFF 
DEFENSIVE LINE CORNERBACKS OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/ OFFENSIVE LINE 
QUARTERBACKS 


oR drm x 


WILLIAM INGE LEE MARKS CHUCK MORRELL 
ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/ ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/ CO-DEFENSIVE 
CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/ RUNNING BACKS. COORDINATOR/SAFETIES 


LINEBACKERS 


ERIC SCHMIDT JAMARCUS SHEPHARD NICK SHERIDAN 


SPECIAL TEAMS ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH/ TIGHT ENDS 
COORDINATOR/EDGE PASSING GAME COORDINATOR/ 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
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WASHINGTON SPIRIT 


hether its bringing Husky fans to their feet with 
rousing rendition of "Bow Down To Ws 
Husky Stadium, or belting out “Tequi 


Marching Band's infectious grooves have delighted sports and 
music aficionados around the world for the last 93 years. 


When founded in 1929 by Walter Welke, the Husky Marching 
Band consisted of just 34 members. Today's Husky Band, 
under the direction of Dr. Brad McDavid, includes more than 
240 members, and is recognized across the nation as one of 
our country’s most exciting and innovative college athletic 
band programs. 


Year after year, the Husky Marching Band has thrilled fans 
with their precision and imaginative routines, including the 
introduction of “The Wave" to college football in 1981, and of 
course, the renowned raising of the 3,375-square foot Amet 
flag to the strains of “America the Beautiful” prior to every UW 
home contest. 


The University of Washington proudly recognizes its band as 
an integral ambassador of Husky spirit and goodwill around 
the world. Thank you to all band members past and present — 
singing the glory of Washington forever! 
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This season’s star player. 


The versatile, brilliant, all-electric EQE SUV. 
Learn more at MBUSA.com/EQE-SUV 
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CALEB PRESLEY 
CB-FR. 


MISHAEL POWELL 


RASHID WILLTAMS 
WR-FR 


Ni 


DYLAN MORRIS EDEFUAN ULOFOBHID 
QB+JR 
DILLON JOHNSON 
RB-JR 
ALES GorOeTH 


‘AUSTIN MACK 


DAVON BANKS 


£ £. 


GILES JACKSON JABBAR MUHAMMAD ROME ODUNZE 
WR+ SR CBIR WR + JR 


GERMIE BERNARD 
WR + SC 


RICHARD NEWTON 
RB SR. 


‘THADDEUS DIXON 
CBIR 


£, 


ALPHONZO TUPUTALA 


‘ZION TUPUOLA-FETUT 
EDGE - SR 


DOMINIQUE HAMPTON 
HUSKY + SR 


DENZEL BOSTON 
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KAMREN FABICULANAN 


ZACH DURFEE CURLEY REED 
EDGE + SO. CB+FR 


CAMDYN STIEGELER, 


DEVEN BRYANT 
LB+ FR 


WILLIAM HASKELL 
QB + SO, 


MILTON HOPKINS JR. 
EDGE + SO. 


VINCENT HOLMES 


DARREN BARKINS 


DYSON MCCUTCHEON DANIEL 


NGATA 
HUSK R 


RYDER BUMGARNER ELIJAH JACKSON 
RB+FR CB +SO 


ALEX JOHNSON 
QB JR 
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CAMERON DAVIS 


LEROY BRYANT 
CB-FR 


DIESEL GORDON 
S-FR 
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PERFORMANCE 


Aspire 3 

Whether you're working, studying, or building an unstoppable Fantasy football 
team, the Aspire 3 gives you the versatility to do it all. This touchdown ofa laptop 
gets things done with a powerful AMD Ryzen™ 7000 Series mobile processor and 
a beautiful 15.6" Full HD touch screen — all in a slim design that you can take 
anywhere. With ease-of-use at its core, this laptop is ready when you are. 


Available at + AMD Ryzen™5 Quad-Core Processor + 15.6" FHD (1920x 1080) IPS Touch display 
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* AMD Radeon” Graphics *512GB NVMe SSD 
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© 2023 Acer America Corporation. llrightsreserved. Acer and the Acer logo are registered trademarks of Acer inc. Other trademarks, registered 
trademarks, and/or service marks, indicated or otherwise, ae the property of heir respective owners. 7000 Series 
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30 


‘SEAN TOOMEY-STOUT 
5 + R-SO. 


TRISTAN WARNER 
S+R-ER 


40 


‘ANAY NAGARAJAN 
CB SO. 


MAURICE HEIMS 
E 


DGE + SO. 


GRIFFIN MILLER 
LB+ RFR 


JACOB LANE ALEX FROELICH 


Al 
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JORDAN WHITNEY 


LANCE HOLTZCLAW: 
EDGE - R-FR 


ANTONIO HILL 
CB+SR. 


CARSON BRUENER 
LB+JR 


‘SEKAI ASOAU-AFOA 
EDGE + SR 


BRAYDON BRUENER: 
LB+R-FR. 


JACOB BANDES 
DL 


ANTHONY JAMES 


‘VOI TUNUUFT 


TROY FAUTANU 


RAM 1500 is America’s Best Light Duty 
Pickup For New Vehicle Quality 


OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF THE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


3 U.S. Initial Quality Study awar 
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ZACHARY HENNING ROICE CLELAND 
OL- FR, OL: F 


GEIREAN HATCHETT 
OL+SO. 


LANDEN HATCHETT ‘AIDAN ANDERSON ULUMOO ALE FAASOLO 
OL+ FR OL+ FR, DL+SR OL+FR 


JALEN KLEMM, KAHLEE TAFAT 
OL+ RFR . OL+ FR 


ROBERT WYRSCH ELISHAH JACKETT JULIUS BUELOW MATTEO MELE JAKE PARNAGIAN 
OL+ SO. OL UR, OL-SR WR = R-FR 

MASON WHEELER ‘OWEN COUTTS ‘CALEB JOHNSTON JACKSON GIROUARD 
WR +JR. WR + SO. LS+ RFR TE WR + SO. 
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Elgnty-oeven _ 


We empower disadvantaged youth 
to achieve success by providing 
resources and support to their 
communities and cultivating their 
talent in the areas of education, 
business, athletics, stem, and the arts. 


Eighty-Seven 
Running 
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‘ADDISON SHROCK GRIFFIN WAISS RYAN OTTON 
PK + SO. +SO. TE+R-FR 


ad 


QUENTIN MOORE 
TER 


KEITH REYNOLDS 
WR + FR 


JOHN FRAZIER TULT LETULIGASENOA HABIB BELLO 
TE+SO DL+SR DL+FR 


; 


JAYVON PARKER ‘ARMON PARKER TROY PETZ 
DL+SO. DL+R-FR P-FR. 


BRADLEY MCGANNON: 
DL+ SO. 
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A Wish Begins with Hope. 


Right now, a child like Nia is waiting for their wish to come true as they 
fight against a critical illness. Every child needs a wish to help them 
replace fear with confidence, sadness with joy and anxiety with hope. 
Act now and create the turning point a child needs in their treatment 
and recovery - and give them a better chance of surviving and thriving. 


ee] Learn more at wish.org/cfp 


Thank you to the NCAA for supporting 
the Make-A-Wish® mission. 


IT wish to 
have high tea 
on the beach 


Make-A-Wish. 


NO OTHER PROGRAM 
REWARDS YOUR LOYALTY LIKE THIS. 


Introducing One Key, a rewards program you won't find on any 
other vacation rental platform. Vrbo guests can earn and use 
travel rewards on eligible vacation rentals, hotels, flights, car 
rentals, and more across Vrbo, Hotels.com, and Expedia. 


Dirbo 


Private Vacation Rentals 


WASHINGTON ROSTERS 


NO, NAME Pos. HT WT. cL HOMETOWN [HIGH SCHOOL) 
NUMERICAL ROSTER | 2. Ssin Adams RB 62 «207 So, kirkland, Wash, (Eastside Catholic) 
NO.NAME Pos. 68 Ulumoo Ale DL 66 37 S&F. Tacoma, Wash. (Fife) 
© Jaivion Green €B_ | 67 Aidan Anderson OL 64 aS Ft Clyrnpia, Wash, (North Thurston) 
0 Giles Jackson WR | 45 SeksiAsoau-Afoa © EDGE 64-283. Tacoma, Wash. (Fife/College of San Mateo) 
1 JabbarMuhammad CB | 55 Jacob Bandes D863 302k Pittsburg, Calif. (Pitsburg) 
1 Rome Odunze wr | &  DavonBanks ce 5M 1Bd Sa, San Jacinto, Calif. (San Jacinto) 
2 Jalynn Polk WR | 19° Darren Barkins cB 60 166 So, Spring Valley, Calif. (Mater Dei/Oregon) 
2 Caleb Presley CB | 93 Habib Bello DL 62 10 FF Bellingham, Wash. (Sehorne) 
3 Mishael Powell S | 27 _takson Berman cB OS BG Fr, San Jose, Cal (Valley Christian) 
3 Rashid Williams WR 4 Germie Bernard WR 61203 So, Las Vegas, Nev. (Liberty/Michigan State) 
4 Germie Bernard WR | 12 Denzel Boston: WR 64 = 207 Fr, South Hil, Wash. (Emerald Ridge) 
4 Zion Tupuola-Fetui EDGE | 72 Parker Brallsford OL 62 25 Fr, Mesa, Ariz. (Saguaro) 
5 Dylan Morris Q8 | 51 Braydon Bruener iB 60 4 Ft Woodinville, Wash. (Redmond/Oregon State) 
5 EdefuanUlofoshio LB} 42 Carson Bruener iB 62 226k Woodinville, Wash. (Redmond) 
6 Davon Banks ca | 17 Deven Bryant 1B BH 218 Carson, Calif. (St. John Basco) 
6 Richard Newton RB | 23. Leroy Bryant cas 8 Fr Fairfield, Cait. (Angelo Rodriguez) 
7 Dominique Hampton HUSKY | 77 Julius Buelow OL 68 38 Kapolei, Hawai'i (Kapole) 
7 Dillon Johnson RB | 25 Ryder Bumgarer RB 59 5 Fh Stanwood, Wash (Stanwood) 
8 Will Nixon RB | 63° RolceCleeland on 2 297 Fr Vancouver, Wash. (Jesuit) 
8 Bralen Trice EDGE | 82 OwenCoutts WR 642d Seattle, Wash, (Baltard) 
8 Thaddeus Dixon CB | 54 Parker Cross Oo 62 wT ft Seattle, Wash. (Seattle Prep) 
9 Michael Penix Jr. QB | 8S JoshCuevas TE 63 239 So, Los Angeles, Cali. (Campbell Halal Poly) 
10 Ralen Goforth 1B | 83. Devin Culp TE G4 (237 Sr. ‘Spokane, Wash. (Gonzaga Prep) 
10 Austin Mack 8 | 22 Cameron Davis Re 60) 22h Rancho Cucamonga, Cali, (Upland) 
1 Jalen MeMillan WR | 90. Elinneus Davis DL 62 oO ‘Moorhead, Minn, (Moorhead) 
1 Alphonzo Tuputala = LB. | 9 Thaddeus Dixon ce GT 2 Los Angeles, Calif. (La Mirada/Long Beach CC) 
12 Denzel Boston WR | 12 Tristan Dunn S 64 197 Fr ‘Sumner, Wash. (Sumner) 
42 Tristan Dunn S | 15 ZachDuree EDGE 65 255 So Dawson, Minn. (Dawson-Boyd/Univ. of Sioux Falls) 
13. Kamen Fabioulanan HUSKY |} 24  Makell Esteen S 6&1 190 So Hawthorne. Calif, (Lawndale) 
13 CamdynStiegeler © QB =| 68 SoaneFaasolo Oo 68 200 Fr East Palo Alto, Calif, (Menlo-Atherton) 
14 William Haskell Q8 | 13° KamrenFabiculanan HUSKY 61 196 Jr, Camarillo, Calf, (Westlake) 
14 Mion Hopkins J. EDGE | 55 Troy Fautanw Oo 64 3 ok Henderson, Nev. (Liberty) 
15 Zach Durfee EDGE | 54 DrewFowler (B61 oh Bellewe, Wash, (Bellevue) 
18 Curley Reed it CB | 91 John Frazier Te 660m Fr ‘Mountain View, Calif, (Saint Francis) 
17 Deven Bryant 18 | 49° AlexFroelich iS 62 213 So, ‘South Pasadena, Calif. (Poly) 
V7 Teddy Purcell QB | 84 Jackson Girouard WR 6:0 188 So, Redwood City, Cali. Sacred Heart Prep) 
18 Vincent Holmes S | 10. Ralen Goforth (B62 237 Gr Long Beach, Calif. (St.John Bosco/USC) 
18 Camden Simon WR | 26 Diesel Gordon S$ 60 164 Fr Aslington, Texas (Seguin) 
19. Darren Barkins CB | 88 Jaden Green i 5 mk Gilbert, Ariz, (Mesa) 
19 Alex Johnson QB | 0 taivon Green CB 62 207 So, Houston, Texas (Lamar) 
20 Tybo Rogers RB | 95 Grady Gross PK ST 208 Sa Scottsdale, Ariz. (Horizon) 
20 Asa Turner S | 7 DominiqueHampton HUSKY 63 220 Sr Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 
21 DysonMcCutcheon HUSKY } 44 Austin Harnetiaux rr Seattle, Wash. (Seattle Prep) 
2) Daniyel Noata RB | 14 Wiliam Haskell 8 G4 200 So, Glendale, Ariz. (ronwood/San Diego State) 
2 Cameron Davis RB | 56  Geirean Hatchet OL 64 303 So. Ferndale, Wash, (Ferndale) 
23. Leroy Bryant €B | 66 Landen Hatchet Oo 62 30 fF Ferndale, Wash (Ferndale) 
24 Makell Esteen S| 45 Maurice Heims EDGE 65 249 So Hamburg, Germany (Santa Margarita Catholic) 
25. Ryder Bumgarner RB | 58 Zachary Henning Ol 65 202 Fr Centennial, Colo, (Grandview) 
25. Eljah Jackson cB | 34 Antonio Hill ca SH 188 Se Bellevue, Wash. (Bellevue/Santa Monica College) 
26 Diesel Gordon S | 18 Vincent Holmes Ss 60 1% Fr San Jacinto, Calif. (San Jacinto) 
27 Jakson Berman CB | 41 Lance Hottaclaw EDGE 63 25 Fr Dorcester, Mass. (Desert Ridge (Ariz) 
28 Sam Adams i RB | 14 Mitton Hopkins Jr EDGE 64 26 So Seattle, Wash. (O'Dea) 
30 SeanToomey-Stout S$ | 76  Blishah Jackett Oo 67 29 Fr Orange, Cali. (El Modena) 
31 Luke Luchini wR | 25 Elijah Jackson CRO 185 So, Carson, Calif, (Lawndale) 
32. Tristan Warner S | 0 GilesJackson WR 59 178 Sr. Antioch, Calif, (Fteedom/Michigan) 
33 Jordan Whitney (8 | 47 Anthony James EDGE 65 772 Fr Lavon, Texas (Wylie East) 
34 Antonio Hill CB | 68 Jake Jennings EDGE 64 229 So Gig Harbor, Wash. (Gig Harbor) 
37 Jack Westover TE | 19 Alex Johnson OB 66 24 Beaux Arts Village, Wash. (Blanchet/Santa Barbara CC) 
38 Jack McCallister P| 7 _ Dillon Johnson Re G0 Bt Greenville, Miss, (St. Joseph/Mississippi State) 
40. Anay Nagarajan CB | 82 Caleb Johnston iS SH 2 Fr, Ripon, Cali. (Ripon) 
41 LanceHoltzclaw EDGE | 71 NateKelepo Oo 66 3 Ie Renton, Wash. (Rainier Beach) 
42 Carson Bruenet 1B | 70. Jalen Kiem OL 65 at Fr ‘Mars, Pa. Pine-Richland/Kansas State) 
43 Adam Saul P| 48 Jacob Lane EDGE 65 250 Fr. Puyallup, Wash, (Emerald Ridge) 
44 Austin Harnetiaux 18 | 91 muiLetuigasenos DL BY 282 Sr. Concord, Calif (De La Salle) 

53 Logan Lishiemess 1B 62230 F Puyallup, Wash. (Emerald Ridge) 
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NO, NAME cL HOMETOWN [HIGH SCHOOL) 
31 Luke Luchini Fr Meridian, Idaho (Rocky Mountain) | NUMERICAL ROSTER 
10 Austin Mack Fr Folsom, Calf (Folsom) | NO.NAME Pos. 
56 Jacob Mason fr Ferndale, Wash, (Ferndale) | 45 MauriceHeims EDGE 
38 Jack McCallister $0, Edmonds, Wash. (Kings) | 46 Sekai AsoauAfoa EDGE 
21 Dyson McCutcheon So. Claremont, Calif (Bishop Amat) | 47 Anthony James EDGE 
97 Bradley McGannon So, Yelm, Wash. Yelm) | 48 Jacob Lane EDGE 
1. Jalen Meilan sr Fresno, Calif, (San Joaquin Memorial) | 49 Alex Froelich ts 
78 Matteo Mele St Tucson, Ariz. (Salpointe Catholic) | 49 Griffin Miller iB 
64 Gard Memmelaar So. Caldwell, idaho (Middleton) | 51 Braydon Bruener 1B 
49° Griffin Miller Fr Sammamish, Wash. (Eastlake) | 52 Vol Tunuufi EDGE 
88 Quentin Moore i Kenmore, Wash. (Inglemioor/Independence (Kan.) CC) | §3 Logan Lisherness. iB 
5 Dylan Morris dr Puyallup, Wash. (Graham-Kapowsin) | 54 Parker Cross OL 
1 JabbarMuhammad = CB 510 a DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto/Oklahoma State) | 54 Drew Fowler 18 
40 Anay Nagarajan ca Stl So. San Jose, Calif (Saint Francis) | 5S Jacob Bandes DL 
6 Richard Newton RB 6-0 Sr Lancaster, Calif (Palmdale) | 55 Troy Fautanu OL 
21 Daniyel Ngata RB SO Jt Reno, Nev. (Folsom (Calif Arizona State) | 56 Geirean Hatchett OL 
8 Will Nixon RB SM $0, Waco, Texas (Midway/Nebraska) | 56 Jacob Mason EDGE 
1 Rome Odunze WR 63 m Las Vegas, Nev (Bishop Gorman) | 58 Zachary Henning ob 
87 Ryan Otton Te 66 fr Tumwater, Wash. (Tumwater) | 63. Roice Cleland OL 
95 Arman Parker DR 63 fr Detroit, Mich, (Fordson) | 64 GaardMemmelaat OL 
94 Jayvon Parker Dn «63 So. Detroit, Mich. (Fordson) | 65 Samuel Peacock OL 
80 Jake Parnagian wR 59 fr Clovis, Calif. (Clovis North) | 66 Landen Hatchett ob 
65 Samuel Peacock Oo 66 So, Gig Harbor, Wash, (Gig Harbor) | 67 Aidan Anderson OL 
8 — Michael Penix J ae 63 Sr Tampa, Fa. (Tampa Bay Tech/indana) | 68 Ulumioo Ale ot 
96 Troy Pew PGT fi Lynden, Wash. (Lynden) | 68 Soane Faasolo OL 
2 Jalynn Polk WR 62 So. Lufkin, Texas (Lufkin/Texas Tech) | 70 Jalen Klemm OL 
3 Mishael Powell Ss 6 hn Seattle, Wash. (O'Dea) | 71 Nate Kalepo OL 
2 Caleb Presley ce 60 Fr Federal Way, Wash. (Rainier Beach) | 72 Parkor Brailsford ou 
17 Teddy Purcell OB Bt So, Menlo Park. Calif, (Sacred Heart Prop) | 73 Roger Rosengarten OL 
16 Curley Reed It ce et fr Lake Charles, La. (Lake Charles Collage Prep) | 74 Kahle Tafai OL 
89 Keith Reynolds wR 58 Fr Adelanto, Calif,(Adelanto) | 75 Robert Wyrsch OL 
20 Tybo Rogers RB 5m fr Bakersfield, Call, (Bakerstield) | 76  Elishah Jackett ob 
73 RogerRosengarten = OLB So, Highlands Ranch, Colo, (Valor Christian) | 77 Julius Buelow OL 
43 Adam Saul P66 So Gurnee, Ii. (Warren Township/El Camino College) | 78 Matteo Mele ol 
85 Addison Shrock PKB So, Bellingham, Wazh. (Squalicum) | 80. Jake Parnagian Wr 
18 Camden Simon wR 60 So Missoula, Mont. (Sentinel) | 81 Mason Wheeler Wr 
13 Gamdyn Stiegeter 8 BT Fr Oregon City, Ore. (Oregon City) | 82 Owen Coutts wr 
7A Kahlee Tata Oo 65 fr Los Angeles, Cali (Leuzinger) | 82 Caleb Johnston is 
30 Sean Toomey: S540 So, Greenbank, Wash. (Coupevile) | 83 Devin Culp TE 
8 Bralen Trice EDGE 6-4 i" Phoenix, Art (Sandra DayOCannor) | 84 Jackson Girouard WR 
99 Foatul Tutele nD 63 a Honolulu, Hawai (Saint Louis) | BS Josh Cuevas TE 
52 Vol Tunuuf E0GE 61 dn South Jordan, Utah (East) | 85 Addison Shrock PK 
4 TionTupuoleFewul =—« EDGE Sr Pear! City, Hawai (Peal Cty) | 86 Griffin Waiss TE 
1 Alphonzo Tuputata ig 62 a Federal Way, Wash, (Federal Way) | 87 Ryan Otton TE 
20 Asa Tuner Ss 63 Sr Carlsbad, Calil.(Carlsbad) | 88 Jake Jennings EDGE 
5 Edeluan Uloloshio iB 6A Sr Arichorage, Alaska (Bishop Gorman) | 88 Quentin Moore TE 
86 Giilfin Woiss 1 65 So San Jose, Calf, (Bellarmine College Prep) | 89 Jaden Green is 
2 Tristan Wan Ss 6 Fr Tacoma, Wash, (Bellarmine Prep) | 89 Keith Reynolds wr 
37 Jack Westover Te 63 Sr Bellevue, Wash. (Mount Si) | 90 Elinneus Davis DL 
81 Mason Wheeler wR 59 So, Vancouver, Wash, (Skyview) | 91 John Frazier Te 
33 Jordan Whitney iB 60 fr Oxnard, Cali. (Pacifica) | 91 TuliLetuligasenoa DL 
3 Rashid Willams wR 64 fr Brentwood, Calf (Pittsburg) | 93 Habib Bello OL 
75 Robert Wyrsch L «BT So. Capitola, Cait (Soquel) | 94 Jayvon Parker oL 
95. Grady Gross PK 
95 Armon Parker DL 
96 Troy Petz Pp 
97 BradleyMcGannon DL 
99 Faatui Tuitele ob 
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YOU CAN TAKE — 
ANYWHERE. 


AVAILABLE AT BEST BUY. 


AMDI 


together we advance_ 


Find a trail near you at Ad AS 
DiscoverTheForest.org Counc Raat 


NRG STADIUM 


NRG PARK 


NRG Park is the premier sports, 
convention, tradeshow/consumer show 
and entertainment complex located in 
Harris County, specifically Houston's 
South Main corridor district. Four major 
facilities - NRG Stadium, NRG Center, 
NRG Arena and NRG Astrodome 
encompass 350 acres, provide 26,000 
parking spaces and host over 500 events 
annually, 


NRG STADIUM 


Home to the NFL's Houston Texans and 
the world-famous Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo, NRG Stadium sets 
the perfect stage for sporting events, 
concerts and exhibits and provides 
incredible club level meeting space for 
general sessions and catered functions. 
NRG Stadium is nestled in the premier 
sports, convention, tradeshow/consumer 
show and entertainment complex in 
Harris County, specifically Houston's 
South main corridor district, the cultural 
center and urban hub of Houston. 


NRG Stadium has hosted some of the 
world’s most prestigious events including 
Super Bowls XXXViIII and LI, WrestleMania 
X-Seven and the 25th Anniversary of 
WrestleMania, NCAA Division | Me 
Basketball Championship South Regional 
(2008, 2010 and 2015), NCAA Division | 
Men’s Basketball Final Four (2011, 2016 
and 2023) and Uil Football Championship 
Games, along with Monster Jam, 
Supercross, Disney on Ice and concert 
performances by Taylor Swift, Beyonce, 
Karol G, Rolling Stones, Ed Sheeran and 
Garth Brooks, just to name a few. 


n’s 


SEATING CAPACITY 

* 72,000 to 80,000 
BUILDING SQUARE 
FOOTAGE 

+ 1,900,000 sq. ft 
PLAYING FIELD FACTS 


+ 97,000 sq. ft. 
+ Artificial turf over concrete 


RETRACTABLE ROOF 


* Size of roof opening - 500" L by 385’ W 
+ Size of supertruss - 960’ L by 50/75 W 


SUITES 


+200 Level - 78 suites 
+300 Level - 13 suites 
+ 400 Level - 88 suites 
+800 Level - 19 suites 
+ Total - 198 suites 


LOADING DOCK 


+ Total of 6 dock bays available 
+ Room for 4 TV production trailers 


MARSHALLING AREA 
+20,000 sq. ft. 


NRG STADIUM 


TECHNOLOGY 


SEATING BOWL: 
(2) End Zone LED video boards 
+ One at each end zone 
+ Each board is 277’ W by 52.5’ H 
(1) 360 Degree LED fascia display 
+1,640' L by 2.5'H 
(2) LED fascia displays 
+One on each upper end zone fascia 
+ Each board is 200’ W by 2’ H 
ia displays (can be 
, graphic boards 


or both) 
+ One on each sideline 
+ Each board is 99.6" W by 2.4’ H 


LED Sports Lighting: 
+480 optically enhanced luminaries with 
more than 65,000 LEDs 
Wi. 
+ NRG Stadium features a state-of-the-art, 
high density, Wi-Fi system that lets 
guests quickly connect to the internet 
+ The Wi-Fi system is designed to provide 
high-speed internet connectivity to all 
guests simultaneously 
+ Over 1,200 wireless access points are 
deployed under seats and overhead in 
concourses to provide the most reliable 
connection 
Television Distribution: 
+1,550+ HD LCD Flat Screen TV's in 
public areas 


CONCOURSES & 
CLUB AREAS 


(4) HD video boards (4mm pitch) 
+ One in each Club area 
+ Each board is 5.7’ W by 10.08’ H 
(4) HD video projection screens 
+ One in each quadrant on the 
main Concourse 
+ Each board is 16° W by 9’ H 


DRESSING ROOMS 


+5 dressing rooms 


LOCKER ROOMS 


+6 locker rooms 


PRESS BOX 


+12 boxes - private 
+160 seats at counter tops 
(Press Box Area) 


VERTICAL 
TRANSPORTATION 


+16 Passenger Elevators 
+2 Freight Elevators 

(13 D x 10° Wx 8’ H) 
+20 Escalators 
+ 6 Public Stairways 
+ 4 Public Ramps 


ADDITIONAL SPACE 


+ Media Lounge 
+ Two Conference Rooms, divisible 
into four 
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WANT 
TO HELP? 


* SPONSOR 
An event or part of our mission. 


* DONATE 
Any amount, big or small, helps. 
Donate here: GridironGreats.org 


* VOLUNTEER 
We always need help at events and 
during the year to support our mission. 


Donate your skills to help our mission 
and fundraising events - photographer, 


DJ, printing, apparel, medical/dental 
professionals & more are needed. 


for all fotited NFL players. 


Sino 
ih ihe 


We've helped more than & + ADVOCATE 

1,200 players i in dire nee Share our mission with your contacts. 
situations and connecte 
many more to resources t 
help them in life: é SAVE THE DATE! 


_GridironGreats.org © DITKA & JAWs 


CIGARS 


WITH THE STARS 
RES gy 
- FBruary 8, 202% - 


#) @officialgridirongreats 
= (yw) @Gridiron_Greats 
LAS VEGAS 


@ditkasgridirongreats 
For more info contact Karen Wright, 
(in) Gridiron Greats Assistance Fund KarenW@tridironGreats.org or 847-856-5487 
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Merced C edes Bi Benz CHAMPIONSHIP 
STADIUM. «| HQSTING Division 


HOST-COMMITTEE 


& Visitors Bureau www.gmcvb.com 
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BRING YOUR NEXT 


BOOK YOUR EVENT AT 


281-334-1000 
Blvd. League City, TX 77573 


jouston And Galveston, on Clear Lal 


SOUTH SHORE HARBOUR 


LEGENDS CREATED 


= MEMORIES MADE. 


Thanks to the student-athletes, teams, and fans who made 2023 
another fantastic year for college football! 


Congratulations to all of the playoff teams for proving they 
are road tested! Enjoy the celebration, and 
here's to a healthy and happy 2024! 


THE 88TH ANNUAL GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL CLASSIC 
12.29.23 | AT&T STADIUM | ARLINGTON TEXAS | KICKOFF: 7:00 PM C/T | eSrin 
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90 YEARS 


OF CHAMPIONS 


wl and its partners have committe 


ts 
sng Bowl = CaN cent 
CARES | tecacy procrams 


oars 2A EDUCATION 


@ORANGEBOWL #CAPITALONEORANGEBOWL  #ORANGEBOWLCARES 


THE CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL, ATLANTA 
AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL. 


CELEBRATING OUR PAST. 
EXPANDING OUR FUTURE. 


FROM ATLANTA 


THE CAPITAL OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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PLAYOFF toned 
SEMIFINAL | > Prudential 


The Cyrandédadiy of Then Gla 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


ON A SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL. 


TO THE TEAMS PLAYING IN TONIGHT'S 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF . ~ 
—_____ NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP! ———___ 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


JANUARY 1, 2025 | NEW ORLEANS 
College Football Playoff Quarterfinal 
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CAPITAL ONE STAGE 


| @aitstate. | 


TAILGATE 


WALKER HAYES 


Monument Records recording artist Walker Hayes is a singer/ 
songwriter originally from Mobile, Alabama. His smash hit 
“Fancy Like” spent more than six months at No. 1 on the 
Billboard Hot Country Songs Chart, hit the top 5 on the Billboard 
Hot 100, No. 1 at country radio, and earned Hayes a GRAMMY 
nomination for Best Country Song. Follow up singles “AA,” 

‘Yall Life” and “Good With Me” have made Hayes one of the 

top selling and streamed artists in country music. His current 
gle “Good With Me” is part of his most recent proj¢ New 
Money, a collection that proves that Hayes’ world gives an 

awful lot of people a strong sense of their own. Just off the road 
from his headlining The Duck Buck Tour, Hayes surprised fans 
with his first Christmas song, “Fancy Like Christmas.” The re 
imagined version of his worldwide hit brought joy to households 
everywhere over the holiday season. 


ALLI WALKER 


Alli Walker is a country singer/songwriter celebrated for her 
unyielding work ethic. Balancing her music career with a 
successful stint as a commercial and print model, she has 
collaborated with renowned brands such as Nike and Google. 
The pandemic thrust her into TikTok stardom, influencing her 
second album, Growing Up, debuting at No. 6 on iTunes Country 
charts. Her fusion of her own bagpipes in the viral Country sea 
shanty “The Whiskey's Gone” garnered widespread attention 
with major playlist covers and features in acclaimed media such 
as CMT, Spotify and BBC Radio 2. The song has accumulated 
over 10 million views and 1.3 million streams since its release 
earlier this year. Walker's latest single “Hung Up” has been 
featured on Spotify, Amazon, Tidal, SiriusXM and CMT. Currently 
immersed in Nashville, Walker is gearing up for her next album 
produced by David Fanning and set to embark on global tour 
dates from Berlin to Vancouver. 
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NATIONAL ANTHEM 


rior to kickoff, GRAMMY award: 
Piirrns superstar and Golden 
Globe nominee for Best Actress in 
the film The Color Purple, will 
perform “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
The National Anthem Ceremony will 
begin with the presentation of the 
Nation's Colors by a Joint Armed 
Forces Color Guard from the 
, including 
members of the Army, Marines, Navy, Air 
Force, Space Force and Coast Guard, 
followed by the unfurling of a giant 
American flag. As part of the CFP's 
salute to the armed forces, the anthem 
ceremony will include a video feed from 
US. troops deployed at Camp Adazi. 
Latvia with the 
" who will be 
watching the national championship 
game. Continuing a CFP tradition, 
drummers from the participating team 
bands will be included in the National 
Anthem presentation 


Prior to the National Anthem, “America 
the Beautiful” will be performed by 
members of the 

(TUTS) Musical Theatre Academy 
Ensemble. For 50 years, Theatre Under 
The Stars has enriched the lives of 
Houstonians through Broadway caliber 
nationally-recognized main stage productions, new work 
development, inclusive and accessible world-class training, and 
robust community engagement programming 


a 12th-grade student from Deer Park, Texas, 
will perform both the “Star-Spangled Banner” and “America the 
Beautiful” in American Sign Language (ASL). Stokes attends Deer 
Park High School - South in the Deer Park Independent School 
District and participates in the Region 4 Regional Day School 
Program for the Deaf (RDSPD) managed by Region 4 Education 
Service Center. The Region 4 RDSPD provides services and 
supports for over 600 students who are deaf, hard of hearing 
or deafblind, ages birth to 21 years of age, across seven member 
districts and charter schools in the greater Houston area. 


As part of the CFP Foundation’s E 

(EYFT) initiative, the 2023 Teacher of the Year from each U.S. 
state and territory will be honored on the field during the 
pregame celebration. This is an opportunity for fans to applaud 
these educators for their hard work and dedication and furthers 
the EYFT mission of elevating the teaching profession 


Celebrating a college football tradition, the ANDS 
of each participating team will be featured performers on the 
field during pregame and at halftime. 


During the national championship game, the College Football 
Playoff will recognize 3 
who received the Medal of Honor for his service as a personal 
security detachment commander for 4th Infantry Brigade 


Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division during combat operations 
against an armed enemy in Asadabad, Afghanistan. On August 
8, 2012, while conducting a patrol escort mission, Capt. Groberg 
tackled a suicide bomber from his formation, who detonated 

his device. Groberg was severely wounded by the blast but 
saved the majority of the lives he was charged with protecting. 
He distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty, and his 
extraordinary heroism and selflessness at the risk of life are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect 
credit upon himself and the U.S. Army. 


The College Football Playoff will also recognize 

during the national championship game, 
including former football student-athlete from Cal Poly, NASA 
astronaut Victor Glover. Glover, who has been named the pilot 
of the crew that will travel around the moon, will be joined in 
the recognition by fellow NASA astronauts Reid Wisernan and 
Christina Koch and CSA astronaut, Jeremy Hansen, as well as 
NASA Administrator Bill Nelson and director of NASA's Johnson 
Space Center, Vanessa Wyche. The astronauts will serve on the 
first crewed flight aboard NASA's human deep space exploration 
capabilities, paving the way for future lunar surface missions. 
Artemis I builds on the successful Artemis | flight test, which 
launched an uncrewed Orion, atop the SLS rocket, on a 1.4 
million-mile journey beyond the Moon to test systems before 
astronauts fly aboard the systems on a mission to the Moon. 
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STAFF DIRECTORY 


BILL HANCOCK 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Hancock was named executive director of the CFP in November 2012. He was the 
only CFP employee at the time. The leaders of the CFP directed him to finalize the 
details of a media rights agreement, negotiate agreements with the bowl games and 
with national championship game host cities, build a staff, find office space, contact 
members to serve on the selection committee, and draft protocol and procedures for 
the committee to use. 


The playoff has been a phenomenal success; in its first year, it was named Sports Event 
of the Year by SportsBusiness Journal. 


Hancock's five-decade career began in 1971 when he became assistant sports 
information director at the University of Oklahoma. He spent 16 years with the NCAA 
Division | Men's Basketball Championship, 13 years as its director. In 2005, he was 
appointed administrator of the Bow! Championship Series (BCS). He became executive 
director in and was named to the same role for the playoff when it was created in 
2012. Hancock has served on the United States Olympic Committee staff at 15 Olympic 
Games and two Pan American Games. 


He has been inducted into the halls of fame of the state of 
Information Directors and the All-College Basketball Classic. A former newspaper 
editor, Bill has written two books. His memoir about the cross-country bicyc! 
direct . he undertook in the aftermath of his son's death, Riding With the Blue Moth, was 
(BCS) and the first e ‘ among the top sports books after its release in October, 2005. It was re-issued in 2015. 
the Ile p His second book, This One Day, in Hobart is a history of his hometown. He is married to 
his high school sweetheart, the former Nicki Perry. 


The gymnasium in Hobart, Oklahoma, is named the “Hancock Event Center” in honor 
of Bill and his brother, Joe. 


In June 2023, Hancock announced that he will step down when his current contra 
with the CFP expires in February 202! 
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in Southwest Louisiana 


‘Southwest Louisiana boasts a thriving and diverse economy 
‘with numerous opportunities across various sectors such, 
as energy, manufacturing, healthcare, and tourism. x 
guif coast — | 
;networks—including the 

Port af Lake Charles and Chennault International 
Airnortwhich touts a 10,000+ foot runway— 

Wg easy access ta domestic and 

ial markets, 

SWLA Is home to askilled and educated 
Workforce, supported by excellent 
‘educational institutions and vocational 
training programs such as SOWELA 
Techical Community Collage and 


McNeese State University. , af 


‘The natural beauty, rich culture, 


‘customer base. www.ChooseSWLouisiana,com 


CONTACT GEORGE SWIFT | gswift@allianceswla.org | 337.433.3632 
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#WeAreHoustonSports The Harris County - Houston Sports Authority 
serves as the driving force behind making the region one of the best sports 
destinations in the world. HCHSA brings globally-renowned sports events to 
Houston, including Super Bowls (2004, 2017), NCAA Men's Final Fours (2011, 
2016, 2023), multiple national and international sports competitions and 
more. With a vast social media following, thousands of engaged volunteers 
and 12 billion in economic impact, HCHSA's efforts have solidified Houston's 
reputation as a premier sports destination. 
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ESPN TALENT TV 


CHRIS FOWLER c 


Chris Fowler, who has progressed at ESPN over a quarter-century to be one of the most respected hosts and play-by- 
play commentators in television, appears on many of ESPN's marquee properties, primarily in college football, the NFL 
and Grand Slam tennis. He became the play-by-play for the ABC Saturday Night Football booth in 2014, and currently 
works alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and reporter Holly Rowe. Fowler and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college 
football, teaming up to work a College Football Playoff Semifinal and the CFP National Championship. He served as the 
host for College GameDay, the network's Emmy-winning Saturday morning college football preview show, 1990 - 2014. It 
won the Sports Emmy for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014 


He also has hosted ESPN's Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its coverage of the event in 1994 and 

PN's The Home Depot College Football Awards show from its inception in 1993 to 2013. In addition, he was the play-by- 
play voice of ESPN's Thursday night college football games from 2006-09 after previously serving as a sideline reporter, 
beginning in 1988 


KIRK HERBSTREIT 


Widely recognized as one of the best college football minds of his generation, Kirk Herbstreit has served as an analyst for 
ESPN's 12-time Sports Emmy Award-winning College GameDay Built by The Home Depot remote college football studio 
show since August 1996, when he joined then-host Chris Fowler and co-analyst Lee Corso. For his efforts there, he has 
arned five Sports Emmy Awards - three times for Best Studio Analyst, twice for Outstanding Event Analyst. Herbstreit is 
the game analyst for ABC Saturday Night Football, broadcast television's first weekly prime-time college football game, 


4 since the series debut in 2006, 
He currently shares the booth with play-by-play commentator Chris Fowler and reporter Holly Rowe. Previously, Herbstreit 
jed eight Rose Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by-play announcer 
/\ t Musburger. Fowler and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college football, teaming up to work a College Football 
Playoff Semifinal and the CFP National Championship. He is also the analyst on Amazon's Thursday Night Football 


He earned a degree in business administration in 1993 from the Ohio State University, where he was a four-year letterman with the Buckeyes as 
a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he served as a starter and team captain, and was recognized as team MVP and most 
motivational player. He was former Ohio State coach John Cooper's first signee. 


A native of Centerville Ohio, Herbstreit ws inducted into the Rose Bow! Hall of Fame in January 
field during the Playoff Semifinal at the Rose Bowl Game Presented by Prudential 


24 after being honored in the Rose Parade and on the 


HOLLY ROWE 


Holly Rowe celebrates more than 20 years as one of ESPN's most versatile commentators. Covering a wide variety of 
sports for ESPN, Rowe joined the network full time in August 1998 after appearing on select ESPN telecasts in 1997 and 
ABC Sports in 1995-96, Rowe is a reporter on a number of high-profile events and programming - ABC Saturday Night 
Football, Big Monday men’s college basketball, Women's Final Four, Women’s College World Series, NCAA indoor and 
beach volleyball national championships and the WNBA. 


Rowe has also provided play-by-play commentary for women’s college basketball, softball, volleyball and gymnastics. In 
addition, Rowe has covered soccer, swimming, track & field and the Little League World Series of baseball and softball for 
ESPN. She also serves as a TV commentator for the Utah Jazz when not on assignment for ESPN, Rowe received the Curt 
Gowdy Media Award from the Naismith Hall of Fame in 2023, an honor presented toa member of the media whose efforts 
have made a significant contribution to the game of basketball 


Rowe has also provided play-by-play for women’s college basketball and women’s college volleyball for Fox Sports from 1993-2003. She was one of four 
play-by-play announcers on ESPN's coverage of the 1998 Women’s World Cup and has hosted ESPN's coverage of the Running of the Bulls. She was also 
the analyst for the WNBA’ Utah Starz until the franchise moved to San Antonio. Rowe served as the play-by-play voice for BYU women’s basketball 
Volleyball and gymnastics from 1993-2009 and as a BYU and Air Force football sideline reporter for the Blue and White Sports Network from 1993-97, 


Rowe has worked as a sports reporter and anchor for outlets in Salt Lake City including KSL Radio, Fox 13 TV, KBYU TV, BYU Sports Network and KFNZ 
Radio. She graduated from the University of Utah with a broadcast journalism degree. While at Utah, Rowe was a sportswriter for the Daily Utah 
Chronicle and the Davis County Clipper, and anchored the campus TV station news. 


Emmy-winning Rowe is a producer and writer of documentaries and features that have aired on KBYU TV, ESPN and FOX 13 TV in Salt Lake City 


MOLLY MCGRATH 


Molly McGrath joined ESPN in July 2016, and currently serves as the sideline reporter for ESPN/ABC Saturday college 
“4 football games, as well as college basketball 

McGrath, who worked asa production assistant at ESPN in 2011, returned to ESPN after serving as a sideline reporter and 
, host for college sports and the NFL with Fox Sports. Prior to her time at Fox Sports, she worked for the Boston Celtics as 

a web and in-arena reporter at the TD Garden while also hosting Geltics Now on Comcast SportsNet New England in 2012 
‘ ‘ and 2013. She also completed internships with NESN and WHDH-TV in Boston 

McGrath graduated from Boston College in 2011, where she received the Athletic Director's Award for Academic Excellence. 
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and expertise and amplify our collective impact in the wider world. 
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ESPN TALENT RADIO 


SEAN MCDONOUGH 


Sean McDonough is one of sports television's most versatile broadcasters. He is a leading play-by-play commentator 

for ESPN college football and National Hockey League games in addition to calling college basketball and golf majors, 
including the PGA Championship and the annual Par 3 Contest at The Masters. McDonough returned to ESPN's college 
football broadcast team in 2018, where he calls a premier game each week, as well as one of the College Football Playoff 
Semifinals and the national championship game on ESPN Radio. McDonough has been with ESPN since 1989 - with the 
pption of 1996-99, when he worked exclusively for CBS. 


dia 


McDonough was the television play-by-play announcer for the Boston Red Sox from 1988-2004, during which time he was honored four times with 

the New England Sports Emmy Award for Outstanding Play:by-Play. He spent 10 years at CBS Sports and was the lead college football play-by-play 
announcer from 1997-99. During his decade at CBS, McDonough provided commentary for a diverse array of sporting broadcasts, including men’s and 
women’s college basketball, NFL, The Masters and PGA Championship, and US Open Tennis. 


os 


Previously the voice of Monday Night Football (2016-17), McDonough has covered the World Series, S 
NCAA Final Four, the Olympic Games and all four major golf championships, among 
accomplished career. 


nley Cup Final, 
ther marquee events during his 


A native of Boston, McDonough graduated cum laude from Syracuse University in 1984, In 2 
WAER, Syracuse University’s noncommercial radio station where he began his sports broadcasting career as a student. The Sports Media Center at 
Syracuse's S.. Newhouse School of Public Communications also honored MeDonough in July 2016 with the Marty Glickman Award. Presented annually 
to a Newhouse alum, "The Marty” recognizes excellence in the field of sports media. Earlier this year, he received the George Arents Award ~ the 
University’s highest honor ~ as one of Syracuse's most accomplished and talented alumni. 


1014, McDonough was named to the Hall of Fame 


GREG MCELROY 


Greg McElroy serves as one of ESPN's primary college football analysts for Saturday games on ABC/ESPN, pairing up with 
Sean McDonough and Molly McGrath, McElroy reqularly appears across ESPN's studio programming, including College 
Football Live, SportsCenter and more. He also co-hosts McElroy & Cubelic in the Morning on WJOX in Birmingham with 
fellow ESPN analyst Cole Cubelic, in addition to hosting Omaha Productions’ “Always College Football” podcast 


McElroy was hired at ESPN in 2014 as an analyst for SEC Network, and teamed up with Marcus Spears for the launch 
of Thinking Out Loud, which the duo co-hosted for two seasons. McElroy also served as an analyst for ABC and ESPN's 
verage of the XFL in 2020. 


McElroy was an Alabama quarterback from 2007 to 2011 during which time he lead the team to win t 
National Championships. He had previously ushered the Crimson Tide to an SEC Football Champic 
named MVP (2009). He was named 2010 ESPN/CoSIDA Academic All-American of the Year and first-team Academic All-Amer 
college career with a 24-3 record. 


2010 BCS 
nship title and was 
an, He finished his 


The New York Jets drafted McElroy in 2011 and he retired from the Cincinnati Bengals in 2013. 


He graduated from University of Alabama in three years with a degree in business marketing and went on to earn a Master of 
management in 2010, with a 4.0 GPA. Often cited for as a cerebral quarterback, for his intelligence, he was a Rhodes S 
McElroy is from Arlington, Texas. 


degree in sports 
holarship finalist in 2010, 


KRIS BUDDEN 


a x 


oh Prior to joining ESPN, Budden was.a sideline and feature reporter for FOX Sports, covering NFL and college football from 


is Budden is a sideline reporter for ESPN/ABC's college sports coverage, including football, basketball and baseball 


2013-15. During that time, Budden also worked for FOX Sports San Diego as a host and reporter for th age of the 
: San Diego Padi 


Budden also spent six years at WBIR in Knoxville. Some of the notable events she cove 


} included the 2012 London 
: Olympics, NCAA men’s and women’s tourni 


ments and Pat Summitt’s retirement. She also won an Associated Press Best 


Sports Feature Award. 


She has been recognized for her excellence in sports broadcasting, having received an Associated Press Award for Best 
Sports, as well as a regional Emmy for Best Talent in Sports in 2016. 


IAN FITZSIMMONS 


Jan Fit 
hi 


nmons is a field analyst and reporter for ESPN Radio covering college football and NFL games. He has been in 
s current role since 2013. He is also a co-host of the weeknight ESPN Radio show Amber & lan, alongside Amber Wilson. 


Fitzsimmons has been a key part of the network's studio and college football live event programming over the years, 
including a past radio show with ESPN college football analyst Kirk Herbstreit and contributions to many regular season 
and bowl game broadcasts. Prior to his on-air work at the network, Fitzsimmons joined ESPN Radio as a producer for the 
studio show GameNight. 


His first regular radio role was on WSPZ-AM in Alabama in 1994. He also hosted a show called The Cheap Seats on WJOX- 
AM. In addition, Fitzsimmons spent time at radio stations in Salt Lake City and Dallas. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


HEISMAN WINNER 


SEVEN OF THE LAST 10 HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS HAVE PLAYED IN THE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF, INCLUDING FOUR WHO HAVE GONE ON TO WIN 


A CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. 


The Heisman Trophy is about excellence, so 
there’s no surprise that the student-athletes who 
have demonstrated to be the most outstanding 
player in college football for their respective 
season have played a role in the competition to 
win the CFP National Championship. 


Football Playoff semifinal victory o1 
ate and a berth in the inaugural CFP 
al Championship, coming up just short 
671 total yards passing 
n rank fifth on the 


LL CHAMPIONSHIP 


4 
DERRICK HENRY 


Henry ran for 158 yards on 36 attempts with 
three touchdowns, helping Alabama to its first 
CFP title over Clemson in 2016. Henry's 158 yards 
for the Tide rank as the second-highest rushing 

SFP National Championship, while 

ing yards over the Playoff Semifinal 
and national championship game that year 
rank fourth 


Rose Bowl Game. Though his S 
short in an overtime loss to Georgia, May 
of-41, 311 yar 


from C 


Lamb in the wanii seconds of the first half. 


Murray ran for 109 yards and one touchdown 
vs. Alabama in the 2018 Playoff Semifinal 

at the Capital One Orange Bowl. His 109 
rushing yards still rank as the second-most 
by a quarterback in the Playoff Semifinals. 
Murray also completed 19 passes on 37 
attempts for 308 yards and two touchdowns 
to lead the Sooners’ effort. 


Smith gave a terrific performance in the final game 
of his college career with 12 catches for 215 yards 
and three touchdowns, all in the first half of the 
2021 CFP National Championship. He was named 
Offensive Player of the Game as the Tide downed 
Ohio State, 52-24. Smith bookended his career with 
two national championships in four seasons, after 
catching the overtime game winner vs. Georgia 

in 2018. 


Burrow’s 463 passing yards and eight consecutive 
completions in LSU’s national championship 
victory over Clemson rank second and third, 
respectively, on the CFP title game list, and his 60 
completions between that game and the Playoff 
Semifinal at the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl are the 
second-most ever. In addition, he set a Playoff 
Semifinal record with 493 passing yards against 
Oklahoma in the Peach Bow 


After also winning the Maxwell and Davey O’Brien 
Awards, Young became the fifth sophomore ever 
to win the Heisman and Alabama’s first QB to 
capture the trophy. He finished the regular season 
with 4,322 passing yards, 43 touchdowns and 

just four interceptions, leading the Tide to a 12-1 
overall record, the 2021 SEC title and the top seed 
in the College Football Playoff. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


187 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RINGS ARE AWARDED EACH YEAR TO THE CFP 
NATIONAL CHAMPION STUDENT-ATHLETES, COACHES AND STAFF. 


The rings, crafted by Jostens, are designed with input from the school that wins the title. The face of the ring says “National” on top 
and “Champions” on the bottom, surrounding a golden CFP football logo. The words “College Football Playoff” frame the outside of 
the centerpiece. Each side is customized by the champs, always including the score of the title game. 
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GUACGATING Makes Homegating Better 


Homegating just got a whole guac better with 
Avocados From Mexico’ and the College Football Playoff, 
so chip in and guac up every game day. It’s always good. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF ( ) 


TOTAL OFFENSE RECEIVING 
MOST TOTAL YARDS MOST RECEPTIONS 
NO. NAME, TEAM GAME DATE RUSH PASS | NO. NAME, TEAM GAME DATE YARDS TD 
521 Joe Burrow, LS New Orleans Jan.13,2020 58 463] 12 DeVontaSmith, Alabama Miami —_Jan. 11, 2021 5 3 
478 haun Watson, Clemson Arizona Jan. 11,2016 73. 95 | 10 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson Jan. 9, 2017 2 
475 Mac Jones, Alabama Miami Jan. 11,2021 11 464. | 9 Ja’Marr Chase, LSU 2 
9 Justin Jefferson, LSU 
MOST YARDS RECEIVING 
RUSHING NO. NAME, TEAM GAME DATE REC. 1D 
22) Ja'Mart Chase, LSU New Orleans Jan.13,2020 9 2 
MOST NET YARDS RUSHING 215 DeVonta Smith, Alabama Jon. 11,2027 123 
No. NAME, TEAM Calas DATE ATT, tp | 208 0.1. Howard, Alabama jan. 11,2016 S 2 
246 Ezekiel Eliott, Ohio North Texas Jan.12,2015 36. 
158 Derrick Henry, Alaban Arizona Jan.11,2016 363 
NO Clyde Edwards-Helaire, LSU New Orleans Jan.13, 2020 16 DEFENSE 
MOST RUSHING YARDS BY A QUARTERBACK 
GAME pare art, To | TOTAL TACKLES 
Clem: A Jan, 11, 2016 20 | | NO. NAME, TEAM GAME SOLO AST. 
Jan. 11,2021 6 14 TufBorland, Ohio State ‘Miami 7 7 
Jan.9,2017 10 Roquan Smith, Geo Atlanta 9 4 
Mack Wilson, Alabama Atlanta 7 5 
Reuben Foster, Alabama Tampa 6 6 
PASSING 
MOST COMPLETIONS 


NO. NAME, TEAM GAME DATE C-Al YDS. 
36 Mac Jones, ii 36-45-0464 
36 Deshaun Watsor 36-56-0420 
35 Bryce Young, Alabama janapolis Jan.10,2022 35-57-2369 


MOST NET YARDS PASSING 


DATE CAI TD 
n.11,2021 36-45-05 
5 
3 


jan. 13,2020 31-49-0 
Jan, 9, 2017 
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RECORD BOOK 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


MOST TOTAL YARDS 


TEAM VS. OPPONENT GAME DATE RUSH PASS 
LSU vs. Clemson New Orleans Jan.13,2020 165 463 
Alabama vs. Ohio St Miami Jan. 11,202) 157464 
Georgia vs. TCU Los Angeles Jan.9,2023 254 335 

RUSHING 

MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 

NO. TEAM VS. OPPONENT GAME DATE YARDS 

61 Ohio State vs. Oregor North Texas Jan. 12, 2015 296 

46 Alabama vs. Clemson Arizona Jan. 11, 2016 138 


45 Georgia vs. Alabama Atlanta Jan. B, 2018 133 


MOST NET YARDS RUSHING 


TEAM VS. OPPONENT GAME DATE ATT. 
Ohio State vs. Oregon th Texas Jan. 12, 2015 6 
Georgia vs. TCU Los Angeles Jan. 9, 2023 4a 
Alabama vs. Clemson Tampa Jan, 9, 2017 34 
PASSING 
DEFFENSE 
MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
NO. TEAMVS.OPPONENT | GAME, DATE G-A'l_ YDS. | TEAM TACKLES 
87 Clemson vs. Anboma Tampa Jan.9-2017 26-57-0420 | NO» TEAMVS. OPPONENT ame Bare 
Sy NCO view Omi: Dataas 4 28 | 88 Alabama vs. Clemson Tampa Jan. 9, 2017 
m2 ‘(aU ve.c New Orleans: Jen. 13.2020 31-490 463 | ‘55° qvegon ve, Ofio State North Texas Jan, 12,2015 
MOST COMPLETIONS 78 Ohio State vs. Alabama Miami Jan. 11,2021 
Leap ele ger ord ‘anton akaclo ‘ity | TEAM TACKLES FOR LOSS 
3¢Cemionva socom” fare ‘an..200) $e'sr0. 490 | MO TEAMVS.OPPONENT GAME pare vanDs 
35 Alabama vs. Georgia _indianapolis 35-572 369 | 12 Alabemavs. Georgia Adenta Jan. 8, 57 
9 Georgia vs. TOU Los Angeles Jan. 9, 2023 51 
9 — Georgiavs. Alabama indianapolis Jan, 10, 2022 50 
9 Clemson vs. Alabama Arizona Jan. 11,2016 40 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
TEAM QUARTERBACK SACKS 
MOST PUNTS NO, TEAMVS.OPPONENT GAME DATE YARDS 
NO. TEAMVS,OPPONENT GAME Dr DEI a il der war pd 18 
11 Alabama vs. Clemson Tampa Jan.9,2017 483.439 | 8 Alabama vs. Georgia wns rales sod 
9 Clemson vs. LSU New Orleans Jan. 13, 20: 394 |; cerad pate - 3 
9 Clemson vs. Alabama Tampa Jan. 9, 2017 345 38.3 | * esate are I 
MOST PUNTING YARDS 
NO, TEAMVS.OPPONENT — GAME DATE ATT. AVG. 
483 Alabama vs.Clemson Tampa an.9,2017 43.9. 
355 usu New Orleans 9 394 
345. Clemson vs. Alabama Tampa 9 383 
MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS 
NO, TEAMS. OPPONENT pate RETURNS 
38 Alabama vs Jan. 8, 2018 5 
34 Georgia vs. Alaba Jan, 8, 2018 2 
32 Ohio State vs. Oregon —_—North Texas Jan. 12, 2015 3 
MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 
NO. TEAMVS.OPPONENT GAME DATE RETURNS 
196 Alabama vs. Clemson Arizona Jan. 11, 2016 5 
135 TCUvs. Georgia Los Angeles Jan. 9,2023 6 
130 Clemson vs, Alabama Tam Jan, 9, 2017 6 
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Beyond our booming economy, you'll find 
landscapes filled with adventure, food flavored 
with goodness, and new Texans falling in love 
with life. Unlock your potential here. 


@ © i) 


VISIT MARBLEFALLSEDC.COM 


Marble Falls 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


RECORD BOOK 


ATTENDANCE 


GAME RESULT ATTENDANCE 
North Texas No. 4 Ohio State 2c 7 2015 (85,689 
Atlanta o. 4 Alabama 26, No.3 Georgia 23 (OT) January 8, 2018 71430 
New Orleans No, 3 Clemson January 13,2020 76,885 
Arizona 0 son 40 January T, 2016 

Bay Area No. abama 16 January 7, 201 

Tampa No. abama 31 January 9, 2017 

Los Angeles No. 1 Georgia 65, No. 3TCU January 9, 2023 72628 
Indianapolis No. 3 Georgia 33, No. 1 Alabama 18 anuary 1 aan 
Miami No. 1 Alabama 52, No.3Ohio State 24 January 1, 202 14,9268 


# Reduced capacity at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida due to 
COVID-19 precautions 


ALL-TIME COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF APPREARANCES BY TEAM 


TEAM CONFERENCE OVERALL PLAYOFF_ = YEARS-«—CCFPNATIONAL YEARS 
RECORD _ SEMIFINALS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Alabama SEC o4 61 2014 43 2016 
2015-16 201 
2016-17 2018 
2017-18 2019 
2021 
2022 
Clemson 73 34 
2016-17 
2017-18 
2020-21 
Georgia SEC 54 20 2017-18 a 2018 
2021-22 2022 
2022 2023 
Ohio State 3 23 2014-15 M 2018 
2016-17 202 
2019-20 
2020-2 
2022-23 
Lau SEC 20 Lo 2019-20 10 2020 
Oregon, Pac:i2 1 Lo 2014.15. 04 2015 
Teu Bia rf) 10 2022-23 o-4 2023 
Cincinnati Americas 1 o 2021-22 
Florida State o4 04 2014.15 
Michigan State o4 os 2015-16 
Washington 01 = 
Michigan 02 2021-22 
2022-23 
Notre Dame 02 o2 8.19 
{ACC (2020-21 season only 2020-21 


Bold indicates CFP national champion 


[AL CHAMPIONSHIP 


FOOTBALL 
© iinirens 


Association of America 


CONGRATULATES THE 
2023 RECIPIENT OF THE 
EDWARD ASCHOFF 
RISING STAR AWARD 


Wilson Alexander 


The Advocate 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


The Edward Aschoff Rising Star Award, presented 
by the Football Writers Association of America, is 
named after the beloved ESPN college football 
reporter who died Christmas Eve 2019 on his 
34th birthday from previously undetected Stage 
4 non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in his lungs. 

In honor of Aschoff, a bright light in the sports 
journalism industry, the FWAA decided to 
annually recognize one promising journalist no 
older than 34, who has not only the talent and 
work ethic it takes to succeed in this business, 
but also the passion to make it better. 


FOOTBALLWRITERS.COM @THEFWAA 


CHECK IN ON 
YOUR FRIENDS 


EVEN THE “STRONG” ONES 


”“ 
oP Wr 
Ny It’s okay to not be okay. ‘El! 
Learn how to reach out toa friend about *% 


: iV their mental health at SeizeThe. wkward.org. 


PETE & THOMAS 
FOUNDATION 


uit 
ROg, 
aw? 


PLAYOFF pee! 
SEMIFINAL 


Michigan running back 

Blake Corum scored twee % 
touchdowns, including 

the game winner in 

overtime, to power 


Prudential. 
will play for 
at its first na‘ 
championship 
1997. 


% 


— 


_~ 


CU RUG i 


FOX <= 2 


NEWS 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINAL 


ib 7 OO SS 


— COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE — 


LTuUS neighbors ‘umnorncy EXCEPTIONAL 
EMERGENCY CENTERS Hse ahaa pare MenaEney cenre 


YOUR PARTNER IN Q ITY HEALTHCARE 


Altus Community Healthcare is your 


trusted partner for emergency care ©. 
in Texas. 
Qasr 
Altus Community Healthcare is a patient-centered sina 
healthcare network with locations throughout Texas. Fort Wor =%O @ 
With access to advanced technology and board- Om 


certified physicians, patients can expect a swift 


diagnosis and specialized treatment. Our facilities pre) 

are community-focused and easily accessible so you a@ * pas V@- a 
can receive the exceptional quality care you deserve. Sie Houston A ern 
= Patient-centered care eel) 


= Board-certified physicians 


= Personalized emergency care 


= On-site imaging ma KO) 


Find your closest location by visiting the websites below: 


/\ aLTUSEMERGENCY.cOM =) NEC24.coM 


AUSTINER.COM — () EER24.COM 


At Saia, we're here to help you better serve 
your customers. With nationwide shipping, 
full-value coverage, guaranteed delivery 

Options and more) you re always on the ball. 


BE THE MVP OF 
YOUR SUPPLY CHAIN 


WITH A CARRIER THAT KEEPS YOUR BUSINESS MOVING 


